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PROF ATTAHIRU JEGA:
LAST WHISTLE FROM A RENOWNED UMPIRE 

“A nation that 
is not given to 
reflection, that does 
not take stock of its 
past activities and 
not inspired by its 
aspiration and hope 
for the future cannot 
realistically plan for 
its greatness.”  
–Fidel Castro

By Daniel Kanu
 
RE-ENACTING his old element during 
the week, Prof Attahiru Muhammad Jega 
was unequivocal in his damning verdict 
on the nation’s political parties and the 
leadership of the country.     

Experiencing consistent leadership dis-
appointments to actualize desired politi-
cal growth and development in the coun-
try within the past 20 years, the ebullient 
academic and former chairman of the In-
dependent Electoral Commission of Ni-
geria (INEC), urged Nigerians not to vote 
for the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC), as well as the main opposition 
party, the Peoples Democratic Party, in 
any future elections.

Jega had alleged that the two major po-
litical parties have destroyed everything, 
and are like Siamese twins of corrup-
tion and that it was high time Nigerians 
looked for a credible alternative.

The erudite teacher who spoke during 
an interview with BBC was unambiguous 
in his declaration that:  “Nigerians should 
dump the two parties because of their bad 
antecedents over the last 20 years.”

For him, APC and PDP have ruined 
the country, and,  therefore, no longer de-
serve any vote from the people.

In his admonition to Nigerians Jega 
noted: “Looking at their inability to 
change the economic fortunes of Nige-
ria for 20 years now, it is now apparently 
clear that they would not do anything 
even if Nigerians vote for any of the two 
parties again.

“The bad things these parties commit-
ted in those past years, Nigerians should 
never give their trust to them again. It 
is now very clear that these parties will 
never change, even if they are given an-
other chance.  They have destroyed ev-
erything.

“I believe now is the time to establish 
a platform which every good Nigerian 
should join and contribute towards build-
ing the nation on the right path.”

Expectedly, Jega’s submission has 
continued to elicit heated debate. While 
the PDP asked Jega to stop comparing 

it with APC that has turned Nigeria to 
wasteland from the robust fortune it left 
it, the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF), 
and Middle Belt Forum (MBF), had won-
dered why he was saying this now when 
he was part of the process that ushered in 
the politicians to power.

But the pan-Yoruba socio-political or-
ganisation, Afenifere, asked Nigerians to 
key into Jega’s call, just as APC warned 
Jega to desist from attacking it as part of 
his schemes to revive his political career 
he has berthed with the Peoples Redemp-
tion Party (PRP).

The bitter truth is that most Nigerians 
align themselves with the position of 
Jega. This is because what obtains here, 
according to those who spoke with Sun-
day Sun, is prebendal politics centered on 
ethnic and religious biases, politics with 
no ideology, politics of bitterness, one 
that disobeys the rules of the game, poli-
tics of stomach infrastructure, and winner 
takes it all.

Sadly, what we have in most situations 
is the politics of grabbing power not for 
the public good, but for selfish aggran-
dizement.

A critical evaluation at what is pres-
ently happening to the two political par-
ties in terms of inability to resolve simple 
internal matters within them speaks vol-
umes, as the gale of ditching/decamping 
from one party for another for selfish in-
terest has continued to reign.  

Indeed,  Jega’s observation, accord-
ing to political analysts, is an indictment 
and even a vote of no confidence in the 
claims of the President Buhari-led gov-
ernment that its leadership has been on 
the right track.     

Unarguably, Jega is not an arm-chair 
critic, but one that has been in a vintage 
position to know better.

Jega, the activist as President of the 
Academic Staff Union of Universities 
(ASUU), politically leaning towards the 
left, was an avowed opponent of the mili-
tary government in the early 1990s.

He was appointed a member of the Jus-
tice Mohammed Uwais Electoral Reform 
Committee, which submitted a report on 

11 December 2008 with recommenda-
tions that included establishing commis-
sions to deal with Electoral Offences, 
Constituency Delimitation, and Politi-
cal Parties Registration and Regulation. 
The committee also recommended pro-
portional representation, stating that the 
INEC head should be appointed by the 
judiciary rather than the president.

On 29 April 2010, he was guest lec-
turer for the NLC May Day celebration 
where he presented a paper on ‘50 Years 
of Nationhood: Challenges of Good 
Democratic Governance, Credible Elec-
tion, and the Working Class.’  So, Jega is 
widely seen as an astute intellectual with 
a strong sense of ethics and morality.

Jega’s antecedents show that he knows 
what he is talking about, but can his 
Third Force prescription as alternative 
be realised given the fact that Nigeria has 
been badly and deeply divided in recent 
times? 

Commentators say Nigeria needs po-
litical re-birth, a political revival by those 
who see politics as altruistic, and willing 
to provide selfless service for the good of 
all. 

Jega may not be a saint, but it will be 
wrong to throw away his message, ac-
cording to Engr. Martins Onovo, activist 
and former presidential candidate of Na-
tional Conscience Party (NCP) in 2015 
elections.

Jega was born on January 11, 1957 in 
Jega, Kebbi State. He attended Sabon 
Gari Town Primary School, before be-
tween 1963 and 1969, proceeding to 
Government Secondary School, Birnin 
Kebbi. He was later to be admitted into 
the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria in 
1974, graduating in 1979 with a B.Sc de-
gree in Political Science.

He was the deputy vice chancellor 
(Academics), Bayero University (1995–
1996) and was appointed vice chancellor 
of Bayero University in 2005.

On June 8, 2010, he was nominated by 
then President Goodluck Jonathan as the 
new Chairman of INEC. He is the only 
INEC chairman to oversee two Nigerian 
general elections (2011 and 2015). 
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From Agaju Madugba, Katsina

KATSINA State governor, Aminu Bello Masari, has urged 
critics of his recent pronouncement on state of insecurity in 
some parts of his state to channel their misgivings to the Fed-
eral Government. 

The governor had at a ceremony in Jibia directed residents 
to acquire arms to defend themselves against seeming end-
less and bloody activities of bandits terrorising the residents. 

The directive has since generated diverse reactions with 
the Coalition of Northern Groups (CNG) asking Masari to 
resign his position as governor. 

But reacting in a press statement yesterday, Masari de-
scribed the management of security matters throughout the 
country as the sole responsibility of the Federal Government, 
arguing that, “I am the Chief Security Officer of Katsina 
State only on paper.” 

He, therefore, said that the call for his resignation was “ab-
surd,” adding that the Federal Government security opera-
tives in the state do not receive orders from him. 

“The only things they take from governors are the finan-
cial and material assistance (both solicited and unsolicited) 
which they extend to the security institutions in the states,” 
Masari said in the statement signed by his Director General, 
Media, Abdul Labaran Malumfashi.  

The statement reads in part: “Security is on the Exclusive 
List of the Nigerian Constitution, which means it is exclu-
sively a Federal Government affair. 

“In matters of security, a governor is the Chief Security 
Officer of his state only in name because the various secu-
rity chiefs working in the state take orders not from him, but 
from their superiors in Abuja. 

“Governor Masari is second to none when it comes to pro-
active engagement with security agencies in the state.

“Masari is not the first governor to make the suggestion. 
In states where citizens do not politicise security issues, they 
rallied round their leaders who had similarly admonished 
their people.

“Therefore, to suggest that Governor Masari should resign 
for his patriotic candour and courage in admonishing his 
people to wake up and resist the bandits by acquiring arms 
for self-defence, betrays a sheer lack of the understanding of 
the letter and spirit as well as the workings of the Nigerian 
Constitution, or a motive which is anything, but altruistic.”

From Stanley Uzoaru, Owerri

THE Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) has urged the 
Southeast governors to hearken to the advice of Katsina 
State governor, Bello Masari, who last week advised his 
people to defend themselves in the face of growing insecu-
rity in the state.

IPOB in a statement signed by its Media and Publicity 
Secretary, Emma Powerful, noted that the comment by the 
governor never came to them as a surprise, but only vindi-
cated their leader, Nnamdi Kanu’s earlier warning of plots 
by the killer Fulani herdsmen to overrun the country.

Powerful added that Kanu has been insisting on the same 
comment made by Masari.

His words: “This call by the Katsina State governor has 
vindicated our leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu who has been 
consistently advising Nigerians and particularly Biafrans to 
defend themselves against the Jihad Fulani terrorists.

“Our leader is the man who saw tomorrow, everything he 
said has fully happened. This is a clarion call on Southeast 
governors who do not understand the tactics and gimmicks 
which Fulani are playing in their desperation to conquer 
and Islamise indigenous people living in Nigeria.”

He, therefore,  advised the Southeast governors to take 
Masari’s advice seriously, assurig that the terrorists who try 
to penetrate to the Southeast would surely be repelled by 
the Eastern Security Network (ESN).

Arm yourselves directive:
Masari tackles critics

...As IPOB tells S/East govs to 
hearken to Katsina Gov’s advice
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By Enyeribe Ejiogu, 
Agatha Emeadi, 
Cynthia Oyinatumba 
(Lagos), Desmond Mgboh 
(Kano), Fred Ezeh (Abuja), 
Timothy Olanrewaju 
(Maiduguri), Okey Sampson 
(Umuahia), Chijioke Agwu 
(Abakaliki), Rose Ejembi 
(Makurdi), Paul Osuyi 
(Asaba), Gyang Bere 
(Jos), Layi Olanrewaju 
(Ilorin), Olanrewaju Lawal 
(Birnin-Kebbi), Noah Ebije 
(Kaduna), Stanley Uzoaru, 
George Onyejiuwa (Owerri), 
Femi Folaranmi (Yenagoa), 
Obinna Odogwu (Awka), 
Judex Okoro (Calabar), 
Geoffrey Anyanwu, Jude 
Chinedu (Enugu), and 
Emmanuel Adeyemi 
(Lokoja)

MISERY, like a blanket, has cov-
ered the poor as the strike embarked 
upon by members of the National 
Association of Resident Doctors, 
NARD, on August 2, bites harder. 

Cut off from access to healthcare 
services in government hospitals 
across the country, the aphorism 
that the grass suffers when two ele-
phants fight has again come true for 
the poor. Even the effort of consul-
tants to offer skeletal services  to the 
most vulnerable and in dire emer-
gency cases, with the support of the 
other professional groups (house 
officers, youth corps doctors, nurs-
es, etc.) in the healthcare delivery 
chain, has essentially been like a 
drop of water in the ocean. 

The result is that patients who 
can afford to pay have shifted base 
to private hospitals while the poor 
have either resorted to the neigh-
bourhood patent medicine dealers, 
the ubiquitous alternative medicine 
practitioners or return home to wait 
for death to come.

Reports from across the country 
paint a grim picture of the situation 
and the urgent need for the striking 
doctors and the government to find 
a meeting point to end the industrial 
action.

ABUJA
At the National Hospital, Abuja, 

which on a normal day is a beehive 
of activities, what confronts a visi-
tor to the health facility is a pathet-
ic picture. Wards that once teemed 
with patients on admission and re-
ceiving treatment were practically 
empty as the strike forced relations 
of patients to move them to private 
hospitals.  

As the industrial action lingers, 
consultants have been making their 
best efforts to provide skeletal ser-
vices to a few compelling cases. In 
various small groups pharmacists 
and several other administrative 
staff of the hospital gathered to dis-
cuss the import of the recent deci-
sion of the National Industrial Court 
(NIC) to adjourn the suit on the 
strike to September 15, 2021. 

An official of the hospital, who 
requested not to be identified in 
print, lamented that the situation 
had become terrible to the point that 
they helplessly watch patients die in 
agony.

“You can see that the busy hospi-
tal street is deserted, doctors absent, 
and as a result, patients seek alterna-

tive care. The wards are practically 
empty. Consultants are unavailable 
because some of them often engage 
in private practice. The worst is that 
we don’t know when this will end 
going by the judgment of Monday,” 
the official said.

Expectedly, private hospitals in 
Abuja are reaping benefits from the 
strike as Sunday Sun learnt from the 
official who said: “A patient that 
was scheduled for a surgery that 
would have cost him N300,000 to 
N400,000, was forced to pay N1.5 
million in one of the private hos-
pitals in Abuja (name withheld). 
That’s ridiculous and outrageous!

“But the few privileged ones that 
are on a health insurance scheme 
are receiving medical services, but 
there’s limit to what the insurance 
covers. Millions of other people are 

left helpless.”
Meanwhile, a house keeper in 

one of the wards, Rakiyatu Saki, 
said that she noticed an increase in 
deaths particularly in the first few 
days of the strike going by frequent 
arrivals at the mortuary. 

“Every few minutes, you will 
hear a loud scream from a ward, 
and that means death. Many pa-
tients who have been in hospital for 
months now are suffering badly,” 
Saki said, adding that many people 
had thought the strike would not last 
beyond few hours or days, hence 
they delayed the decision to evacu-
ate the patients. 

She added: “It was from the night 
before the strike started that people 
began to evacuate their sick ones 
from the hospital to private health 
care facilities, particularly for those 

that could afford such services. Visit 
our wards that used to be filled with 
patients, and you will meet empty 
beds. It’s only in the dialysis unit 

RESIDENT 
DOCTORS 
STRIKE OF 
AGONY, 
DEATHS
■ Grim tales trail severe suffering, anguish across states
■ As consultants, house officers, NYSC doctors battle to 
save lives in govt hospitals

and few other sections that some 
who care are working, but that is 
based on appointment.”

At the car park opposite the Na-
tional Hospital, a taxi driver, Ikenna 
Akadi, told Sunday Sun that there 
was a massive exodus of patients 
in the first few days of the doctor’s 
strike. 

“The work started for us the night 
before the commencement of the 
strike when the news of strike be-
came stronger. We were moving 
patients to private clinics based on 
the health situation and where they 
could find help. I moved three pa-
tients to Alliance Hospital in Garki, 
Abuja; two to Zankili hospital, and 
to several other private health care 
facilities. As I was moving the pa-
tients, my colleagues were doing so 
too. Ambulances were also engaged 

•Dr. Osagie Ehanire
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on admission in the wards and be-
ing attended to by nurses on duty. 

One of the matrons at the hos-
pital told Sunday Sun that though 
the strike seriously affected service 
delivery, the hospital was making 
efforts to offer skeletal services to 
save the lives of patients on daily 
basis.

“The strike has affected our ser-
vices, but you can see, we (the nurs-
es), consultants and casualty doctors 
are doing our best to save the lives 
of our patients. What we do is that 
if your case is not severe we will 
give you treatment and ask you to 
go home. We don’t admit patients to 
stay for treatment. And if you come 
here and your case is not what we 
can do, then we will not admit you; 
we will ask you to go. And that is 
why you can see the hall is not as 
filled up with patients as it used to 
be ‘’

Asked about the fate of patients 
who were on admission before the 
strike, the matron said that some 
were successfully treated and dis-
charged while others with severe 
cases left to seek private treatments.

 
 BENUE
Consultants at the Benue State 

University Teaching Hospital 
(BSUTH) and the Federal Medical 
Centre are creditably striving to ren-
der skeletal services to patients with 
special health issues and, therefore, 
cannot be denied medical attention. 
While patients on admission at the 
FMC claimed that they were at a 
point asked to vacate the hospital, it 
was observed that patients with spe-
cial health needs who were already 
admitted in the facility before the 
strike commenced were attended to 
by consultants and nurses, resulting 
in their being overworked.

Mrs. Nnaji who spoke to our cor-
respondent on Tuesday disclosed 
that she took her sick baby to the 
BSUTH on Sunday, but had to 
leave because there were no doctors 
on ground to attend to her.

“In fact, some other patients who 
were there too and waiting for doc-
tors to attend to them advised me to 
seek medical help for my sick baby 
elsewhere due to the unavailability 
of doctors and the severity of my 
baby’s ailment at that time.”

Head, Public Relations Unit at 
BSUTH, Cephas Hough, disclosed 
that the health facility was doing ev-
erything in its power to ensure that 
patients were attended to despite the 
strike by the resident doctors.

“Everything is under control 
because the other arms of medical 
personnel on duty are doing their 
best to bridge the gap created by the 
striking doctors,” Hough said.

DELTA
At the moment, the Accident and 

Emergency Ward of the Federal 

Medical Centre (FMC), Asaba is a 
ghost of its former self. Acclaimed 
to be the busiest unit at the tertiary 
health institution, the place is now 
devoid of any activity. No thanks to 
the ongoing strike by NARD. 

Activities at other parts of the 
hospital including the Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology Ward, Neonatal 
Ward, Children Ward, among oth-
ers, have also nosedived.

However, skeletal services are 
still being rendered at the wards fol-
lowing the redeployment of about 
90 consultants at the hospital to the 
units to attend to outpatients.

Sunday Sun observed that con-
sultants on duty were being assisted 
by national youth service corps doc-
tors posted to the hospital as well as 
other health workers. 

The dire situation affected a pa-
tient who purportedly fell off from 
an electric pole and was rushed to 
the emergency ward as he was re-
ferred to another hospital for atten-
tion. While the wards were empty 
without patients, the hospital man-
agement said that patients on admis-
sion before the strike were managed 
until they were due for discharge.

Medical Director of the hospital, 
Dr. Victor Osiatumah, who con-
firmed that the patients were not 
sent away, added that new cases 
were not being accepted.

“What we have done is to rede-
ploy other workers including about 
90 consultants to make sure that all 
the emergency points are covered. 

“If you go to the emergency 
ward, people are on duty, just that 
the turnout has been low because 
of misinformation as a result of the 
fact that people don’t know the dif-
ference when doctors are on strike. 

“The real information is that FMC 
is not on strike, the resident doctors, 
one group of health personnel is on 
strike, other groups of health profes-
sionals are working. We have post-
ed doctors to the adult emergency, 
children emergency, isolation ward 
is fully covered, we have one pa-
tient on admission, who is on oxy-
gen. The clinics are running. We are 
managing the in-patients until they 
are due for discharge, but we are not 
taking in new cases,” he said.

Osiatumah said that the hospital 
was feeling the impact of the strike, 
noting that they were operating at 
40 per cent capacity as a result of 
the strike.

 
PLATEAU
Upon commencement of the 

strike, patients at the Jos Universi-
ty Teaching hospital (JUTH) were 
hurriedly discharged. Several of the 
patients relocated to private facili-
ties are in pathetic conditions. It was 
learned that some of the discharged 
patients died at home for lack of ad-
equate medical attention. .

Although JUTH has been run-

ning skeletal services, supported by 
Bingham University Teaching Hos-
pital, yet the services could not meet 
the health needs and expectations of 
patients. This has left those who are 
living in despair.

The President of National Associ-
ation of Resident Doctors, Jos Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital (JUTH), 
Jos Chapter, Dr. Nalda Nanfa said 
that the consultants who are cur-
rently offering skeleton services are 
overstretched.

He noted that the consultants can 
only attend to few patients out of 
the multitude of patients who turn 
out daily for routine check-ups and 
other medical needs.

Dr. Nanfa noted that the ongoing 
strike by the resident doctors is a 
manifestation of bad government. 
He said that resident doctors cannot 
register for exams neither take care 
of their families anymore and that 
was why they went on strike due to 
government negligence.

 
KWARA
In the face of the surge in 

COVID-19 caused by the Delta 
variant of the virus, patients in their 
hundreds have been in lamentation 
since residents doctors at the  Uni-
versity of Ilorin Teaching Hospital 
hung up their stethoscopes, declar-
ing that they would stay away from 
the theatres and hospital wards until 
the government grants their de-
mands.

 Expectedly, medical services 
have been at the lowest ebb at the 
tertiary hospital.

When Sunday Sun visited the 
hospital, the few patients at the 
Consultant Outpatient Department 
(COPD) and General Practice 
Clinic (GPC), which were usually 
overcrowded with patients waiting 
to see the doctors, were left unat-
tended to.

Some of the patients lamented 
that there was no doctor to attend 
to them. One of the patients, Ibra-
him Yusuf, who brought his child 
for treatment, said he spent several 
hours waiting for doctors, but to no 
avail.

Suyi Adewumi, a 45-year-old 
man, who also brought his son for 
check-up said that he was going 
back home after fruitless waiting.

 “Most of us depend on govern-
ment hospitals as we don’t have 
money to travel abroad like politi-
cians. So, the government should 
do everything possible to save the 
masses from dying,” another pa-
tient, Emmanuel Okafo, pleaded.

A 50-year-old pastor, Ojo Paul, 
who brought his son from Saki, 
lamented that his son who was slat-
ed for surgery was placed on drugs 
rather as the surgery could not be 
done. 

“I’m here because of my son who 
was involved in car crash and we 
were transferred from Saki to Og-
bomosho. At Ogbomosho hospital, 
they complained of lack of equip-
ment and personnel. On that note 
we had to come to UITH, Ilorin.

 “He was placed on oxygen from 
Ogbomosho down here and was 
stable when we got here. He had fe-
mur dislocation and he was said to 
undergo foot surgery. The strike by 
the doctors has denied him needed 
attention on him.

 “My son, Ojo Favour, is a 
22-year-old medical student in a 
Russian university. He just came 
home to invite us to his graduation 
slated for October. He had a car ac-
cident alongside his friend. The few 
available doctors just come to pre-
scribe drugs. I was told that if they 
do the operation, there won’t be 
anybody to monitor him. The surgi-
cal operation will not be done until 
they call off the strike. This means 
my son will have to be here in pains 
until the strike is over,” he said, 
as he wiped tear drops that rolled 
down his face. 

BORNO
Braving the odds, consultants 

and some senior teaching staff at the 
University of Maiduguri Teaching 
Hospital (UMTH), have been at-
tending to patients to fill the yawn-
ing gap in healthcare delivery creat-
ed by resident doctors’ strike. 

At the Accident and Emergency 
(A&E) Unit, and the Outpatient De-
partment (OPD), dozens of patients 
were observed waiting for hours to 
see the few consultants available.

The waiting lounge of the OPD 
Family Clinic was partially filled 
with patients on Wednesday unlike 
in the past. A patient, Hauwa, told 
Sunday Sun many patients who 
cannot afford the cost of treatment 
in private hospitals have resorted to 
self-medication.  

A Consultant Physician and 
Head, Family Medicine, Dr Abuba-
kar Mohammed, said most consul-
tants in the hospital had been devot-
ing more time to attend to patients 
beyond their administrative duties.  

“We have to shift the administra-
tive work to some other time to see 
the patients,” he told Sunday Sun. 
He said it was an arrangement made 
by the management of the hospital 
to ensure that patients who came to 
the hospital were not turned back. 

He, however, noted that the con-
sultants were overwhelmed, a de-
velopment he said was unhealthy 
for the management of patients’ 
health, adding that such situation 
could lead to error.  

KEBBI
With 107 resident doctors with-

drawing their services at the Fed-
eral Medical Centre (FMC), Birnin 
Kebbi, it was foregone conclusion 
that the impact would be immense. 

It was an ugly scenario at the 
Obsterics and Gynaecology Unit 
seeing pregnant women waiting 
endlessly to see their doctors.

Take the case of a 35-year-old 
patient who refused to disclose her 
name, and whose blood pressure 
before the strike had risen to be-
tween 210 and 230, a dangerous 
zone for a pregnant woman. That 
was a clear indication that she was 
suffering from pregnancy-induced 
hypertension that could degenerate 
to eclampsia.

 “I am going back home because 
the doctors that have been attending 
to me are not around. The only op-
tion left for me and my husband is 
to go to a private hospital,” she said 
in a voice laden with emotion.

Also, at the paediatric ward, nurs-
ing mothers were seen waiting in 
hope to meet their doctors.  

Commenting on the impact of the 
strike, a nursing mother with a baby, 
Abdullahi, said: “Like now, my 
baby, was diagnosed with severe 
fever and he has been on admission. 
We were transferred to this hospital, 
but see us now, the doctors are on 
strike. Only the nurses are attending 
to us. We are considering leaving 
this place to a private hospital. But 
this is the only place we can get bet-
ter service. Only God can help us in 
this country, because we are tired, 
we can’t afford the money to go to 
the private hospital now.”

Sunday Sun observed that the 
nurses had been making extra ef-
forts to attend to patients to the level 
of their professional capacity.  

Another staff at the FMC in a 
chat with Sunday Sun explained the 
reason many patients crowd into the 
facility, and expressed frustration 
over the inability of the state-owned 
hospitals to handle primary health 
issues. 

“All the primary health issues 
that are supposed to be treated at 
the state hospitals are being brought 
to this place which is supposed to 
be treating secondary and tertiary 
health issues.

in the evacuation, while families 
used their vehicles to evacuate sick 
relations to several other private 
hospitals “ he said. 

In FCT owned hospitals located 
in Asokoro, Maitama, Wuse, Nyan-
ya, Kubwa and several other loca-
tions, the experience was more ter-
rible because of their proximity and 
accessibility to the people. 

A pregnant woman, Ihuoma On-
yeka, who was in labour was left 
unattended to in Asokoro district 
hospital where she had her anti-na-
tal services. She was quickly ad-
vised to visit a private hospital for 
proper and urgent attention. 

Her words: “I visited the first hos-
pital, I was told to deposit N400,000 
if it’s for safe delivery and more 
than that for CS. I couldn’t afford 
that because I hawk food items 
on the street. I left the hospital. 
Someone later recommended an-
other hospital in Apo Legislative 
Quarters, Abuja. That was where 
they charged me N150, 000. Thank 
God for safe delivery. This is what I 
could have done with far less mon-
ey in Asokoro hospital where I did 
my anti-natal.”

 
ABIA
More than 80 per cent of pa-

tients at the Federal Medical Centre 
(FMC), Umuahia, the Abia State 
capital, who were on admission be-
fore the strike have been evacuated 
by their relatives to a missionary 
hospital on Aba Road, Umuahia 
and other private hospitals. 

“Many children on admission at 
FMC have been taken to a private 
hospital opposite Golden Guinea 
brewery, Umuahia by their parents 
to save them from death,” a worker 
at FMC told Sunday Sun on condi-
tion of anonymity. 

He added: “Some relatives are 
willing to evacuate their sick ones 
from FMC,  but the heavy bill they 
accumulated before the strike is the 
major hindrance to them as FMC 
rules state that you will settle your 
outstanding bills before being al-
lowed to move away from the hos-
pital.”

Consultants are rendering skel-
etal services, but it is not enough 
to meet the enormous needs. In-
vestigations revealed that about 17 
patients whose cases were severe 
before the strike have so far died.

 
EBONYI
With residents doctors having 

gone on AWOL (absent without 
leave), as it is said in the military, 
the government hospitals in Ebonyi 
no longer admit patients, leaving 
sick people to visit private facilities 
for medical care. 

A visit to the Alex-Ekwueme 
Federal University Teaching Hos-
pital, Abakaliki (AE-FUTHA) 
showed that only few patients were 
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•Mr. Melitus Nwodo at the UNTH.

OPANDA/NIMBO FARM SETTLEMENT ATTACK:

HOW WE SURVIVEDFrom Geoffrey 
Anyanwu, Enugu 
and Felix Ikem, Nsukka

IT was another Sunday night 
at Obie Aku farm camp in 
Opanda village, Nimbo in 
Uzo-Uwani Local Government 
Area of Enugu State. All the 
farmers in the settlement were 
in high spirits that the next 
day being Monday would be 
a fruitful day as there was no 
sign of rain to disrupt their 
Monday farming activities. 

But they were wrong as 
herders descended heavily on 
the farm settlement, unleash-
ing terror and mayhem  on the 
farmers.

Specifically, at exactly 
11:00p.m on that fateful Sun-
day night of July 25, suspected 
Fulani herdsmen invaded the 
settlement.

The attack, Sunday Sun 
gathered, left one dead, and 
three critically injured with 
machete cuts.

Mr James Nnadozie, a 
resident of Adani community, 
said: “The incident happened 
few metres away from a mil-
itary checkpoint, which was 
dismantled two days before the 
attack.”

A source from Opanda 
village who pleaded anony-
mous told our reporter that the 
invaders attacked at 11:00p.m, 
well prepared, with guns, ma-
chetes and clubs.

According to the source, 
“Fulani herdsmen attacked 
a migrant farm settlement 
at camp Okpanda in Nimbo 
community, Uzo-Uwani LGA 
on the night of July 25, 2021. 
They came around 11:00p.m, 
when the farmers are sleeping 
and forced their door open 
and immediately attacked 
them with machetes.  Three of 
them were badly injured with 
machete cuts all over their 
body. We didn’t know what 
was happening until some of 
them who escaped the attack 
ran back home in the morning 
and informed us that the farm 
settlement was attacked by 
Fulani herdsmen.

“The members of the 
vigilante group together with 
police mobilised and went to 
the camp and evacuated three 
injured persons and subse-
quently rushed them to Bishop 
Shanahan Hospital in Nsukka 
LGA where they were given 
first aid  treatment before they 
were referred to a hospital in 
the capital city of Enugu.

“Six days before this very 
latest attack, Fulani herdsmen 
had killed one farmer at the 
settlement in the night, as I’m 
talking with you the man is yet 
to be buried, his corpse was 
deposited at a mortuary.

“Three of them are Melly 
Nwodo and Nnadi Arinze, both 
of them are from Igbo-Etiti 
LGA, while Opia Apeh is from 
Ogurugu in Uzo-Uwani LGA. 
It will take the grace of God 
for them to survive given the 
degree of multiple machete 
cuts on their bodies. The ca-
sualty would have been more 
if not that some of the farmers 
took advantage of the dark-

ness in the camp and escaped 
through the bushes. Some are 
still missing, but we hope that 
they will return unhurt.”

Lamenting how incessant 
herdsmen attacks have affected 
the people of the area, Mrs 
Agnes Ezugwu said, “our 
economic activities which had 
been flourishing before now 
came crashing. Output in farm 
produce has dropped signifi-
cantly. This is because most 
of the farmers no longer go 
to the farm because of fear of 
herdsmen attack.

“Those who summoned 
courage to go to the farm have 
to pay the supreme price with 
their life or have their crops 
destroyed. This situation has 
left many families in abject 
poverty because the little profit 
they make from selling their 
produce to traders who come 
to the town from different parts 
of the state to buy from them 
in order to feed their families 
has been affected negatively.”

Herdsmen attack is no lon-
ger alien to Uzo-Uwani local 
government area and Nimbo/
Opanda in particular.

It would be recalled that 
on April 25, 2016, a group 
of herdsmen, unprovoked, 
invaded the same Nimbo and 
embarked on a killing spree. 
Seven villages in Nimbo – 
Nimbo Ngwoko, Ugwuijoro, 
Ekwuru, Ebor, Enugu Nimbo, 
Umuome and Ugwuachara 
were affected in the attacks 
with houses, vehicles, property 
and a church staff quarters 
razed down. The attack left 11 
people dead with more than 
100 others injured with gun 
wounds and machete cuts in all 
parts of their body.

Five Fulani suspects where 
subsequently arrested in con-
nection with the attacks, they 
are; Mohammed Zurai, Ciroma 
Musa, Sale Adamu, Suleiman 
Laute and Haruna Laute, they 
are facing a two-count charge 
of conspiracy and murder in 
an Enugu Chief Magistrate’s 
court.

However, aside invasion of 
farm settlements in the council 
area, kidnapping and broad 
daylight robbery of commuters 
along Adani, Opanda/Nim-
bo expressway by suspected 
Fulani herdsmen have been on 
the increase in recent times.

A resident of Adani, a neigh-
bouring community, Mr John 
Ogwudile told Sunday Sun 
that everyday is another ugly 
story in the area.

According to Mr Ogwudile, 
“I am a farmer at Adani. I want 
to tell you that Opanda/Nimbo 
highway is the most dangerous 
road in the Southeast zone. Ev-
eryday, there must be an attack 

the hospital.
To bring succour to the 

victims of the Sunday night 
attack, Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi’s representatives 
visited them at UNTH and 
announced that government 
would take care of all their 
medical bills and deposited 
some amount of money with 
the hospital for that purpose. 
Also their local government 
chairman,  according to them, 
had visited.

Recalling what happened 
on that fateful Sunday night, 
the victims said that they had 
already gone to sleep when 
the assailants struck, setting 
their houses ablaze and laying 
ambush for them incase they 
escape from the fire.

Narrating his ordeals to Sun-
day Sun, 60-year-old Melitus 

■ Victims, relatives speak from hospital  
■ Thank Ugwuanyi for taking over bills at UNTH

on commuters by one group of 
suspected Fulani  herdsmen. 
Only last week, a popular busi-
ness entrepreneur in this town 
popularly known as Maya 
who was a producer of satchet 
water called Maya satchet and 
table water was shot dead by 
killer herdsmen along Opanda 
road. Few minutes later, three 
other commuters were equally 
shot and seriously wounded by 
these Fulani herdsmen along 
the same road.”

Mr Ogwudile appealed to 
the local, state and Federal 
Government to come to the 
rescue of the council area by 
providing adequate security 
through out the length and 
breadth of the area.

At the University of Ni-
geria Teaching Hospital 
(UNTH), Ituku Ozalla Enu-

gu, where Melitus Nwodo 
and Arinze Nnadi are now 
receiving treatment, they told 
Sunday Sun that only the grace 
of God saved them from the 
assailants.

Reeling in pains as they lie 
on their hospital beds with 
bandages all over their bodies 
at Wards 2 and 3 at the UNTH, 
Ituku Ozalla, Enugu, the duo 
said that they went to the land 
of the dead and came back, 
saying that their attackers were 
heartless and had the agenda 
or mandate to kill all of them 
in the camp by the way they 
operated.

While Melitus and Arinze 
are still alive to tell their 
story at the hospital, the third 
person brought with them to 
the hospital, Aburuchi Egenti, 
wasn’t as lucky as he died in 
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•Another victim of the attack. •Arinze in the hospital.

who hails from Umugwuocha 
Mgboko said: “I was in our 
camp in Opanda, cooked my 
night food and ate. I prayed 
and read my Bible and put my 
Bible on my bed and slept. 
In the midnight I was woken 
up by a kind heat and when I 
opened my eyes, there was fire 
all over my door. I said what 
could bring fire to my door 
and I quickly carried water 
and started pouring it on the 
fire to quench it and shortly I 
succeeded.

“When I put off the fire, I 
decided to go out to see what 
caused the fire outbreak and as 
I stepped out of the door I had 
a hit on my head, all my body, 
they used machete in attacking 
me and I fell down. When they 
saw that I have fallen, they ran 
away, I then began to shout 
calling for help, but everyone 
in the camp ran away for their 
lives because those Fulani 
people went round the houses 
in the camp and were ready to 
kill anyone they see.

“They attacked Arinze, gave 
him matchet cuts everywhere 
and one boy from Ogwurogwu 
who was with Arinze, they 
also cut him everywhere in 
his body. We were shouting 
and no help could come as 
people in the camp have all 
ran away. So around 4:00a.m 
the Fulani people came back, 
searched everywhere to see if 
people have come to assist us, 
but they did not see anybody. 
That time I lay on the ground 
in the pool of my blood and 
they came to me again used 
the matchets to hit my head 
terribly, they stood on me, 
marching me and when they 
felt I am dead, they left. It was 
in the morning when the day 
had broken that people started 
coming out from the bushes 
where they had ran into for 
safety and started shouting and 
wailing.

One of my neighbours got a 
motorcycle, but they said it’s 
not what a motorcycle can do 
and they went to Opanda and 

got a vehicle that took us to the 
hospital, but while they were 
treating us here, that boy from 
Ogwurogwu died on Tuesday, 
because they caught him even 
in the stomach. I have been 
praying to God to save me, we 
did not do any wrong to this 
people.”

Melitus whose wife is 
nursing a baby, has her sister 
in-law taking care of him at 
the hospital. 

He confirmed that the local 
government chairman had 
visited him and the governor’s 
representatives too.

He also said that they were 
not quarreling with the herders 
prior to the attack, but noted 
that the herders have been 
coming to their farms with 
their cattle, destroying and 
eating up their crops.

On his part, Arinze who 
complained of not being able 
to hear everything and a kind 
of loss of memory, said his life 
is in the hand of God and that 
he would not die.

Narrating his own story, he 
said:, “I was with my friend 
and we were already sleeping 
when I heard some noise, I got 
up from the bed, brought out 
my machete, for me to open 
the door and they rushed me 
and I closed the door immedi-
ately. They (Fulani herdsmen) 
pushed the door,  but I asked 
my friend to hold one side and 
as I put my hand they cut my 
right hand, my friend ran out 
and they pursued him, I was 
alone and when the force was 
much on the door it caved in 
and I tried to use the other way 
out and rain fell. They pursued 
me and gave me another cut 
and I fell like a tree and they 
began to cut me anyhow all 
my body. When it became 
unbearable I pretended as if I 
have fainted, then they circled 
around me speaking Hausa and 
after sometimes they left. One 
of them used his matchet and 
cut me at my back and left. 
It was like a kind of strength 
came upon me and I got up 

from there and got to the main 
road where I became weak 
and fell down and as I left that 
place they returned there for 
me, but could not see me. It 
was there I fell that I was till 
morning when people came 
and took us with vehicle.

“As people were crying be-
cause of the cuts all over me, 
I told them to stop crying that 
my God is alive and strong. I 
told them that their cries were 
disturbing me, and they said 
they will call my aunty and at 
a time I wasn’t hearing what 
they were saying,  but I was 
awake. So, that is what I know 
that happened.”

Though Arinze has not been 
told of his friend, Aburuchi’s 
death, he has been asking of 
him every now and then. He 
told Sunday Sun: “I pity my 
friend who broke spinal cord, 
I feel so sorry for him because 
he came to assist me, he went 
to weed his cocoyam and he 
asked me to help him and I 
did and he came likewise to 
assist me before this thing 
happened.”

Giving further details on the 
incident, Melitus’ sister-in-law 
(elder sister of his wife), Mrs. 
Nkiruka Ezike who is taking 
care of him in the hospital 
said: “In the morning of that 
day when people from Aku 
came to the scene, the first 
person to meet Melitus was 
Mr. Chilekwu Ugwu who tried 
to help him out, but when they 
saw that they were three that 
were badly attacked, they went 
and brought a bus driven, Mr. 
Ebere Ezinwa. Ebere now 
conveyed them from Opanda, 
they reported at Nimbo Police 
station, a policeman followed 
to Bishop Shanahan Hospital 
Nsukka. I met them at the 
Shanahan hospital and after 
they gave them some first aid, 
the hospital recommended that 
they should be transferred to 
Orthopedic hospital, Enugu. 
When they got there, the or-
thopedic people said it affected 
their head, they cannot handle 

the head issue that they should 
go straight to UNTH, Ituku 
Ozalla and that was how we 
came here.”

Asked if three of them are at 
UNTH now? She said: “Three 
of them were brought here 
at UNTH, but one of them 
died on Tuesday. They took 
him for scan and on their way 
coming back from the scan, 
the boy gave up, Mr. Aburuchi 
Egenti from Ogwurogwu, Uzo 
Uwani.”

On assistance from the gov-
ernment, Mrs. Ezike said: “The 
chairman of Uzo-Uwani local 
government sent somebody 
to Shanahan and he deposit-
ed N100,000 and when they 
brought them here in UNTH, 
the chairman also visited on 
Tuesday in the morning. he 
gave each of them N100, 000 
and left, then the chairman of 
Igbo Etiti Local Government 
also to care of their scan, he 
cleared the bill for the scan 
because they went outside the 
hospital to do it. On the same 
Tuesday, the state government 
sent their delegates, they came 
and liaised with hospital au-
thorities that they would take 
care of all the bills, which they 
said they deposited N500,000.

“But the problem we are 
having is that even as they 
said they should waive the bill 
for us, if you go to some units 
they will tell you they are not 
aware of it. This morning, I 
went to the eye clinic, they 
said they don’t know about 
that, I should either pay them 
or go to the revenue, which I 
later paid them. I went for test 
again, they said I should go 
to Revenue, Revenue signed, 
I came back they directed 
me to another place, I went 
their, they said the person that 
was supposed to sign was not 
there and the doctor needed 
the result. Some drugs, they 
will tell you it is not there, this 
morning I bought a drug of 
N3,300 and I have the receipts, 
I bought it outside the hospital. 
Dressing pad which we sup-

posed to get from the hospital, 
they said they don’t know any-
thing about the waiver that we 
must pay, which we paid. So, 
government has promised to 
take care of these people and 
has gone ahead to make some 
deposit, the hospital should en-
sure that the people enjoy that 
governor or state government’s 
benevolence.”

Mrs. Ezike who is a priest’s 
wife, however, expressed 
gratitude to God for the mercy 
showed the victims and the 
hospital for their care, noting 
that her in-law was recovering 
as he could now recognize 
people and remember what 
happened and how it hap-
pened.

Also reacting on the attack, 
the Senator representing Enu-
gu North Senatorial District 
in the Red Chambers of the 
National Assembly, Chukwuka 
Utazi, decried the persistent 
and routine killings of natives, 
security agents and migrant 
farmers in Uzo-Uwani LGA 
lately, and consequently turn-
ing the area into a killing field. 

The senator who appreciated 
the  efforts made by Governor 
Ugwuanyi in tackling security 
in the area and the state as a 
whole, called on the Local 
Council Chairman of Uzo-
Uwani, the Neighbourhood 
Watch, the Forest Guards, the 
traditional rulers and Presi-
dents General of the various 
town unions in the area to also 
rise to the occasion in defence 
of the Local Government Area 
and its various communities, 
from the unrelenting and 
marauding AK 47 wielding 
herdsmen in all the nooks and 
crannies of the area, bearing 
in mind that “eternal vigilance 
is the price we all must pay 
for the security of lives and 
property.”

Senator Utazi used the 
opportunity of the latest 
herdsmen attack on the Opan-
da-Nimbo migrant farmers to 
call on the Enugu State House 
of Assembly to, as a  matter 
of urgency, pass the Southern 
Governors Forum’s proposed 
anti-open grazing bill into law 
in Enugu State, to forestall 
any future herders-farmers 
clashes in the state, noting that 
“a bleak harvest awaits the 
public next year as farmers 
couldn’t farm this year as fear 
of herders’ attack pervades the 
whole farming communities in 
Uzo-Uwani LGA and beyond.”

When contacted, Mr Daniel 
Ndukwe, the Police Public 
Relation Officer, Enugu Com-
mand, confirmed the incident.

He said that “the area is 
calm, while the state Commis-
sioner of Police, Mohammed 
Ndatsu Aliyu, has ordered 
the conduct of thorough 
investigation to unravel the 
circumstances surrounding the 
incident and bring the perpe-
trators to book,”

He urged residents of the 
area to remain calm and assist 
the police with useful infor-
mation.

However, though normal-
cy seems to have returned to 
the community, Sunday Sun 
gathered that many settlers 
are still afraid of returning to 
their houses for fear of further 
attacks by the killer herdsmen.
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From Timothy 
Olanrewaju, Maiduguri

DOUBTS and fear have 
continued to trail the mass 
submission of suspected Boko 
Haram members in Borno, the 
epicentre of the 12-year-old 
insurgency in the Northeast.  

Residents are currently con-
fused as to whether the scores 
of suspected Boko Haram 
members  surrendering to the 
military should be accepted into 
the society.

“I have my doubts about 
these people. We’ve seen Boko 
Haram surrendered in the past 
especially in 2018 during the 
rainy season only to learn that 
some of them turned to become 
informants to their group,” 
Abdullahi Saleh, a resident and 
retiree, told Sunday Sun. 

In two weeks, roughly 
1,300 suspected Boko Haram 
members reportedly escaped 
from the insurgents’ enclaves in 

■ Army, Borno residents speak

WHY BOKO 
HARAM 
MEMBERS ARE 
SURRENDERING 
IN DROVES

the bushes in Borno State and  
surrendered to the military. 

Ibrahim Gwamna, a Maidu-
guri-based journalist said that 
accepting back the repentant 
Boko Haram may be dofficult. 

“People are still grieving and 
families of those killed won’t 
forget in a hurry the guy or 
guys that killed their beloved 
ones. The surrendering Boko 
Haram too won’t enjoy mixing 
freely with the people in the 
same community they once 
tormented,” he said.

Why Boko Haram are 
surrendering

The fallout of Boko Haram/
ISWAP clash, absence of 
clear leader after the death of 
Abubakar Shekau, break in the 
command’s communication and 
logistics supplies, increasing 
hunger and hash environmental 
condition fueled by torrential 
rainfall may have contributed in 
making many of the insurgents 

to leave the fight to submit 
themselves, security sources 
and residents said.        

“It is clear from those who 
have surrendered now that 
hunger is dealing with them. 
Some of their logistics sup-
plies are blocked. Likewise 
their command structure has 
been broken with the death of 
Shekau,” a retired police officer 
who preferred anonymity told 
Sunday Sun.

But some residents think 
otherwise.  For instance, Abba 
Mustapha, ex-civilian JTF 
warned that some of the surren-
dering insurgents could turn to 
be spies if not properly profiled 
and monitored, adding that the 
biggest fear was accepting them 
into the community.

“People can forgive the kill-
ers of their father, sons, brothers 
and uncles, but they won’t 
forget those involved though we 
believe everything comes from 
Allah,” he said.

Surrendering Boko 
Haram not in IDPs camp 
–Army 

Army spokesman, Brig.-Gen 
Onyema Nwachukwu said that 
the Boko Haram members who 
surrendered are not kept in IDPs 
as speculated in some media 
reports. 

 “The surrendered insurgents 
are not  camped with the IDPs. 
These are two different cate-
gories of people. Surrendering 
insurgents are held in different 
holding facilities, not IDP 
camps,” he said. 

He disclosed that counter-in-
surgency operation requires a 
combination of military warfare 
and peace-building approach, 
adding that such approach is 
now yielding results. 

“A combination of kinetic 
and non-kinetic approaches to 
tackle the security situation in 
Northeast Nigeria is yielding 
results. The surrendering insur-

•186 surrendered Boko Haram members on Monday.                                                                                      Photo: Army Public Relations Directorate.

gents have decided to abandon 
their cause and struggle, having 
realized that it is a struggle in 
futility,” he said. 

He also explained that strate-
gic conflict mitigation provides 
avenue for surrendering insur-
gents.

He said that contrary to claim 
of union of ISWAP with Boko 
Haram, many of the insurgents 
have realised that ISWAP was 
working on its own interest and 
even continuously eliminating 
Boko Haram commanders, 
a development that triggered 
mass surrendering of insurgents.   

On the handling of the sur-
rendered insurgents, General 
Nwachukwu assured Opera-
tion HADIN KAI, a Joint Task 
Force in the theatre handling the 
surrendering insurgents was in 
conformity with the provisions 
of the international humanitari-
an law and treaties of conflict.

He pointed out that under the 
law and treaties which Nigeria 
is also a signatory, it is unlaw-
ful to target an enemy who has 
surrendered. 

“This  provides that  surren-
dering combatants be taken into 
custody, investigated and pro-
cessed and not to take extra-ju-
dicial actions against them, 
as is the expectation in some 
quarters, no matter the enormity 
of their offence,” he said.  

He said that the military 
major role is to take the surren-
dered Boko Haram into custody, 
profile them and hand them 
over to relevant government 
agencies of the state for further 
action. 

“The military does not have 
the power to prosecute them. 
It is not in the purview of the 
military to prosecute or set them 
free,” he maintained. 

Meanwhile, Borno State 
govenor, Babagana Zulum has 
held meeting with the Chief of 
Defence Staff, General Lucky 
Irabor in Abuja over the surren-
dered Boko Haram members. 

Zulum’s spokesman, Isa 
Gusau in a statement said that 
the meeting was in furtherance 
of the governor’s resolve to 
“widely consult security and 
Borno stakeholders towards 
developing a framework that 
would.address concerns raised 
over the Boko Haram/ISWAP 
members.”
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Petroleum Industry Act: Matters arising
THE signing into law of the Petroleum In-
dustry Bill (PIB) by President Muhammadu 
Buhari is commendable. The law came about 
after many years of being in the National As-
sembly. The Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives had passed the bill on July 15 and 
16, 2021 respectively. 

The Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) is ex-
pected to have far-reaching effect in the oil 
industry. The Nigerian oil and gas industry 
lost as much as $50 billion worth of invest-
ments in 10 years as a result of the lack of 
PIA. President Buhari said at a ceremony on 
the PIA last Wednesday that the lack of po-
litical will by past administrations to actualise 
the needed transformation in the petroleum 
industry contributed to the loss of that sum 
of money.  Now, the situation will change. 
Hopefully, the Act will revolutionise the na-
tion’s oil sector and attract more investments 
in the sector. 

For instance, it will lead to the commercial-
isation of the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC). Section 53 (7) (8) of 
the law provides that the NNPC Limited must 
declare dividends and also pay all fees, rents, 
royalties, profit oil share taxes and some oth-
er requirements.  

Besides, the PIA has provided the legal, 
governance, regulatory and fiscal framework 
for the industry as well as the development of 
the host communities. It will hopefully engen-
der the return of transparency and openness 
to the oil sector.

The Senate described the signing of the 
Act as a major victory that had the potential 
of bailing Nigeria out of its economic prob-
lems. In a statement, the Chairman of the Sen-
ate Committee on Media and Public Affairs, 
Senator Ajibola Basiru, enthused that the 
“9th National Assembly finally broke the jinx 
when it recently passed the bill after working 
dispassionately by putting the interest of the 
nation first over petty squabbles and other 
self-interests, thereby laying finally to rest, 
previous failed attempts.”  

In a similar victorious tone, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, Mr. Femi Gba-
jabiamila, noted that the PIA was a landmark achievement and victory for Nigerians. He said many 
Nigerians would gain employment with the massive investments that would come as a result of the 
PIA. 

The National President of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria 
(PENGASSAN), Mr. Festus Osifo, reportedly described it as a welcome development as the signing 
of the bill had brought the level of uncertainty in the sector to an end.   

Part of the criticisms against the law is the three per cent allocation of operating expenditure to 
the host communities. The communities had demanded 10 per cent allocation. But many individu-
als and groups in the Niger Delta were surprised and shocked that the President still signed the bill 
without amending the percentage allocation for host communities.  

The Pan Niger Delta Forum (PANDEF) said “it is quite unfortunate that President Buhari went 
ahead to assent to the PIB despite the overwhelming outcry and condemnation that greeted its pas-
sage by the National Assembly, especially with regard to the paltry three per cent provision for the 
Host Communities Development Trust Fund and the brazen appropriation of an outrageous 30 per 
cent of NNPC Ltd profit for a dubious, nebulous Frontier Oil Exploration Fund.”

Southern governors had also rejected the 30 per cent set aside for oil prospecting in frontier ba-
sins. They also opposed three per cent share proposed for the host communities. 

The National Assembly had increased the original 20 per cent that was canvassed for exploration 
of oil in the frontier basins to 30 per cent. Some of the basins include the Benue Trough, Chad Basin 
and Sokoto Basin. The huge allocation for oil exploration is in spite of Nigeria’s search for alterna-
tive sources of income. 

The National Leader of PANDEF and elder statesman, Chief Edwin Clark, had described the three 
per cent share as satanic, unjust and provocative, threatening that the Niger Delta people might be 
forced to take their destiny into their own hands. 

The President of the Ijaw National Congress (INC), Prof. Benjamin Okaba, said they remained 
resolute on their earlier stance on the minimum acceptable allocation of 10 per cent for the oil-bear-
ing communities as compensation for the various degrees of damages suffered in the course of oil 
and gas production in the area. We think the President could have returned the bill to the National 
Assembly with a request to address the grey areas before assenting to it.  

Nevertheless, we believe the implementation of the PIA will show the strengths and weaknesses 
of the law. An amendment could be made later to accommodate the concerns of oil-bearing com-
munities. Good enough, the President of the Senate, Ahmad Lawan, said the Act was not perfect and 
could be amended in the future. 

While we commend President Buhari for his swiftness in signing the PIB into law, we advise that 
the PIA be well implemented to avoid adverse consequences. The three per cent allocated to the 
host communities must be judiciously used.
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By Chiedu Uche Okoye

MILLIONS of  Nigerians are conscious 
of the fact that the amalgamation of the 
Southern and Northern protectorates of 
Nigeria in 1914 was a grave mistake. 

The mistake of 1914, which was the 
lumping together of disparate ethnic 
nationalities as one country, has been 
causing the problem of disunity in 
Nigeria owing to the inability of our 
successive military and political leaders 
to transform Nigeria into an organic 
whole. 

Since the inception of Nigeria in 1914, 
and till now, Nigeria has been quaking, 
intermittently, with ethnic conflicts 
because Nigerians view people whose 
ethnic origins are different from theirs 
with utter suspicion and hatred.

So, not surprisingly, over the 
years,  the clamour for secession by 
ethnic chauvinists and jingoists have 
continued to characterize and define 
Nigeria. In 1953, the Hausa/Fulani people 
declared their intention to secede from 
Nigeria in their nine-point programme. 
In 1963, Isaac Adaka Boro declared 
the Niger Delta republic, which was 
short-lived.And the Igbo people fought 
a secessionist war against the rest of 
Nigeria between 1967 and 1970. But 
what are the causes of the agitation 
for statehood by an ethnic group in a 
heterogeneous  country?

It is common knowledge that 
members of an ethnic group, who 
are disenchanted with the prevailing 
economic and political conditions in 
their country, which are not favourable 
to them, are predisposed to seeking a 
separate country for themselves.

So, now, we can say with conviction 
that the raw deal, which is being given 
to the Igbo people in Nigeria has 
caused the resurgence of pro-Biafra 
sentiments and rhetoric among them. 
Nobody can gainsay the stark fact that 
the Igbo people are treated as second 
class citizens in Nigeria, although the 
Igbo people have contributed greatly 
to Nigeria›s attainment of its current 
level of economic and technological 
development.

Today, it is obvious to even doubting 
Thomases that President Buhari, who 

Igbo quest for Biafra and implications of Nnamdi Kanu’s detention

Adamawa LG pension board in rescue of pensioners
By Usman Garba Santuraki

THE main essence of the creation of the 
Pension Board across the strata of civil 
service is to take care of the civil servants 
that has put in thirty five years (35) in 
service or have reached the age of 60 
years and have left active service.

The Adamawa State Local 
Government Pension Board is charged 
with the sole responsibility of paying the 
Pension and Gratuity of the employees 
of the 21 Local Governments of the state. 

Therefore, it is imperative for the 
government to look for a credible, honest 
person to steer the ship of the board. 

Governor Ahmadu Fintri of Adamawa 
State has done a great job by appointing 

Before his coming, it is easy to find 
people, who have retired but are not 
enlisted into the payroll for at least five 
years and above.

A committee was set up and it went 
round the local governments to ascertain 
those still living and those that have died 
and their names still on the voucher. 

This has greatly assisted in putting a 
lot of retirees on the voucher for monthly 
payment of pension. 

Also, the total accumulation of the 
gratuity was computed thereby giving 
an inkling to the state government in 
knowing the total amount of money 
owed it by the pesioneers.

As as a seasoned administrator, 
the chairman with his members of the 
board rejuvenated the method of paying 
pension and gratuity to first come first 
served. This has put a stop of who-I-know 
before payment is made to pensioneers.

Governor Fintri has done the right 
thing by appointing the present chairman 
and the members, who are assidously 
working round the clock to solving the 
teething problems facing the Pension 
Board, which have hampered the smooth 
dispensation of the oension fund for 
many years.

What seemed irredeemable to do for 
many years in the board was redeemed 
by the new chairman, Mr Medugu and his 
able members and the pensioneers are 
smiling home.

I am glad that the present leadership 
of the Pension Board has been 
vindicated,as well as the commendation 
on the emphasis on transparency and 
accountability in place at the board.

 We are more than grateful that 
the mandate of the Local Government 
Pension Board in Adamawa State is 
fulfilled under the watch of the present 
chairman.

• Santuraki writes from Demsawo, 
Jimeta-Yola.

a seasoned administrator to chair the 
board. 

The appointment of Mr. John Medugu 
as the chairman of the board by Governor 
Fintri is the best thing to happen to the 
state. 

Since his appointment as the 
chairman and his able commissioners, 
the board has undergone a lot of 
transportations due to the commitment 
as well as the dexterity of the chairman.

On his assumption of duty, the 
chairman set in motion the necessary 
machinery to have the accurate data of 
the local government pesioneers on the 
list of each local government as well as 
the accumulated amount being paid out 
as pension. 

Kanu is in the custody of the DSS. 
And he is charged with sundry crimes 
bordering on treason, illegal possession 
of fireearms, and others. The Federal 
Government used extra-ordinary 
rendition to bring him back to Nigeria 
after he had fled from the country. The 
government›s use of unfair, unjust, 
and extra-legal means to bring him 
back to Nigeria underlines President 
Buhari›s desperation to clamp down 
on secessionists rather than execute 
measures to extirpate the causes of their 
agitation for separate countries for their 
ethnic groups. 

But the continued detention as 
well as trial of Nnamdi Kanu , who has 
become an iconic freedom fighter among 
the dispossessed Igbo folks, poses great 
threat to the political stability and unity 
of Nigeria. Nnamdi Kanu has a great 
number of followers in the Southeast. 
And he commanded and still commands 
their respect as attested by their 
compliance with his sit-at -home orders 
in the past.

Although he is in detention now, his 
fame as well as his popularity with the 
common folks , who perceive him as 
their political Messiah, has not waned.
The die-hard Nnamdi Kanu›s disciples, 
who are legion , are ready to lay down 
their lives so as to realize Nnamdi 

presides over a fascist government, is 
enthroning Fulani political hegemony in 
Nigeria while excluding the Igbo people 
from the power loop and preventing 
them from occupying exalted positions 
in Nigeria›s national security outfits. His 
egregious actions and inaction have put 
the Igbo ethnic group at a disadvantage 
in a country that Igbo forebears fought 
hard and gallantly for its decolonization. 
Ardent students of the Nigerian history 
know that Nnamdi Azikiwe, Osita 
Agwuna, Nwafor Orizu, and Mokwugo 
Okoye, who were freedom fighters, 
belonged to the Igbo ethnic group.

Now, owing to the lack of 
egalitarianism, which has characterized 
Nigeria, IPOB has emerged to call the 
Federal Government›s attention to the 
plight of the Igbo people in Nigeria. In 
Nigeria, the Orwellian dictum-all animals 
are equal, but some are more equal than 
others - is the unwritten rule by which 
we are led.

That is why, now, almost every 
Igbo person has acquiesced into the 
Nnamdi Kanu›s resurgent quest for 
the creation of the sovereign state of 
Biafra. Millions of Igbo people have 
queued behind him, overtly while there 
are closet admirers and supporters of 
Nnamdi Kanu›s secession agenda. But 
political leaders of Igbo descent, who are 
profiting and benefiting from Nigeria›s 

leadership dysfunction are implacably 
opposed to the clamour for the creation 
of the state of Biafra. Although Kanu›s 
presumptuousness, impertinence, 
and flawed method of agitation for 
the creation of the state of Biafra are 
off-putting and irritating, they have not 
detracted from the fact that his clamour 
for the creation of the state of Biafra 
is justified against the background of 
the maltreatment of the Igbo people in 
Nigeria.

However, now, it is sad that Nnamdi 

• Nnamdi Kanu
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By Christy Anyanwu
 

FOR Dr Kessington Enaye Okundaye, art runs in the 
family. The passion for artistic works prompted the se-
rial entrepreneur, who has a PhD in Business Adminis-
tration and a graduate of Information Systems Man-
agement, to set up Eko Art Gallery in Houston, Texas, 
United States of America.  It is noteworthy that he is 
the son of renowned artist, Chief (Mrs) Nike Okudaye, 
director of Nike Art Gallery, Lagos. In this interview, 
he opened the curtain on his journey in the world of art 
and business.    
 

Tell us how you got involved in art?
Before getting into business, I worked mostly in 

the finance sector. I was a senior executive in one of 
the largest banks in the US. I left 9-5pm work and 
went into full time business in 2005 and I never looked 
back. Art is a passion apart from the fact that it is in 
the family. For several years, my wife and mother, 
Nike, had been pushing hard for us to do something 
in Houston, Texas. My wife Uloma Okundaye is the 
Director of Eko Art Gallery in Houston. Seeing her 
passion for the arts you would almost think that she is 
a direct descendant of my mother more than me. She 
is the driving force behind our setting up the gallery 
in Houston. I have multiple business interests, ranging 
from real estate development, property company and 
event centre here in Nigeria. My approach to every-
thing I have ventured into is always to focus on how 
adds value to myself, the stakeholders and general 
populace. When my wife decided that we get into it, 
we first opened a gallery in our house. We did that 
for a couple of years, just to test what the response in 
the local environment in Houston.  Then we began to 
discover that there is an ecosystem of art enthusiasts 
within Houston.  Our focus is exclusively on Nigerian 
artists; we don’t want to stretch ourselves into regions 
we are not familiar with.

 
 How do you get the artworks?
After opening the gallery, we're discovering art 

collectors and artists, and learnt about a community for 
people who love arts. Before the COVID-19 pandemic 
came you would go to the gallery in Nigeria and you 
would meet people from all over the world. Many of 
them come from the US. You have a handful of places 
in the US for people who have interest in African 
culture and arts. Houston has one of the largest black 
populations in the US. There’s a lot of awareness of 
Nigerian art and artists, including our music. Even on 
the radio they play a lot of Nigerian songs. So, we very 
quickly realized that there’s a bigger audience for Af-
ricans.  Then, we began to push our indigenous artists 
in that environment. Our focus is exclusively Nigerian 
artist. We don’t want to press ourselves into terrain we 
are not familiar with. We have rich art and culture all 
across Africa but you see arts is not just any commod-
ity you put a price tag on in a shelf; there’s always a 
story behind every work of art. So, we want to be that 
vehicle to tell that story. We have a lot of stories to 
tell within the Nigerian art space. That’s why we are 
focusing exclusively on Nigerian artists. Very impor-
tantly, artists need to start earning serious income from 

what they do and we are hoping that we will play our 
part in ensuring that we bring Nigerian up and coming 
artists and even the masters to par with the Western 
contemporary artist. How do we achieve that? It is by 
giving them a place where their expression is closer to 
Western culture of African art.

 
Is there any between the art collection in 

US gallery and the Nigeria gallery?
The US gallery is a miniature of the Lagos gallery. 

We are keeping to the same traditional artists and art-
works from this gallery; we are not going too far. We 
need to tell a story we have developed here. We want 
it to be known that this is from Nigeria. The word Eko 
is probably one of the most popular words in Nigeria. 
We want to build on Eko itself, the Lagosian. We want 
that name to tell a lot of stories in fabrics, paintings, 
carvings and literary works. We want to replicate what 
we have her in the US gallery. 

 
When exactly did Eko Gallery start?
Eko Gallery itself is two and half years old. We 

moved the gallery from the house to the actual gallery 
space. The house is more of a residential community 
in the outskirt of Houston. If you are an art enthusiast 
you will definitely find the art wherever it is. Then, we 
find there’s a community of artists sacredly located in 
downtown Houston in Sawyer Arts District. A family 
that took some abandoned warehouse along train track, 
this is like rice plant but it’s probably over several 
decades that have not been used.  They took those 
warehouses, multiple of them, spanning like five dif-
ferent streets and converted them into art studios and 
art galleries. Today, when you talk about arts, no one 

goes into that part of town unless they are going for the 
arts. I think they are probably about 4,000 plus art stu-
dios and galleries there. That was the place we felt we 
should have the Eko Gallery. We are hoping we will be 
inviting more artists from Nigeria. Early in the year we 
invited Ayo Ola, a lady artist from Nigeria. We want to 
continue in that thread of inviting different artists, hav-
ing exhibitions, workshops, because I think that is the 
first way to start putting the artist in their face.   

In the community where we are, we need to re-
introduce this artist to them. It is one thing to tell the 
story through the art, but it’s another thing for them to 
know the artist in person. The plan is for them to work 
in the studio (Houston) and have their exhibitions. 
That is our plan for them. We want to be able to work 
with the artist, we provide accommodation, we provide 
whatever we can, give them a place to work and plan 
events with the artist during their stay with us.

 
Are you working with old generation or 

new generation artists, to stock the gallery?
Frankly speaking, you want to work with the young 

artist. There are collectors who are acquainted with 
well-known names. They are able to value African 
work based on the value of some of the old artist. They 
have a target. For example, many of them are familiar 
with the contemporary European arts; this is the po-
tential value of an African/Nigerian artist. We want to 
invest in up and coming artists. Some of these collec-
tors are not just impressed in beautiful works; they are 
investing in something that has substantial monetary 
value. There are two things that drive an art collector. 
Potential value of the work, so when he’s putting his 
money behind it, he knows it’s like goldmine.

 
What is your vision for the gallery?
First, we have to build the market which refers to 

the collectors. Then, we want to bring the collectors to 
Nigeria. We want to be able to contribute in one way 
to tourism. Imagine you have something in your house 
you love so much and one day you have the opportu-
nity to go to that place where it was made. It’s like go-
ing to the birthplace of the artist. I remember when we 
went to Jamaica to visit the birthplace of Bob Marley. 
My wife insisted my 50th birthday will be in Jamaica. 
When we entered the compound of Bob Marley, it’s 
like we are finally witnessing, we entered his room, 
his kitchen, the house he grew up in, the tea cups, his 
plates…you sit in the bedroom where he sat and com-
pose one of his popular songs. His guitar is still there. 
We went to his graveside where he, his grandparents 
and siblings were buried. And we exclaimed, ‘Bob 
Marley, so this is where you came from!’ So people 
collecting African arts, when they get to come to Af-
rica, it’s going to be an awesome experience.

 
What lessons has life taught you as a per-

son?
Humility is the biggest life lesson. Everything that 

we have in life is temporary: health, wealth, and hap-
piness come and go. I think at the end of the day, for 
me, if you humble yourself, you will be exalted. If you 
exalt yourself you will be disappointed where you find 
yourself, that’s my biggest lesson in life.

How Eko Gallery is 
projecting Nigerian 
art in Texas, USA
–Dr. Kessington Okundaye

“When my wife decid-
ed that we get into 
it, we first opened a 
gallery in our house. 
Our focus is exclu-
sively on Nigerian 
artists; we don’t 

want to stretch our-
selves into regions 
we are not familiar 

with.
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FAILED BANK TRANSACTIONS:

By Omodele Adigun

THE Central Bank of Nigeria, 
in pursuit of key role to engender 
confidence in the Nigerian financial 
system and mediate disputes be-
tween banks and customers, recently 
demonstrated in practical manner 
that “justice delayed is not justice 
denied” when it made some banks 
refund N89.2 billion to customers 
for failed ATM transactions.

The heart-warming and laudable 
outcome was a fitting resolution of 
the petitions of 23,526 customers 
who lodged complaints to the apex 
bank in respect of failed transactions 
over a nine-year period, following 
their banks’ failure to resolve their 
complaints. 

Eventually, 22,173 of them got 
their trapped N89.2 billion refunded 
to them. In some sense, the initiative 
was a special gift to the huge number 
of bank customers, from the CBN 
Governor Godwin Emefiele who 
recently marked his birthday.

The deposit money banks refund-
ed the amount to customers over 
various financial-related complaints 
from 2012 to June 2021. 

Emefiele reportedly disclosed 
this during a two-day sensitisation 
fair entitled: “Promoting Financial 
Stability and Economic Develop-
ment,” held in Calabar, the Cross 
River State capital, where he was 
represented by Osita Nwanisobi, the 
CBN’s spokesperson.

Clarifying the statement, Nwan-
isobi said that the fund was based on 
complaints from customers concern-
ing charges and other related matters 
in the last nine years.

Just last year, the apex bank an-
nounced that it recovered over N60 
billion excess charges imposed by 
banks on customers and returned the 
money to the owners.

The CBN said that through Con-
sumer Protection Department (CPD) 
that the amount was recovered 
following complaints by 13,000 
aggrieved customers over excess 
and illegal charges on their accounts 
by banks.

CPD Deputy Director, Chinyere 
Obilor, said that some of the banks 
were commensurately sanctioned for 
the observable unethical practices, 
urging the banking public to prompt-
ly report any unethical practice by 
commercial banks to the CBN, for 
what she called “immediate action.”

The apex bank had said that it 
recovered N76.75 billion and $20.90 
million for customers between 2012 
and November 30, 2019, adding 
that the refunds were from 16,263 
resolved complaints.

Last year, CBN revised the 
timeframe for resolution of failed 
transactions, dispense errors or 
disputes and refund complaints on 
electronic channels.

The directives include instant 
reversal or within 24 hours of failed 
ATM transactions when customers 
withdraw from their own banks; not 
more than 48 hours reversal when 
customers withdraw from other 
bank’s ATMs. 

Also, CBN directed banks to 
resolve all failed point of sale (POS) 
and online/web transactions within 

THINGS CUSTOMERS NEED TO KNOW
72 hours. For the latest recovery, 
the Head CPD, Daramola Atanda, 
advised customers to report cases 
of violations to the apex bank on 
07002255226 or via email to 
this  address: cpd@cbn.gov.ng.

Usually, some of the challenges 
that bank customers face are as 
follows: unfair or inexplicable 
charges, poor customer service by 
bank staff, unauthorised transactions 
on customer accounts through bank 
transfers or ATM withdrawals, 
among others.

Inundated with complaints from 
customers, the CBN has rolled out a 
template of fines and other sanctions 
against any bank engaging in illegal 
deductions or charges on customers’ 
accounts or tardy work ethics lead-
ing to customer dissatisfaction.

To address the deluge of bank 
customers’ complaints, the CBN 
created the Consumer Protection 
Department to deal with complaints 
by bank customers.

Emefiele, therefore, called on 
bank customers to come forward 
and lodge their complaints before 
the Consumer Protection Depart-
ment for thorough investigations 
and punishment of any bank found 
culpable.

 “The CBN will not take lightly to 
issues of overcharging of customers 
by banks and that is why we have 
issued several exposure drafts and 
one of them is the guide to banking 
charges. This is a contract between 
banks and their customers,” he said.

Steps to lodge complaint
A guide by the CPD on how and 

where an aggrieved bank custom-
er can lodge a complaint against 

financial institutions regulated by 
the CBN such as commercial banks, 
microfinance banks, primary mort-
gage institutions and discount houses 
stipulates as follows:

Contact your institution 
first: 

The CBN issued a circular in 
2011 directing all banks to expand 
their existing ATM Help Desk 
to handle all types of consumer 
complaints. Therefore, if you have 
a complaint against your bank, you 
must first report the complaint at 
the bank/branch where the issue 

originated and then allow two weeks 
(it might be less in some banks) for 
the issue to be resolved.

What to do when the bank 
fails to resolve your com-
plaint:

If after lodging your complaint 
your bank still fails to engage you 
and resolve the complaint within two 
weeks as provided for in the ATM 
Help Desk Circular, you have the 
right to escalate your complaint to 
the Consumer Protection Depart-
ment (CPD) of the CBN.

Complain to Consumer 

■ As CBN forces banks to refund customers N89.2 billion
■ Apex bank lays out guidelines for customers seeking future resolutions

Protection Department: 
If the bank fails to resolve your 

complaint within the two weeks 
given by the CBN, you can direct 
your complaints to CPD. To contact 
the CPD, you are required to do so 
the through the following channels: 
by email to the address -cpd@cbn.
gov.ng or send a letter to this address 
– The Director, Consumer Protection 
Department, Central Business Dis-
trict, Abuja, which can be submitted 
at the CBN Head Office or at any of 
the branches of CBN nationwide..

It is necessary to understand that 
the CPD of the CBN deals with all 
financial-related complaints so far as 
such complaints are against financial 
institutions within its regulatory 
purview. 

To assist members of the public in 
obtaining redress, it is important that 
complaint letters are written in an 
effective manner. In other words, the 
complaint should be clear and con-
cise to avoid ambiguity. The com-
plaint letter (petition) should contain 
the following information amongst 
other things: name, address, contact 
phone number & e-mail of the 
complainant; name of your financial 
institution; personal banking details 
(do not include PIN & Passwords, 
please;) history/date of the transac-
tion in dispute; amount claimed (if 
any); attach relevant documents to 
support your claim and; evidence to 
show that you have first lodged the 
complaint at your bank.

You can make further inquiries 
and obtain additional information on 
the complaints handling process of 
the CBN from the Complaints Unit 
of your bank/financial institution or 
from CBN offices nationwide.

AN aggrieved bank customer should not be afraid 
to lodge complaint with the CBN  because the 
apex bank spells out the rights and obligations of 
both customers and their banks. Some of them in-
clude the following:

 
•Rights of a bank customer
A bank customer has the right to disclosure of 

information from his/her bank on goods and ser-
vices the bank offers. The information provided 
must be complete, relevant and truthful. The bank 
must explain to the customer’s understanding all 
contractual terms and charges prior to the consum-
mation of any agreement or contract. This right 
enables customers to have relevant information 
in order to make rational choices. It amounts to 
a breach of the customer’s right if a bank fails to 
provide this information or deliberately misleads 
the customer in any way.

•Right to choose
A bank customer has the right to select from the 

range of products and services made available by 
his/her bank at competitive prices. This means that 
as a customer, you can, at all times, decide on the 
product or service to accept/purchase and the ones 
to decline. It is wrong for a bank to restrict your 
choices or compel you to accept/purchase prod-
ucts or services that are ill-suited for your needs. 
Where the customer is not satisfied with the bank’s 
service delivery on any product or service, the 
customer has the right to end the contract or even 
the banking relationship provided all outstanding 
commitments are settled by the customer.

•Right to safety
This right requires a bank to guarantee all its 

customers a secure and conducive banking en-

vironment devoid of threats to their safety and 
health. The bank customer has the right to be 
reasonably protected from accidents while on the 
premises of their bank. They also have the right to 
be protected from the negative effects of pollution 
of any kind whether arising from their bank’s op-
erations or from other sources. It is necessary to 
stress that a bank is obligated to adhere strictly to 
applicable safety laws and directives to ensure that 
the customer’s safety and wellbeing is adequately 
guaranteed while the customer is on the premises 
of the bank.

•Right to privacy and confidentiality
As a bank customer, you have the right to free-

dom from disclosure of your account details by 
the bank as well as intrusion into your account by 
third party. In other words, your bank must not di-
vulge your account information to a third party; 
the bank must also protect your information from 
unauthorised access by a third party.    

There are, however, exceptions to this right as 
follows: Where the bank is required by law to 
make disclosure; and where the customer con-
sents to the disclosure.

•Right to redress
 A bank must provide its customers a redress 

mechanism to express their displeasure or griev-
ance. The mechanism must be free, accessible, 
transparent, timely and convenient. The customer 
has a right to efficient complaints management 
system through which he/she can lodge com-
plaints against the bank. The bank customer also 
has the right to be kept abreast of the resolution 
process (acknowledgement, feedback, updates, 
explanation) and ultimately, basis of decision. 
Where the customer is not satisfied with the de-

cision of their bank, they have the right of review 
either by the bank, the CBN or the court.

Right to good service
All customers have a right to value for their 

money which involves the right to be treated with 
respect and dignity by banks and their representa-
tives. A bank would have failed if it was unable to 
offer quality and value-adding banking services to 
a customer. Part of this right is that the bank must 
provide appropriate response to customer needs 
and complaints.

•Right to equality
This right requires that a customer is treated 

equally as other customers regardless of differenc-
es in financial standing/deposit balance, physical 
ability, age, gender, ethnicity, or creed. It is wrong 
for a bank to offer preferential treatment to some 
customers at the expense of other similar kind of 
customers. However, banks may decide to differ-
entiate customers on account of the nature of prod-
ucts customers purchase or subscribe to. In this 
case, some customers may benefit from certain 
privileges which are features of specific products 
or services.

•Right to free monthly statement of 
account

The provision of the Revised Guide to Bank 
Charges is that banks are required to provide their 
customers free statement of account on a monthly 
basis. This means that you have a right to get your 
monthly statement of account from your bank 
at no cost. It should be noted, however, that the 
Guide provides that any special request attracts 
a fee of N20 per page (revised downwards from 
N50 per page).

Rights of Nigerian Bank Customers, by CBN

•Emefiele
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By Enyeribe Ejiogu

IN the last few weeks, some well-known 
Nigerians have died from pre-existing 
health challenges that were complicated by 
COVID-19, particularly now that the Delta 
variant. 

If you know what will kill you, goes a 
popular Nigerian saying, common sense 
demands that you simply avoid it. But 
sadly, a lot of Nigerians, especially in ma-
jor urban areas like Lagos, Aba, Onitsha, 
Ibadan and other foolishly display wares 
in ways that partly block the roads and 
impede free movement of traffic, which 
often leads to loss lives when the brake of 
poorly maintained trucks and tankers fail 
and plough into people by the roadside.

In the same show of what may be char-
acterised as suspended common sense, a lot 
of people are living in denial of the reality 
of COVID-19, even with the coming of 
the Delta variant that has caused a surge in 
fresh infections in the United States, India, 
Europe and other countries Nigerians love 
to troop to and ‘import’ the infection, along 
with their goods and suitcases filled with 
evidence of the latest shopping trips.  

On radio, television and billboards, mes-
sages on use of non-pharmaceutical 

Interventions, NPIs, continue to be com-
municated but the majority of the people, 
seem to disregard the effort being made 
by the government and the media to ef-
fectively prevent or extensively curtail the 
spread of the virus and reduce the havoc 
it is causing to families and the society. 
Wearing a face mask, washing your hands 
frequently with soap, using alcohol-based 
sanitiser and reducing socialising are 
relatively simple and vital steps that can 
be taken to avoid getting infected with the 
deadly virus. 

Besides adopting and religiously observ-

WHEN I brush and I see bloody stain while 
rinsing my mouth is that normal? Is it a 
cause for concern? Does it call for a need 
to see your dentist? Or life simply goes on?

Many Nigerians don’t have culture of 
seeing a dentist or reporting to see a profes-
sional when there is a little dental or medical 
ailment.

When you brush in the morning and no-
tice your gum bleeding, is cause for con-
cern. You should also be concerned when 
use dental floss and observe that your gum 
is bleeding. You should not just take it for 
granted and feel that it is nothing to worry 
about. Really, it is a big deal when your gum 
bleeds while brushing or flossing your teeth. 

There are a number of possible causes 
of bleeding gum. Gingivitis infection is the 
commonest cause of bleeding gum. Others 
are pregnancy-induced gingivitis, underlinig 
chronic ailment such as diabetes; deficiency 
of vitamins C and K, excessive hard brush-
ing and early onset of stress-induced oral 
ulcer.

Gingivitis is a bacterial infection of the 
gum tissues. The most prevalent type is 
chronic marginal gingivitis, which affects 
over 80 per cent of the adult Nigerian popu-
lation. This is asymptomatic and rarely 

ing the NPIs, other sim-
ple things can be done 
to boost the immunity of 
the body and give it the ability to 
withstand the onslaught of the virus. 

Then again, boosting the immune 
system is one key step that clearly within 
the power of the average individual. You 
don’t need a ‘Man of God’ tell you that! 
Begin today to take the following needful 
steps.

1. Sleep well and don’t be a night 
owl! Nowadays, a lot of people engage 
browsing vigils, by taking advantage of 
the strong and well-marketed temptation 
of cheap data dangled before them by the 
GSM companies, to surf the internet com-
menting on hundreds of Facebook posts, 
watch videos and free movies streamlined 
online. The clear consequence is their 
goes through abuse from the daily denial 
of adequate sleep. Some more sensible 
ones use the cheap data to download free 
ebooks or acquire new knowledge from 
watching Youtube tutorials on all kinds of 
things. People who use the cheap data for 
personal development can be pardoned, 
but the other night owls should ease off 
the practice, because the stress that comes 
from regularly missing sleep at night and 
not being able to make up during the day 
as such individuals have still out to earn a 
living, affects the body’s immune system 
and reduces its ability to defend itself 
from certain infections.  

It has been established that the body 
heals from the stress of the day when one 
is asleep. A healthy immune system can 
fight off infections more than a sleep-de-
prived immune system. Adults should fo-
cus on getting between six to eight hours 
of sleep a night. Sleep in a dark room 
and keep a regular bedtime and wakeup 
routine. If you’re having trouble sleeping 

mela-
tonin supplements may 
be a good option.

2. Lower stress levels. Ordinarily, a 
human being should have a daily lifestyle 
of reduced stress levels where it cannot 
be totally avoided. With the world still 
in the grips of COVID-19, the need to 
reduce stress becomes even more urgent 
and important. The primary reason is that 
medical researchers have found out that 
stress has real negative impact on the im-
mune system. In the heat of the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020, did you notice that 
people in quarantine and isolation were 
all encouraged to exercise? Why do you 
think that people from India, Thailand 
and some other parts of Southeast Asia 
engage in meditation? It helps to reverse 
and eliminate the effect of stress. Contolled 
breathing also aids in lowering the harmful 
effects of stress. 

3.  Give yourself a balanced diet. Nu-
tritional deficiencies make the body more 
susceptible to viruses and bacteria. For this 
reason, every person must eat well bal-
anced meals daily. When you eat various 
forms of carbohydrates such as bread in the 
morning, garri, yam or cassava meal in the 
afternoon and rice at night, you are defi-
nitely not taking balanced diet. Your daily 
food should include a generous amount 
of vegetables (not over cooked), vitamins, 
proteins from beans, fish, meat, snail, 
etc, coupled with fruits such as pawpaw, 
orange, banana, walnut, tiger nut milk, etc, 
to provide the body with all nutrients, vita-
mins and minerals that boost the immune 
system and keep it healthy. 

•To be continued next week

COVID-19: Simple ways 
to boost immune system

Bleeding gum is a big deal
threatens our daily life and productivity.

However, when bleeding of gum oc-
curs persistently at the slightest touch and 
the gums rather than being pink and firm, 
become puffy, red swollen and detached 
from the tooth it is a dental 
disease and therefore a big 
deal.

Bleeding gum caused by 
gingivitis may not be asso-
ciated with pain. However, 
if left unattended to it may 
lead to more serious dental 
disease presenting with bad 
breath, discoloured teeth, 
bad taste, loose and scat-
tered teeth.

What to do?
When you notice that 

your gum is bleeding, 
please go to the nearest 
dental clinic. Do not en-
gage in self-medication and 
don’t encourage non-dental 
personnel to handle your 
dental ailment. 

Stop patronage of ill-in-
formed drug sellers to treat 
your dental ailments. Don’t 

give room to chance. The simple reason 
is that bleeding gum can become a big-
ger problem if you fail to do the needful. 
Please go to a dental clinic to get profes-
sional care.

You and your oral health
With 

Dr. Segun Adeyanju
Divine Dental Home

•SMS Only: 08034105076   •Email: olukayodeadeyanju@gmail.com

“Don’t hide your 
smile. Scaling and 

polishing gives 
you confidence to 
flaunt your teeth. 
You are fearfully 
and wonderfully 

made”

Persistent Fever – 
Pyrexia of Unknown 
Origin (PUO)
LAST week, I was almost at my wit’s 
end, trying to ascertain the root cause 
of one of my patient’s persistent fever. 
A foreigner married to a Nigerian. I had 
ordered all the laboratory investigations 
imaginable, including blood culture, 
MRI  and CT-Scan. All came out nega-
tive. As a last resort, I sent the patient to 
covid-19 isolation center in Amachara 
General Hospital, Umuahia. Lo and 
behold, the patient was positive for 
covid-19, the Delta variant.

Why am I telling this story? As a les-
son to all health officials. Do you know 
that apart from the persistent fever, 
which was hitting 38 to 40 degrees cen-
tigrade regularly, there were no other 
symptoms. No cough, no headache, no 
difficulty in breathing, no rigors, no loss 
of taste and smell, etc. Now I started 
reflecting, whether I had maintained 
covid-19 protocol while examining 
and treating her. Although as a matter 
of routine, I always wear a face mask 
and a pair of gloves while examining 
patients. I started wondering whether I 
did enough to protect my Staff and I. 

   Now you know why the Resident 
Doctors are agitating. My question 
becomes. How much is a doctors life 
worth? Can even a billion naira hazard 
allowance be equated to a doctor’s life, 
talk less of the 5,000 pittance, which is 
grudgingly paid. 

   When patients come to consult a 
doctor, they could infect the innocent 
doctor with any disease imaginable. 
which the doctor could transmit to 
members if his family unknowingly. 
This leads me to my first article as 
“Doctor Sun”, in Sunday Sun News-
papers, published in May 2003, that is 
18 years ago, titled “The Dilemma of a 
Christian Doctor”. If I were to rewrite 
that article in today’s covid-19 infested 
era, I would have added – when a 
doctor prays in the morning, should he 
request that God should not allow any 
patient, with covid-19 to visit his hospi-
tal, lest he infests him and his family.

   As, I rhetorically asked in 2003, 
when a doctor kneels down in the 
morning to pray before going for work. 
What will he ask God? Is it to allow peo-
ple with persistent fever of unknown 
origin to visit his hospital, so that he 
will conduct, elaborate, extensive, 
expensive laboratory Investigations, as 
I did with my above mentioned patient, 
that costs tens of thousands of naira, so 
that the doctor, could keep smiling to 
the bank. Tell me, what should a doctor 
tell God in the morning while praying, 
before going for work? Should he ask 
for a good day, so that people will fall 
sick and visit his hospital. Just like a 
coffin seller, what should he tell God in 
the morning while praying. Even in my 
donkey years of medical practice, be-
fore I retired as a Permanent Secretary, 
it has always been a dilemma. Sorry for 
the digression.

   Most Pyrexia are due to self limit-
ing viral infection, covid-19 being one 
of them. It is characterized by flu-like 
illness, that is catarrh-like illness. 
Prolonged fever, which has resisted 
diagnosis requires thorough investiga-
tion in order to resolve the enigma of 
persistent Fever.

   Next week, we shall discuss the 
proper management of Pyrexia of 
Unknown Origin. Always be medically 
guided.

• Please follow me on Twitter@_
DRSUN. 
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By Cynthia Oyinatumba

MELVIN Oduah is a model-cum-
actor. His popularity started when 
he featured in the Big Brother Africa 
2014. He is one of the casts in the 
recent movie produced by Jim Iyke ,’ 
Bad Comments’. Talking to Sunday 
Sun, he went down memory lane 
about his journey into the world of 
entertainment. 

Tell us about your journey 
into being an actor?

First, I was in Gulder Ultimate 
Search in 2009. That was Gulder 
Ultimate Search 6, in Gulder Ulti-
mate Search, I came second. Then, 
two years later in 2011, I went for 
Mr. Nigeria and I came second as 
well, then, two years again, (laughs) 
Ah! I’ve paid my dues, I went for 
Big Brother Africa in 2014. It was a 
wonderful experience because that 
gave me my business platform I have 
today, it put me out there and I did my 
best to capitalise on that opportunity 
because I know where I would want 
to be and I’m very grateful for how far 
I’ve come, so yeah, that’s my story so 
far.  I’ve struggled hard, I am working 
harder, I have a lot of things I am 
putting together, with different people 
right now.

 Have you always acted 
before Big Brother?

I was an actor before I came to Big 
Brother, just that I was not as known 
as I am right now.  You know, as 
someone in the  entertainment indus-
try, you look for different platforms 
or different ways to elevate yourself 
as an entertainer, so that people can 
see you and you can now show people 
what you can do and that’s exactly 
what Big Brother Africa did for me. 
Before I went into the House, I was 

acting, I told Africa while I was in the 
House, how much of an actor I was, 
how much of a passionate actor I was 
, then coming out, I got producers, 
directors, calling me and yes, that has 
brought me to where I am today and 
I’m so grateful for that.

Did you do modelling job 
also? 

Well, that’s why I call myself an 
entertainer. Asides being an actor, I 
call myself an entertainer, I don’t just 
streamline, do acting alone, because I 
also model, yes, I’m a model and I still 
model till tomorrow. I prepare events, 
I’ve hosted a lot of events, from 
fashion shows to awards, to pageants, 
I host events, yes and, of course, we 
do celebrity appearances, guest ap-
pearances, I mean, entertainment is a 
very big subject, so we try as much as 
possible to touch on every area. It is 
so detailed.

You featured in the latest 
movie of Jim Iyke, ‘Bad Com-
ments’?

Yes,  I did a guest appearance in 
‘Bad comments’. It was amazing, it 
was an amazing experience.

Which other movie have you 
featured in? 

I have done a lot of movies, but 
let me talk about Bad Comments if 
you permit me. Bad Comments is 
a movie, I can’t wait to see how the 
crowd would react after watching this 
movie. I’m not speaking as an outsider 
now, I’m an insider because I know 
how this movie is because, like I said, 
I was a guest appearance in the movie. 
Now, this movie is about today’s real-
ity, that’s why I’m so happy, I cannot 
wait to see how people are going to 
react because, like I said, I was very 
impressed, I was very satisfied to see 
the reaction of the crowd. I personally 
believe that the negative impact of 

what trolling and cyber bullying have 
done to our society is underestimated, 
so, this shows what happens to some 
celebrities, not just celebrities, more of 
humans out there, normal people out 
there, people are getting depressed 
everyday, people are dying everyday, 
suicide, because of what they see on 
social media, so that’s what happens 
when we see movies like this be-
cause it just shows us so that we can 
learn and impact this kind of thing 
in our everyday lives , let people 
to know that what people are 
saying about you on social media 
doesn’t define you as a person, 
pray for grace to do the right 
thing, work hard and you’ll 
achieve what you’re meant to 
achieve. 

Have you experienced 
bad media before? 

Oh yes, I have, especially 
when I got out of the Big 
Brother house in 2014. I saw 
a lot of things, I experienced 
a lot of cyber bullying, 
people that had opinions 
of me or people that feel 
like they have opinions 
about me, then the kind of 
things they said about me, 
a lot of them lies and all 
that. At first, it got to me 
because at that point I was 
just like not ready for all the 
bullying I got that  time, but 

with time, I had to realise, I 
had to tell myself look, these 
things don’t define me as a 
person. Like I said, pray for 

grace, work hard, do what you’re 
supposed to do and God will grant 
you your desires. Forget about these 
things , if you let them get to you, 
the negative commentary will affect 
you as a person and you cannot forge 
ahead. So, people need to understand 
the social media. Social media has 
brought a lot of negativity into our 
reality, so, people need to be strong 
and understand that you should not let 
these things get to you as a person.

You don’t appear in movies 
as you used to, why?

Right from time, I’ve been taught 
and I’ve been educated not to take 
any script that doesn’t suit you, not 
because this producer wants you for 
a movie, that you scrutinise, you go 
through it, you look at the production 
as a whole, is it something you want 
to do? Is it something that will make 
you or mar you, so yeah, that’s how 
it has been for me working. Yes, I’ve 
been doing a lot of movies, last month 
I was busy, I’ve been busy through-
out the whole of last month, I’ve 
rarely had a day to myself, I’ve been 
working back to back and I still have 
a couple of scripts right now that I’m 
still about to start shooting, so yeah, 
it’s been very good for me so far, I just 
thank God. 

In Nollywood, female actors 
say that before they’re given a 
role, the producers lure them 
into relationships, sex and all 
that, and you too, you’re good 
looking, so, before you get a 
role to play, what’s your own 
challenge?

I’m aware of all those things that 
are being said about how direc-
tors and producers will only give a 
particular set of people, a particular 
set of female and male actors roles if 
they do this and that. I mean, we hear 
all these everyday, but the good thing 

– Melvin Oduah
that. So, I think, the reunion should 
be welcomed, people should see it as 
an opportunity to clear the air, “oh 
okay, I heard you said this about me, 
really?” Then the person says “no, 
this is what I said and this is why I 
said that “. Okay then, you guys make 
peace , you guys clear it out and that’s 
it. So, I believe that was the or that is 
the idea in doing a reunion show. You 
guys, okay, we know you don’t meet, 
you don’t talk about everything, but 
they’re bringing you guys together 
now, what is your grudge against us, 
what do you guys have against this 
person, say it out. 

You are very fashionable, 
what is  your type of style?

In fact, style for me is expressing 
yourself, the way you look, the way 
you dress should tell the person you 
are, your mood, how you feel at that 
point in time, so, that’s how it is for 
me. The way I come out is the way 
I’m feeling at that point in time. I can 
be so casual at some point, it means 
that I’m in that type of mood and I can 
come out very fashionable at some 
point, it means, that kind of mood is 
rare, yeah , so, fashion to me is just 
about expressing yourself through 
dressing. 

What’s your favourite music? 
I’m an all genre kind of person. Oh, 

yes, if it’s rock, R ‘n’ B, that is fine. 
You can’t find me listening to one 
kind of music. If you see my playlist, 
you’ll be shocked. I mean you can call 
me a weird because my playlist has 
different types of music, rock, rap, 
soul, old school, reggae, everything, 
so that’s my kind of person.

is that I’ve never been a victim of that, 
every single role I’ve played in every 
single movie have been given to me 
on credit and actually recommenda-
tions, and actually close auditions, 
even open auditions. People would 
tell him, oh, this guy is good, try him 
out and see, yeah, that’s what I’ve 
been doing since. So, these directors 
and producers, they try me out, in 
fact, 89 per cent, if not 90 per cent of 
the production houses, producers, the 
directors I’ve worked with always call 
me back because they enjoyed my 
performance in their production and 
that’s what it has been for me, so, yes 
, I hear these things no doubt, but I’ve 
just been lucky or privileged rather 
not to be in that scenario. So, I can’t 
talk much about it since I’ve never 
experienced it.

So, if you’re to advise any-
one who wants to go for Big 
Brother Naija, what would you 
tell them because many still 
believe it is not morally sound 
to watch?

(Laughs) I went for Big Brother 
Africa, not Big Brother Naija.

But it’s still Big Brother?
It’s still Big Brother, yeah, I think 

people should accept the positivity 
that the reunion does to people than 
the negativity. Now, these housemates 
were together for a couple of weeks 
and now, they left. Now, the reunion 
was what brought them back together 
again for the first time since they 
left the house. Now, going out of the 
house, you hear things, a lot of nega-
tive things, “oh do you know what 
this person said about you”? This and 

• Chukwuonu flanked by Mercy and Slimcase

How Big Brother Africa opened doors for me

Slimcase, Mercy emerge 
Davies Exotic Homes’ 
ambassadors
HAPPY times are here for talk 
show host, Mercy Alexander and 
hip-hop act, Oluwafemi Oladapo 
Oko-Eko aka Slimcase as lead-
ing property outfit, Davies Exotic 
Homes appointed them brand am-
bassadors.

The company recently unveiled 
both celebrities at an event graced 
by industry heavyweights in Lagos. 
Speaking on the occasion, the CEO 
of Davies Exotic Homes, David 
Chukwuonu said: “We are proud 
to unveil our brand ambassadors in 
the persons of Mercy Alexander, a 
popular talk show host and hip-hop 
act, Slimcase. As an actress and talk 
show host, the values of Mercy’s 
TV programme, D Gallery and her 
personality are in tandem with our 
brand values, hence her appointment 
as our brand ambassador. 

“The same goes for Slimcase 

who has transformed into an icon 
for youths in Nigeria and beyond. 
Both Mercy Alexander and Slim-
case’s dedication and handwork 
stand them out as celebrities to be 
emulated.” 

In her response, Mercy thanked 
the company for appointing her as 
its brand ambassador and promised 
to give her best. “I am really 
honoured to have been appointed 
brand ambassador of Davies Exotic 
Homes, a platform out to transform 
the property landscape in Nigeria 
by building sustainable and af-
fordable homes for Nigerians. The 
brand has come a long way and I 
am proud to identify with it.”

On his part, Slimcase said: “This 
is a very important career move for 
me. I want to thank Davies Exotic 
Homes for recognising my talent 
and giving me this opportunity.”
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RESIDENT DOCTORS 
STRIKE OF AGONY, DEATHS

“Again, we only have three con-
sultants on ground attending to pa-
tients. I pray the Federal Govern-
ment would do the needful to end 
this resident doctors’ strike to save 
many patients from dying.”

ENUGU
In Enugu, activities at both fed-

eral and state government hospitals 
have been paralyzed, leaving pa-
tients groaning. At the University of 
Nigeria Teaching Hospital (UNTH), 
Ituku Ozalla, National Orthopedic 
Hospital, Enugu and the Enugu 
State University Teaching Hospi-
tal (ESUT-TH), Parklane, Enugu, 
the same grim situation confronted 
Sunday Sun as only the nurses were 
visible attending to patients.

At the UNTH, patients were dis-
charged to seek medical attention in 
private hospitals.

Regarding the presence of few 
patients still on admission at the 
time of the visit, a hospital staff said: 
“Most of these ones still in the hos-
pital are those who have no money 
to pay their bills and had to stay 
back in the hospital. It is only the 
consultants that are attending to the 
patients and you can imagine how 
many they can handle.

“You know they are not many 
like the resident doctors. Some con-
sultants can be pompous too; some 
will just come and say, ‘I will only 
see four or five persons’ and you 
give the names of five they want to 
attend to and that’s all.

“Actually, many of the patients 
have left the hospital and I tell you 
most of them have gone to the pri-
vate hospitals of these consultants 
and resident doctors.”

The President of Association of 
Resident Doctors (ARD), UNTH, 
Dr. Amobi Amoha, told Sunday 
Sun that before the resident doctors 
embarked on the strike, they handed 
over the patients to the consultants.

He explained why: “You know in 
the hospital the consultants are the 
owners of the patients, not the res-
ident doctors, because the resident 
doctors are still under training. We 
are working under the instructions 
of the consultants. That is why all 
of us are undergoing training to be-
come consultants so that we can add 
to the workforce to deliver effective 
and efficient healthcare delivery. 
So what we did before we went on 
strike that day was that we handed 
over the patients to the consultants, 
that’s what we did, but you know it 
will overwhelm them.”   

The situation seem to be worse at 
the state owned ESUTH Parklane 
as one of the nurses who pleaded 
anonymity said that the strike had 
crippled major activities at the hos-
pital while intakes of new patients 
had been temporarily halted.  

At the National Orthopedic Hos-
pital Enugu, one of the patients, 
Mr. Jude Obisike, said though the 
consultants were offering skeletal 
services, the absence of resident 
doctors was still seriously felt by 
the patients.

He said,:“I am tired here. The 
only people who come here are con-
sultants and the nurses who you’re 
seeing everywhere. But the normal 
doctors who have been taking care 
of us have not come here since 
Monday.”

However, of the three hospitals, 
the Chief Medical Director (CMD) 
of UNTH, Dr. Obinna Onodugo, re-
ceived commendation for his efforts 
to provide equipment and other fa-
cilities in the hospital.

KADUNA

In line with what has been ob-
served in several federal hospitals 
in other states, patients that were on 
admission at Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital ABUTH, 
Shika, Zaria, before the NARD 
strike started are being attended to 
by medical consultants.

The Hospital Information, Proto-
col & Public Relations Officer, Mrs 
Wakilah T. Iliyasu made this known 
to Sunday Sun. 

She said: “Patients with critical 
conditions are still being attended 
to because the consultants are not 
on strike. But stable patients were 
discharged.”

While stating that she could not 
provide statistics on the number 
of patients that have died since the 
strike began, Wakilah affirmed this 
much: “Skeletal and emergency ser-
vices are being rendered in our Ac-
cident and Emergency (A&E) Unit, 
Labour Ward, Emergency Paedi-
atric Unit, (EPU), and emergency 
operations in the theatres. The on-
going strike is a national strike, but 
over the last two years, ABUTH has 
been undergoing radical infrastruc-
tural development and installation 
of modern medical/office equip-
ment.

“For instance, ABUTH recent-
ly commissioned a 1.5 Tesla MRI 
machine which is first-of-its -kind 
in Nigeria. The expansion and reno-
vation of the labour ward complex, 
construction of additional A&E, 
renovation of the male surgical 
ward, female surgical ward, ortho-
paedic ward and Maxillo Facial 
Unit (MFU), renovation and ex-
pansion of the old A&E. Presently, 
there are several ongoing construc-
tions and renovations within the 
hospital.”

IMO
In the Imo State capital, the Fed-

eral Medical Centre (FMC), Owerri 
has resorted to using National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) doctors in 
place of the residential doctors that 
are on strike. 

Although a few consultants were 
available to support them, families 
of stranded by the resident doctors’ 
strike have removed them from the 
wards.

“Most of the patients were dis-
charged immediately the strike 
commenced. You know there are no 
more resident doctors, the wards are 
almost empty except those that had 
emergency like accident,” a senior 
official told Sunday Sun in confi-
dence.  In view of the dire short sup-
ply of experienced doctors to handle 
patients, the hospital has stopped 
admitting new patients, including 
emergency cases. It was gathered 
that no death has been recorded at 
the health facility since the strike 
began.

A patient, Eguzozie, said that he 
was compelled to visit the FMC to 
see a specialist because of a compli-
cation that developed in the prostate 
surgery he had at a private hospital. 
Unfortunately he was turned back. 
Also, Madam Iwedike Agboma, 
was equally directed to seek treat-
ment elsewhere. 

EDO
It has been lamentation galore 

and pain for families and patients 
as the NARD strike has contin-
ued to take a toll on their lives. At 
the University of Benin Teaching 
Hospital (UBTH), several persons 
who have been visiting the hospital 
have become frustrated over their 
inability to get medical services. All 
efforts to get the number of deaths at 
the hospital as a result of the strike 

failed as officials declined to dis-
close such information. In the wake 
of the strike, consultant told Sunday 
Sun: “We are not admitting new pa-
tients for now. All we do is run our 
clinics on our clinic days.”

BAYELSA
The padlock on the entrance of 

the male ward of the Federal Medi-
cal Centre (FMC), Yenagoa, Bayel-
sa State summarised the effect of 
the NARD strike.

To ensure full compliance and to-
tal shutdown of activities, members 
of Bayelsa State chapter of NARD,  
led by Dr Divine Iriole, had gone 
round the wards to lock the doors to 
ensure none of their members was 
compelled to work.

Investigations revealed that the 
NARD even locked the canteen be-
fore the management prevailed on 
them to open it since non-members 
of the association working at the 
hospital also use the canteen.

The strike has paralysed activities 
at the FMC, forcing patients to seek 
medical care at private hospitals in 
the state capital.

Sunday Sun visit to the hospital 
revealed that skeletal services were 
still being offered by the hospital 
management to bridge the gap es-
pecially for those with emergence 
cases.

Mrs Anges Ebifemowei, who 
said her daughter’s wound was be-
ing dressed, mistakenly assumed 
Sunday Sun reporter to be a doctor 
and lamented: “Please when is this 
strike going to end? Since I have 
been coming I have not seen any 
doctor, it has been nurses that have 
been dressing her wound, but the 
wound has refused to heal. I cannot 
afford to go to private hospital since 
I don’t have big money to pay.”

Head of Clinical Services (HCS), 
Dr Peter Alabrah, in an interview 
said: “We have doctors on contract 
at the hospital who are helping to at-
tend to patients. We also have con-
sultants and junior doctors who are 
not part of NARD. There are also 
Youth Corps members. These are 
the people we are using.”

At the state owned Niger Del-
ta University Teaching Hospital 
(NDUTH), Okolobiri, which ordi-
narily should serve as an alterna-
tive to the FMC, the situation is the 
same as the NARD Okolobiri chap-
ter even has local issues to contend 
with the state government aside the 
national issues.

Consultants have stepped in to 
offer skeletal services. A consul-
tant who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said that before the na-
tional strike, NARD members at 
the NDUTH were aggrieved over 
infrastructure, equipment and wel-
fare issues.

He said that even if the national 
NARD called off its strike the local 
chapter might continue the industri-
al action.

ANAMBRA
Medical students undergoing 

training at the Nnamdi Aziki-
we University Teaching Hospital 
(NAUTH), Nnewi have agonising 
experience since the strike started, 
given that their training substantial-
ly supervised by the striking resi-
dent doctors stopped.

One the students,  a 500 Level 
student, Nneoma, said in a brief 
chat: “As 500 Level students, we’re 
mostly clinical students. We live in 
the hospital and most of what we 
do is clinically based and involve 
doctors and patients. So, with the 
ongoing NARD strike, we do not 
have patients on admission, which 

means that we cannot practice or 
clear cases that will come out in 
our examinations. When you go to 
the clinics, the attention we get is 
usually not that optimal because the 
consultants are overwhelmed with 
the work. This is affecting us even 
in our upcoming examinations. I 
believe that what NARD is fighting 
is in our own interest because we all 
will become doctors one day. If they 
lose this fight, it’s going to be ter-
rible for us as young doctors in the 
future. So, the government should 
listen.”

A nursing student at College of 
Nursing Science, Amichi, Chin-
weze Nwakasi, lamented that his 
training session at NAUTH, which 
was supposed to last for one month, 
has been cut short.

“We do come here to have our 
experience as student nurses. It is 
supposed to be for a period of one 
month. This strike is having effect 
on the students and the patients as 
well because through the patients, 
the students will learn. They get 
exposed to different ailments and 
how to manage them. In the future, 
they might encounter such as staff 
nurses.”

 LAGOS
A visit to the usually crowded Fed-

eral Medical Centre, Ebute-Metta in 
Yaba area of Lagos State, delivery 
of healthcare services has been at 
very low ebb. At the Accident and 
Emergency Unit, few patients were 
seen. The Family Planning Clinic 
had only one female consultant and 
two nurses available to hold forte 
for the day.

At the Lagos University Teach-
ing Hospital (LUTH) last Tuesday 
showed that skeletal services were 
still being rendered to the patients in 
the hospital. The Head, Corporate 
Services Division of the hospital, 
Mr Pius Ewa, while acknowleging 
that the hospital was not working at 
its peak, he however said the health 
facility was “working quite alright” 
adding, “the hospital still admits as 
many patients that need medical at-
tention; we don’t turn any patients 
in need of medical attention back.”

A security personnel at the hospi-
tal also confirmed that the hospital 
was still quite functional in its ac-
tivities as patients were still being 
received as usual. 

Sunday Sun equally observed 
that activities in the premises were 
still running as some medical staff, 
whose designation could not be 
ascertained at the time of the visit 
were seen attending to patients that 
needed medical attention.

C/RIVER
The beehive of activities usually 

observed at the Neuro-Psychiatric 
Hospital, Calabar, has witnessed a 
lull as the NARD strike went into 
the third week. However, skeletal 
services are still being offered, par-
ticularly to critical cases admitted 
into the hospital before the strike 
started and, therefore, could not be 
sent away.

Some of the patients spoken to 
complained that they were in deep 
agony as they were not given due 
attention since the doctors declared 
the strike.

Their situation, they said, was 
made worse by their inability to 
relocate to private clinics because 
of the nature of their cases as their 
doctors are specialists and the drugs 
prescribed for them are not such 
that one could just go to a pharmacy 
shop to procure.

One of the patients added that 
those of them who could afford 
private hospital bills had relocated 
to the Navy Hospital and other big 
clinics that offer neuropsychiatric 
services.

 KANO
Aminu Kano Teaching Hospi-

tal, AKTH, Kano, has also been in 
the grip of the strike that paralysed 
healthcare services in other govern-
ment secondary and tertiary hospi-
tals.

A visit to the hospital on Wednes-
day showed that only consultants 
were offering skeletal medical ser-
vices.

A senior medical student in-
formed Sunday Sun that the resi-
dent doctors had effectively ground-
ed healthcare delivery at the facility 
given that the striking doctors con-
stitute about 70 per cent of medical 
officers at the hospital.

Sunday Sun learnt from a Ma-
tron that on a normal day about 
250 patients visit the hospital for 
treatment. On Wednesday only 60 
patients were recorded.

The fall in number of patients 
seeking care at the health facility 
has consequently affected the pro-
cessing of applications for health 
insurance.

Commenting on this develop-
ment, Chairman of the NHIS Com-
mittee of AKTH, Dr Grema Bukur, 
said: “We are getting less patients.  
Some of them are not aware they 
would still get their services. We are 
also receiving less referral patients 
because the specialties are not per-
forming optimally.”

 KOGI
As in other states, the NARD 

strike has caused serious hardship 
and pain to patients who could not 
afford the high cost of healthcare 
services in private hospitals.

It was learnt that so far no deaths 
had been recorded as the manage-
ments of some of the government 
hospitals in the state such as Kabba 
Specialist Hospital, Okene General 
Hospital and Idah General Hospital, 
among others devised some means 
where nurses, midwives and other 
junior medical personnel were de-
ployed to render skeletal services to 
patients.

When our correspondent visited 
the Federal Medical Centre, Lokoja 
on Monday, consultants and some 
senior medical doctors along with 
some nurses and other healthcare 
personnel were on duty, to offer ser-
vices to patients.

•Continued from page 5
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WELCOME to a great week ahead. I pray that 
as you encounter the Word today, you will have 
your personal testimony of TOTAL EXPERI-
ENCE of WALKING IN FREEDOM. 

The quality of our lives is the product of 
the revelation of God's word that we run with. 
In this series on Freedom walk, we have been 
sharing keys or principles that will enhance 
the quality of life we live and the results we 
produce based on God's intention for our lives. 
Here is the sixth key to walking in freedom:

DIVINE DIRECTION
In life, it is not every path a man travels on 

that will lead to desired and expected destina-
tion. There is a specific path that leads to the 
place. Your access to that path so you can land 
on your place in life is the crux of Divine Direc-
tion. 

In the life-schools of progress and success, 
divine direction is fundamental. It is another 
master key to the life of outstanding manifesta-
tions. Looking at the testimonies of scriptures, it 
is abundantly clear that this key is the one secret 
of the exploits and exceptional lives of the 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs of faith. The heroes 
and heroines of faith were not exceptional 
because they always had favorable, convenient 
and palatable circumstances. Their uniqueness 
were mainly a function of their capacity and 
ability to navigate through very terrible times 
and situation by the help of God's direction. 
See the peculiar cases of Isaac in GENESIS 
26:1-3 and Elijah in 1 KINGS 17:1-6, just to 
mention a few. I will talk about these examples 
in a little more details as we progress, however, 
it is important ant to highlight very quickly, that 
irrespective of what your present circumstances 
are, you can stay on top by the help of divine 
directions. Your life is wired to be able to shine 
no matter the darkness around you. 

God designed your life for progress. Accord-
ing to PROVERBS 4:18, “But the path of the 
just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day”. You are made to 
shine and not struggle. Shinning is your destiny 
and not struggling. You are meant to shine 
spiritually, materially, financially and maritally. 
God cannot establish His people in the low 
places of the earth. The top is where we belong. 
Your place is the top and not the pit. Progress in 
life is your portion but progress is not real until 
it is evident.

ous frustration. Do not do just what every other 
person is doing, whether as a Pastor, Business 
person and whatever your career is. It is our 
right to be directed by God and as children of 
God, direction is mandatory.

PSALM 38:8, “I am feeble and sore 
broken: I have roared by reason of the disquiet-
ness of my heart”. To be His sheep, is to be 
guaranteed His voice. If we are connected to 
Him, His voice is guaranteed. Instruction is 
the key to a life of rest. God’s instruction is 
the cure to every man’s frustration. Divine 
direction guarantees progress. To enjoy lasting 
progress, you must connect to divine direction. 
The reason you need to connect to divine 
direction is because your progress is connected 
to revelation.

God does not direct us for His own profit-
ing. He is directing us for our own profiting. 
Anytime you hear instruction from God, 
always be reminded that it is to your own 
advantage. To hear from heaven is to shine 
on earth. To hear from above is to walk in 
prosperity.

This was actually one outstanding secret 
of the Patriarch Isaac's survival in spite of the 
terrible economic situation of his days. When 
there was famine in the land, while everyone 
else was going down, Isaac kept rising higher 
and higher because he heard from God. 

GENESIS 26:1-3, “And there was a 
famine in the land, beside the first famine that 
was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went 
unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto 
Gerard. And the LORD appeared unto him, 
and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in 
the land which I shall tell thee of: Sojourn in 
this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless 
thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will 
give all these countries, and I will perform the 
oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;”

No man hears from God and runs into 
trouble. You can keep enjoying progress no 
matter the wave of trouble that is in town. You 
can keep enjoying financial freedom irrespec-
tive of the economic situation in your country. 
Divine direction is the believer’s trade secret. 
King David fought many battles and never 
lost any, because he never went into any battle 
without hearing from God. When your plans 
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TOTAL EXPERIENCE WITH

Things are changing everyday and the key 
way to keep making progress is to keep adding 
to what you have already done. Let everyday 
become a plus. The Psalmist said in PSALM 
71:7a, “I am as a wonder unto many”... The 
secret to being a wonder to many is to know 
and see what the many don't. This is accessible 
by divine direction. 

There is no progress without secrets. Divine 
direction is the master key to progress. No one 
can go up without direction. In 

GALATIANS 2:2a, the Apostle Paul 
declared, “And I went up by revelation, and 
communicated unto them that gospel which 
I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to 
them which were of reputation, lest by any 
means I should run, or had run, in vain”. Suc-
cess in life is principle based. Every business 
has trade secrets. Divine direction is the trade 
secret of the outstandings life of the Believer. 
Revelation is what provokes revolution. God 
has a roadmap for everyone of us, just as He 
communicated to the Prophet Jeremiah. JER-
EMIAH 1:4-5 (AMPC), “Then the word 
of the Lord came to me [Jeremiah], saying, 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew [and] 
approved of you [as My chosen instrument], 
and before you were born I separated and set 
you apart, consecrating you; [and] I appointed 
you as a prophet to the nations”.

When direction is located, success is guar-
anteed and frustration eliminated. You need to 
find out what God has programmed for you to 
do in every phase of your life. A divine plan is 
the first trigger that determines a man’s success 
and progress in life, ministry, business, etc. 

When you discover the divine plan for your 
life, you access the help of God and command 
the attention of men. Knowing your assign-
ment in life, determines your attainment in life. 
If you know what you are created to do, then 
you are sure of undeniable progress.

Direction is a lifetime demand and not a 
onetime thing. You need revelation from time 
to time to stay relevant and make a difference 
from time to time. Every phase of our lives 
exposes us to new challenges and present 
peculiar circumstances. It is the timeliness of 
your revelation and direction that is the com-
pass through your peculiar situations. Take the 
instance of Moses and the children of Israel in 
DEUTERONOMY 2:1-6: “Then we turned, 
and took our journey into the wilderness by the 
way of the Red sea, as the LORD spake unto 
me: and we compassed mount Seir many days. 
And the LORD spake unto me, saying, Ye 
have compassed this mountain long enough: 
turn you northward. And command thou the 
people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast 
of your brethren the children of Esau, which 
dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of you: 
take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore: 
Meddle not with them; for I will not give you 
of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; 
because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for 
a possession. Ye shall buy meat of them for 
money, that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy 
water of them for money, that ye may drink”. 
Notice that they had to receive fresh direction 
from time to time to stay in the will of God 
throughout their journey to freedom. Life 
without divine direction is nothing but continu-

HE that troubleth his own house 
shall inherit the wind: and the 
fool shall be servant to the wise of 
heart. The fruit of the righteous is 
a tree of life; and he that winneth 
souls is wise.

Wisdom is a prerequisite to 
becoming a soul winner and soul 
winning is one of the proofs that you 
are walking in wisdom. To win souls 
means to lead others who are not 
saved to accept our lord Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and saviour.

Solomon in his wisdom prophe-
sied about the winning of souls many 
years before the coming of our Lord 
Jesus when he said, He that winneth 
souls is wise. If those who win souls 
are wise, then those who do not win 
souls are fools. This is one reason 
why you must begin today to engage 
in soul winning. You cannot afford to 
be classified as a fool in the sight of 
God; for Proverbs 11:29 says that 
the fool shall be servant to the wise

If you are not winning souls, 
you are actually making yourself a 
servant without knowing it.

This reflects what will happen 
when we get to heaven. All those 
who win souls on earth will be in 
authority over those who do not win 
souls. While those who fail to win 
souls on earth will be servants to 
those who do so when they get to 
heaven.

The fruit of the righteous is a 
tree of life. We have been made the 
righteousness of God through Christ 
Jesus, and the scripture declares that 
we are supposed to bear fruits of 
righteousness and our fruit is a tree 
of life.

Men in scripture are described as 
trees. The bible calls believers trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the 
lord. As soul winners we are to bear 
fruits even trees of life; because we 

have been made alive, our fruits are 
trees of life.

Christ Jesus died to save the 
whole world and He has ordained 
that those who will inherit the fruits 
of His redemptive work can only do 
so through preaching, by those who 
are already saved.

Before He left He gave us a task 
which we call the great commission, 
to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel.

Mark 16:15-16 says And he said 
unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.

We must begin today and every-
day to fulfill this task. This is not a 
task to be done once in a while but a 
task to be done daily. I want to moti-
vate you to take 30minutes everyday 
to speak to someone about Jesus and 
win the person to Christ.

Step out of your office at your 
break hour and take 30 minutes of 
your break hour to speak to someone 

about Jesus. If your break hour is 
too tight do it for 30 minutes after 
close of work before you go home 
from work. Daily effort to win souls 
will yield daily results of souls being 
won.

Acts 2:47b And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be 
saved. God adds daily to His church 
such as should be saved through 
daily evangelism efforts.

2Timothy 4:5 says But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry. The state-
ment, ‘do the work of an evangelist’ 
is a divine command from the lips 
of the Holy Spirit and I want to 
remind you of the need to obey His 
voice. Do the work of an evangelist 
and fulfill your earthly ministry. 
Evangelism is the one ministry that 
God gave us which we must rise up 
and start fulfilling.

Hebrews 3:15 declares 
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"While it is said, Today if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts, as 
in the provocation." God's voice to 
us is a divine command from heaven 
to us instructing us to do the work of 
an evangelist. I encourage you not to 
close your mind to this.

I charge you to get up and begin 
today, taking 30 minutes out of your 
day to find someone to preach to 
about the lord. What is the work 
of an Evangelist? The Greek word 
translated evangelist literarily means 
one who tells others the good news 
of salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.

Taking time out daily to find 
people who are either unsaved or 
backsliden and sharing the word of 
God with them to get them saved is 
the work of evangelism.

God wants us to do this work daily. 
In Acts 8, the scripture records that 
Phillip went down to Samaria and 
preached Christ and the people gave 
heed to him both hearing and seeing 
the miracles which he did. Philip is a 
classic example of a New Testament 
Evangelist. One core lesson from 
his life is the fact that he went down 
from Jerusalem to Samaria to win 
them to Christ.

For us to win the lost to Jesus, we 
must go down from our symbolic 
Jerusalem's to the places and people 
who are unsaved so we can win them 
to the Lord.

We cannot win people to the lord 
by sitting down doing nothing. We 
must go according to the words of 
our Lord Jesus to the unsaved and 
minister to them. It will amaze you 
how many people are willing and 
ready to give heed to the things 
which you will speak if you make an 
effort to speak to them.

In Mark 16:20, after Jesus com-
manded the disciples to go into all 

the world and preach the gospel, 
the scripture records that they went 
forth, and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with signs 
following.

God is waiting to work with you 
if you can just go. The problem 
with many of us is that we are 
being disobedient to this heavenly 
commission in not going while 
some of us are only respond-
ing once in a while. God wants 
us preaching to sinners daily so 
He can add to the church daily. I 
encourage you to join in this daily 
evangelism effort. Everyday take 
30 minutes during your break hour 
or 30 minutes immediately after 
work and find someone to preach 
to. The Holy Spirit is waiting to 
add daily as many as should be 
saved. He is waiting for you to 
start evangelising daily to fulfill 
this task.

Will you act today? Will you 
start daily evangelism? What does 
your heart say to this?

Last Line: Have you ever won-
dered what it means to give your 
life to Christ and be saved? Are you 
born again? God sent Jesus to die 
for all your sins so that you will not 
have to be punished for the same. 
To be saved means to simply accept 
Christ Jesus as your substitutionary 
sacrifice for your sins and to make 
him lord over your life. Surrender 
your life to Christ today by asking 
Jesus to forgive you your sins; ask 
Him to come into your life and to 
make you a new person. If you 
are facing challenges and require 
counseling/prayers do not hesitate 
to contact me. I will be willing to 
assist as much as I can.

Becoming a soul winner
Proverbs 11: 29-30 

• Continued on 
www.sunnewsonline.com
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INTRODUCTION

EFFECTIVE writers understand 
the use of metaphors in clarifying a 
matter, spicing a message, as well 
as compelling their audience to 
respond practically in a particular 
way. Paul was one of such masters 
of the pen.

When writing to the Galatians, 
he used a metaphor to explain 
a spiritual principle simply by 
striking a subtle resemblance. He 
remarked, “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth to his flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 
(Galatians 6:7). Paul suggests 
a resemblance between sowing in 
agriculture and how we presently 
conduct our life in reality. The vital 
lessons from his comparison is the 
focus of today’s study.

Can a man mock God? God 
cannot be mocked. Will a man rob 
God? (Malachi 3:8). But God 
perhaps deliberately inspired these 
to provoke us to deep sober reflec-
tion on the nature of our actions, 
especially when we are attempting 
the impossible to our own destruc-
tion. It is therefore no surprise to see 
Paul writing thus since he was once 
personally warned against kicking 
against the pricks. (Acts 9:5)

Hardly does any man set out to 
rob God or to mock Him, but alas! 

how often we might do, albeit 
unconsciously and carelessly. So, 
how does that happen? It happens 
when we attempt to evade God’s 
law; when we act thoughtlessly 
without considering the fruit of our 
actions, or when we act and expect 
that our actions should yield no fruit 
because of the evil consequences 
that should befall us.

THE MATTER AT HAND
In Genesis 8:22, God estab-

lished the law of sowing and reap-
ing that chiefly governs the opera-
tion of nature: “As long as the earth 
endures, seedtime and harvest, cold 
and heat, summer and winter, and 
day and night will not cease."

To sow is to bury a seed in the 
ground. Once the seed is sown, it is 
no more seen, but based on the law, 
we must receive its fruits in greater 
measure at a later time, whether we 
look forward to the harvest or not. 
Just as we plant and expect fruit, so 
every action or inaction of ours will 
have its’ reward or consequences at 
some later time.

It is the greatest height of folly 

for anyone to be dealing with God 
in pretense and hypocrisy. Those 
who go about to mock God do but 
deceive themselves since the God 
to whom we are accountable can 
easily see through all our disguises, 
and will certainly deal with us here-
after, not according to our profes-
sions, but our practices.

“Neither is there any creature 
that is not manifest in his sight: but 
all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do.” (Hebrews 4:13)

CONSEQUENCES OF 
SOWING TO THE FLESH

To sow to the flesh is to feed 
and gratify the flesh by engaging 
in deeds that bring pleasure to it. 
Promiscuity, bribery, murder, lying, 
etc. are seeds of the flesh. Samson 
often sowed to his flesh during 
his escapades in Philistia, most 
popularly, with Delilah. David also 
did so with Bathsheba, and almost 
ruined his entire household. On the 
other hand, the Rechabites were 
deliberate in resisting the flesh, and 
God rewarded them (See Jeremi-
ah 35:18, 19).

If we sow the wind, we shall reap 
the whirlwind. Those who live a 
carnal sensual life, who instead of 
employing themselves to the honour 
of God and the good of others, 
spend all their thoughts, and care, 
and time, about the flesh, must ex-
pect no other fruit of such a course 
than corruption –a mean and short-
lived satisfaction at present, and ruin 
and misery at the end of it.

CONSEQUENCES OF 
SOWING TO THE SPIRIT

To sow to the Spirit is to yield 
to the influence of the Holy Spirit 
in obeying and pleasing God in all 
things. Such was the path taken by 
Abel, Enoch and several saints of 
old. As a man of faith, Abraham 
obeyed God against all odds and he 
reaped rewards of divine blessings 
(Genesis 22).

Those who sow to the Spirit, who 
under the guidance and influence of 
the Spirit do live a holy and spiritual 
life, a life that is devoted to God and 
useful in service to others, shall ulti-
mately reap life everlasting through 
the Spirit of God – they shall have 
the truest comfort in their present 
course, and an eternal life with hap-
piness at the end of it.

CONCLUSION
Beloved, what seeds are you sow-

ing? Of course, having understood 
the principle discussed here, you can 
determine your results. You don’t 
have to gratify the flesh and end 
up in destruction; rather, you can 

choose to sow to the Spirit and reap 
everlasting life through the grace of 
God and the help of the Spirit. 

Besides, while many around 
us are carousing in short-lived 
pleasures, it is important that we 
who have chosen to follow the 
Spirit’s guidance continue therein, 
fortifying our minds with assur-
ance that God’s word will never 
fail, and finding satisfaction daily 
in His priceless peace. Your reward 
is sure!

Beloved, have you entered into 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ by accepting Him as your 
Lord and Saviour? If you have 
not, you need to do so without de-
lay. Inviting and accepting Jesus 
Christ into your life is the begin-
ning of a glorious and eternally 
rewarding relationship with God, 
your Creator. It is a decision you 
can never regret as you walk with 
Him faithfully and consistently 
for the rest of your life. Surrender 
your life to Jesus Christ today 
by acknowledging that you are 
a sinner. God sent Jesus Christ 
to die for you and as you confess 
your sins to Him, He will forgive 
you so that you will not have to be 
punished for the same. Ask Jesus 
Christ to cleanse our with His 
precious blood, deliver you from 
sin and Satan and empower you 
by the Holy Spirit to henceforth 
live above sin and live totally for 
God from now on. You can write 
and share your testimony via 
f_meduoye@yahoo.com

SOWING FOR A REWARD

NGIGE, LUKMAN AND THE IRONY OF LETHARGY OVER DOCTORS’ STRIKE
By Darlington Anule 

PENULTIMATE week, while students 
were taking NECO/WAEC examination, the 
Director General of the Progressives Gover-
nors Forum(PGF) Salihu Lukman provided 
those of them offering literature in English, a 
typical example of irony . Lukman in a media 
tirade, accused  the Ministers of Labour and 
Employment, Sen. Chris Ngige and that of 
Health, Dr. Ehanire  of lethargy that spurred the 
ongoing strike by the Nigerian Association of 
Resident Doctors(NARD). He further blamed 
Ngige for the incendiary dispute between the 
Nigerian Labour Congress and the Kaduna 
State Government. Being a member of the 
APC and the handler of the secretariat of the 
23 State Governors of the party that also leads 
the Federal Government, his intervention was 
easily mistaken for a self- purge. 

However, while his tirade made headlines 
, an uncelebrated but decisive counter came 
from the Nigeria Labour Congress(NLC) who 
took the public space to eulogize  Ngige on his 
birthday which came the same day . Signed by 
its President, Ayuba Wabba, NLC, the nation’s 
apex labour centre described Ngige as a forth-
right leader who is keen on result. “ You have 
borne the burden of leadership with equanimity 
and without shirking your responsibility, espe-
cially at the Federal Ministry of Labour, where 
it is all work and only work! We note with 
sincerity that in spite of the deluge of disputes 
brought before you every other day, you have 
never lost your cool under pressure.”

Yes, Ngige kept his cool probably because 
he felt Lukman is simply a gnat looking for a 
flesh to bite. Reason is that a typical Ngige was 
missing in a statement released by his office 
in response. However, what is outstanding is 
the contrast of the two quarters that delivered 
the parallel judgement on Ngige. Lukman was 
sequestered in the  comfort of his office at the 
PGF, ostensibly  alienated from the realities in 
the world of work. But the NLC  who knows 
better, dwells in trenches, in eternal vigilance 
with the people . I therefore leave the judge-
ment to the public . But here lies the big irony, 
which I tend to stretch with more facts, from  a 
casual  survey of the reportage of the Ministry  
in the major dailies, since January 2021. The 
reason is to either  align or dislodge the minds 
of the public  from Lukman’s thesis on Ngige.

On April 17, 2021 , one of the headlines 

in the Guardian newspaper read, “ NARD 
extols Ngige for timely resolution of doctors’ 
strike,” while a similar item in The Cable  has 
, “ Resident Doctors ‘grateful’, describe Ngige 
as ‘medical elder of repute.  The Sun wasn’t 
different that day, “ NARD commends Ngige 
for resolution of  doctors’ strike .  On April 23, 
“ Presidency commends Ngige for resolving 
Kaduna , labour face-off,” was in one of the  
pages of the Sun newspaper while Thisday 
simply wrote  in a rider, “Kaduna; Presidency 
Commends Ngige.” On April 28, Vanguard 
reported, “ JUSUN apologises to Ngige over 
unfriendly labour conduct,” while Premium 
Times wrote, “ JUSUN apologises to Minister 
over walkout by members.” Also in the Pulse 
of June 2, was an item , “PASAN apologises 
to Ngige, ask him to re-start conciliation.”  On 
June 14, The Guardian had “ JUSUN com-
mends Ngige for support during strike.”  On 
July 23 of the Pulse was “ Union of Pensioners 
apologises to Ngige over members unethical 
conduct.  On July 22, a headline in Vanguard 
newspaper , declared, “ Nigeria will be better 
with more people like Ngige.” It was also  
reported in the Nation, Leadership and Thisday 
newspapers .  

The Ministry is a heavily reported one 
because of the torrents of issues thereof but 
I decided to sift only these to enable readers 
see the farce and not just the irony in Luk-
man’s postulation. It is impossible that Ngige 

is not successfully proactive and 
still receives such an uncommon 
commendation from the ever restive 
labour unions.  Lukman is ignorant 
of the issues he took on simply 
put.   The NLC/Kaduna crisis would 
have engulfed the entire nation but 
for the timely intervention of Ngige 
who apprehended it on the third day, 
summoning both parties to Abuja. He 
had earlier conciliated  a similar face 
off  when hundreds of unqualified 
teachers were sacked . The meeting 
was attended by  Governor El-Rufai 
in Abuja. But who doesn’t know  the 
frosty relationship between both par-
ties since 2017 that Lukman should 
scapegoat Ngige ?  Anyway, the dis-
pute  has today been conciliated with 
the submission of the preliminary 
reports of  the bipartite committee, 
bringing the  prospects of a final nail 
on the coffin the dispute nearer . 

To be honest, Nigerians are wor-
ried that  doctors are on strike at a time the 
nation is battling  the third wave of Covid-19, 
compounded by the outbreak of cholera in 
some states . They are even more worried 
how incessant doctors’ strike has become 
but the frequency  is not an indicator of how 
badly government has failed the health sector. 
Government’s efforts have rather  been upbeat 
as proved by fidelity to the Memorandum of 
Action with NARD. But it appears doctors 
open new flank as issues are being taken 
on. The decision of the National Council on 
Establishment given  effect by the circular from 
the office of the Head of Service of the Federa-
tion which excised years of internship and the 
NYSC from the  service years for doctors is at 
the request of the State governments . But even 
that has zero effect on the emoluments of the 
doctors already captured in CONMESS 1 and 
above and  in the overall 35 service years. But 
how will an action initiated by the federating 
states badger services at the federal government 
hospitals if not  a case of weaponizing even an 
extraneous cause? 

Besides, the case of the Residency Training 
Fund(RTF)  already given flesh and blood by  
RTF Act 2018 is another sore matter which 
scores a no case against the doctors. The 
federal government already has an act in place 
and the onus falls on the states to domesticate 
theirs. Again, why should doctors in the federal  

hospitals be on strike over this? Also, evidence  
from the  Office of the Accountant General of 
the Federation shows that  residency training 
fund for 2021 is captured in the service wide 
votes already signed into law by the President 
and movement of funds to various subheads 
ongoing. Should NARD be on strike on 
account of that too?  That IPPIS experiences 
challenges  which all of us know and  payment 
to 114 out of over 3000 resident doctors got 
faulty, about  2% failure rate;  is it enough for 
NARD to be on strike? Even at that, house and 
medical officers are not members of NARD 
, therefore should be outside the agitation by 
NARD, especially as  the Registrar of the 
Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria stated 
that he has paid up to July, all house doctors 
who properly enrolled through an online portal, 
that seamlessly  eliminated favoritism. 

So where is Lukman coming from? 
Whither the balderdash about Ngige’s  
lethargy   being responsible for the strike? 
What is more  appalling is that he is a highly 
placed official of the ruling APC, who leads 
the think-thank of its governors . Question 
then is , what does he advise the governors 
on,  if he doesn’t know simple facts as these 
? What blueprint does he build for them? 
Any wonder the loitering  mess in some 
of the states, rudderless  without defining 
features of an ideological platform that 
Lukman’s office ought to give together with 
his party. Such office should be for a savvy 
technocrat than a politician who passes reck-
less and unsupportable judgement and whose  
upward mobility on issues will be unassail-
able. He has failed woefully.

Bigger ignorance is his suggestion  Ngige 
should migrate issues to the Industrial court 
. Meaning that he wants Nigeria  crippled as 
courts provide no fast remedy, and achieves 
less than  conciliation does . Imagine what 
would have happened if Ngige had allowed 
the strike by judiciary and parliamentary 
staff move to the industrial court . Courts and 
State Houses of Assembly would have still 
been under lock and key.  Is Lukman aware 
that Ngige has transmitted   NARD’s strike 
to the industrial court which  adjourned it to 
September 15?  Does Lukman know the im-
plication if Ngige folds hands and allow the 
slow turning wheel of the court to the end? 

• Anule, a labour activist, writes 
from Abuja 

• Ngige
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INEC AND THE TRAGEDY 
OF MULTIPLE COURT 
ORDERS
By Daniel Kanu

WORRIED by the danger multiple 
court orders pose to future elections, the 
Independent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) recently called on the 
leadership of the judiciary and that of 
the Nigeria Bar Association (NBA) to 
intervene in curbing multiple orders 
and judgments by courts of coordinate 
jurisdiction on election matters.

INEC had made reference to the  No-
vember 6  Anambra State governorship 
poll, saying that the legion of  orders 
and judgments could erode its pow-
ers, compromise its independence and 
affect the timelines of the 2023 general 
elections.

The electoral commission, making its 
case through the National Commission-
er and Chairman, Information and Voter 
Education Committee, Festus Okoye, 
raised the alarm at the implementation 
meeting of the Voter Education and 
Publicity Department in Awka, Anambra 
State.

Okoye pleaded that the leaderships 
of the bar association and the judiciary 
wade into this descent to forum shop-
ping and the multiplicity of orders and 
judgments from courts of coordinate 
jurisdiction.

“This is urgent, it is imperative and 
cannot be carried over to the 2023 gen-
eral elections,” he asserted.

In frustration, INEC said that the situ-
ation was becoming increasingly hard 
for court orders and judgments to be 
obeyed because of the antics of aspirants 
and candidates.

According to Okoye, “the commis-
sion has variously and consistently com-
plained at the frequency and consistency 

2023 presidency: 
North willing to 
support South 
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with which courts of coordinate jurisdic-
tion in different jurisdictions all over 
Nigeria assumed jurisdiction and delivered 
judgments as well as issued orders with 
far-reaching implications on the conduct 
of the Anambra State governorship elec-
tion.

 “Some of the orders have the tendency 
of eroding the powers of the commission 
and compromising its independence, pow-
ers, and timelines for the conduct of the 
upcoming election.”

There have also been situations where 
INEC had contended that certain courts 
lacked jurisdiction to entertain certain suits 
or to halt the collation process of an elec-
tion, thereby posing a threat.

Many court cases abound on the issue of 
multiple orders that have remained a sour 
grape in the nation’s elections which the 
Supreme Court had to stamp its authority 
to resolve.   

For instance, the Court of Appeal, So-
koto Division had to set aside the verdict 
of the Zamfara High Court, allowing the 
APC to field candidates in the 2019 elec-
tion.

A Zamfara State High Court recognised 
the APC primaries that produced gover-
norship, state and National Assembly can-
didates after series of multiple judgments 
and ordered INEC to accept the party’s 
candidates for the elections.

Dissatisfied with the state High Court 
decision, the appellants, Senator Kabiru 
Marafa and 129 others through their 
counsel, Chief Mike Ozekhome, SAN, ap-
proached the Appeal Court and challenged 
the decision on the grounds that the state 
High Court lacked jurisdiction to entertain 
the suit, among others.

It was a case that the Supreme Court in 
March 2019 had to intervene as it nullified 
the elections of all the candidates of the 
APC in that elections.

Delivering the unanimous judgment of 
the five-man panel led by the then acting 
Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justice Tanko 
Muhammad, the apex court declared the 
first runners-up in the 2019 general elec-
tions in the state as the winners of all the 
positions earlier declared to have been 
won by the APC and its candidates.

Justice Paul Galinje, who read the lead 
judgment, upheld the decision of the 
Sokoto Division of the Court of Appeal 
to the effect that the APC did not conduct 
any valid primary election and as such had 
no candidate for any of the elections in the 
state.

In giving its ruling, the judges agreed 
that the judgment should serve as a “bitter 
lesson” for political parties as they ought 
to follow legitimate guidelines and rules.

 “Domestic affairs of political party 
activities must act within the confines of 
the law in dealing with party members and 
elections,” they said.

Recall also that on February 8, 2019, 
the Supreme Court nullified a ruling of 
the Court of Appeal which allowed the All 
Progressives Congress to field candidates 
in Rivers State in the general elections.

In the decision, the court said that the 
appellate court failed to invoke relevant 
sections of the law in voiding the deci-
sion of the Federal High Court barring the 
party from participating in elections in the 
state.

A faction of the APC in the state had 
challenged the decision of the high court 
at the Court of Appeal.

The court questioned the basis upon 
which the Appeal Court reached its ruling 
and set the decision aside while upholding 
the ruling of the high court.

With the judgment, Rivers State APC 
candidates lost the opportunity of partici-
pating in the National Assembly election 
that was held on February 16 as well as 
the governorship and state House of As-
sembly elections on March 2.

The case of Bayelsa State is also another 
sore point.After multiple court orders from 
lower to the high court, up to the Appeal 
Court, it was the Supreme Court that 
finally laid the case to rest when it finally 
sacked the APC governor-elect, David 
Lyon barely 24 hours to his inauguration.

It was a five-member panel of the apex 
court led by Justice Mary Odili that nul-
lified the election of Lyon on the grounds 
that the deputy, Biobarakuma Degi Er-
emienyo presented false information in aid 
of his qualification for the November 2019 
governorship election in the state.      

Indeed, the loss that APC has suffered at 
various court decisions, according to the 
spokesman of Conference of United Polit-
ical Parties (CUPP), Ikenga Ugochinyere, 
“serves the party right,” stressing that 
“gradually the house of political injustice 
APC built will collapse on their head.”

Tanimu Inuwa, SAN, INEC’s lawyer, 
told Sunday Sun that the issue of multiple 
courts orders of coordinate jurisdiction are 
one that should be looked into and prop-
erly addressed by the judiciary as some 
politicians have abused the process even 
when the suit is grossly lacking in merit.

Most legal experts who spoke with Sun-
day Sun are of the view that INEC is on 
the right track in its present advocacy to 
bring in the judiciary, as well as interven-
tion by the NBA to arrest the ugly trend.

Constitutional lawyer and President, 
Voters Awareness Initiative (VAI),  Wale 
Ogunade, captured the position of the 
lawyers when he told Sunday Sun that 
the issue of multiple court orders should 
be checkmated by the judiciary if the na-
tion’s democracy, particularly its elections 
should be nurtured to grow.

He said that he was already embark-
ing on such campaign as the issue will 
become a threat to the 2023 general elec-

tions.
Ogunade said that it has become neces-

sary that the federal high court should be 
given the mandate to handle all election 
issues.

But this he said must be pushed through 
the National Assembly to be incorporated 
into the new Electoral Act that President 
Buhari will bequeath to the country.      

Ogunade said:“Court of coordinate 
jurisdiction is supposed to give judgment 
that will be in the same order, the ratio 
of that judgment must be in line not in 
conflict.

“The judgment should not be one that 
is singing discordant tunes like that of 
the Court of Appeal. So in that regards, it 
spells doom for democracy, it spells doom 
for consistency, for reliability which the 
rule of law and legal precedents are based 
upon.

“To that extent,  it means that such is 
causing trouble as well as causing stress 
on the judicial system and particularly for 
INEC.

“There is what we call intra-party and 
inter-party, post-election and pre-election 
matters, so when a judge or a judgment 
is made against a party or for a party in a 
pre-election matter, sometimes the court 
has no power.

“Whereas in some cases the court has 
power, or the court has no jurisdiction, in 
some cases it has jurisdiction or ban-
ning totally the activity of a court or even 
INEC in interfering with the interest of 
the litigant and so many such things that 
are negative, all go a long way in bringing 

confusion into the legal frame.
“I think it will be good to let all election 

matters go to the federal high court rather 
than state high court so that the judgment 
comes together as one.

“A situation where a state high court 
in Akure, Lokoja, or Enugu will say one 
thing another court of coordinate juris-
diction will counter it is not good for the 
nascent democracy.

“I think INEC should go through the 
National Assembly, as part of the issues 
in the new Electoral Act to push that all 
matters relating to elections conducted by 
INEC must go to the federal high court.

“In my own capacity and for our 
organisation, we are already promoting it 
because this issue of multiple court orders 
is a huge threat to our elections. We will 
make it an advocacy issue because what is 
happening to a large extent doesn’t stand 
the rule of law”.

Social critic and legal expert, Femi 
Aborishade, told Sunday Sun that the 
complaint by INEC is unfortunate al-
though well placed.

According to him, “the complaint of the 
INEC is unfortunately well placed. The 
phenomenon of multiple and contradic-
tory court judgments is really a case for 
concern.

“This is because INEC would be put in 
a situation to choose which judgment to 
obey and which to disobey.

“But the call on the NBA by the INEC 
appears to me to be misplaced. The 
NBA is not in a position to dictate to the 
Bench”. 

 • Ozekhome

• Aborishade • Okoye• Ogunade

• Tanimu
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In the last few weeks 
a good number of Boko 
Haram members have 
returned to beg for forgive-
ness and to be reabsorbed 
into the society. What 
would you attribute this 
development to and are 
you not worried that this 
set of people may become 
additional security threat 
to the nation?

It is very heartwarming to 
note that some Boko Haram 
fighters are ready to give up 
and surrender to the Nigerian 
government. I am sure that 
security agencies and Nigerians 
would devote time and resources 
to monitor these people closely. 
As it is, it will be very hard for 
them to reorganize themselves 
with a view to wreaking havoc 
in the country now because all 
eyes would be on them. They 
themselves are quite aware that 
they cannot win the people’s 
heart and trust immediately. I 
said it long time ago that Nigeria 
needed to watch closely in the 
height of the Libya war because 
I knew that the arms used in that 
country would definitely end up 
in other neighbouring African 
countries and that was exactly 
what happened. But now that 
these people are now coming 
forward to surrender themselves 
and their arms, it is a good de-
velopment for the country. The 
Federal Government, to a very 
large extent, has succeeded in 
living up to contain insurgency 
in a way most countries that 
are beset by a similar challenge 
have not been able to. Look at 
Afghanistan, for example, the 
Afghan government was able to 
hold it against the Taliban for as 
long as that country enjoyed the 
support of foreign countries like 
the US, but the moment they an-
nounced the withdrawal of their 
troops, the Taliban succeeded 
in overrunning the government. 
For long, the Taliban came 
under a serious fight, we did 
not hear of any single Taliban 
fighter giving up the fight or sur-
rendering to the government. I 
am very impressed with the way 
the Nigerian government and 
the military have sustained the 
tempo of the war against insur-
gency. The result is what we are 
witnessing now. Even Syria did 
not succeed the way Nigeria has 
succeeded in pushing back these 
enemies. But our major problem 
in this country is sentiment. The 
insurgency war has claimed 
both the lives of Christians and 
Muslims, but some people have 

South Africa without carrying 
weapons. It was because of this 
that the entire world queued 
behind them and in the end they 
got what they wanted, but when 
you take to arms, you lose the 
sympathy of the people and the 
government will descend on 
you like common criminals. 
Our people don’t understand 
what it means to fight for ones 
freedom, if they do, they would 
not resort to carrying arms. It 
is wrong to say that the Igbo 
are being marginalized. Every 
ethnic group will have its fair 
share at the appropriate time.  
There is no single position in 
this country that the Igbo have 
not occupied. During Jona-
than’s administration, the Igbo 
were the ones who dominated 
the government and occupied 
every powerful position that 
was available then, but nobody 
complained. Sunday Igboho has 
a slightly different case with 
Kanu. Igboho’s major mistake 
is that he tried to personalise the 

challenge. To fight the herdsmen 
who he claimed were terrorizing 
his people, he should have col-
laborated with security agencies. 
Look at Amotekun now, they are 
set up for the purpose of fighting 
crime and criminality, but the 
government is not fighting them 
because they carry out their 
mandate within the confines 
of the law. Having said that, I 
think the Federal Government 
should, in the interest of peace, 
pardon both Igboho and Kanu to 
pave way for dialogue that will 
culminate in enduring peace.

 President Muhammadu 
Buhari yesterday signed 
the PIB into law despite 
the outcry and call by the 
Niger Delta people for an 
upward review of the three 
per cent allocated for the 
host communities. Are you 
not surprised the call was 
not heeded to?

As much as I am in support of 
the view that the people of the 

continued to paint it as a war 
by the Muslim government 
against Christians and Christian-
ity, which is very unfortunate. 
Every right thinking Nigerian 
will attest to the fact that the 
Muslims suffer more than the 
Christians as far as insurgency is 
concerned in Nigeria.    

It is being alleged in 
some quarters that the 
government is always 
quick to embrace insur-
gents who claimed to 
have repented while the 
likes of Sunday Igboho 
and Nnamdi Kanu who are 
believed to be protesting 
the ill-treatments and the 
alleged injustice against 
their people are treated 
worse than the so-called 
repentant terrorists who 
had killed, maimed and 
carried out heinous crimes 
against the nation. How 
would you assess govern-
ment’s responses in both 

situations?
Whoever tells you that he 

is fighting the injustice being 
meted out to his people is only 
deceiving you. I don’t see any 
injustice which the people are 
complaining about. If you want 
to fight injustice, it should not 
be done with arms. The moment 
you take to arms you automati-
cally becomes an enemy of the 
state because no government 
will fold its arms to such securi-
ty threats. Even the Boko Haram 
members who claimed to have 
repented now, the government 
did not treat them like friends 
when they took up arms against 
the country; rather they were 
treated as enemies of the state. 
No responsible government will 
treat any group of individuals 
who take up arms against the 
state under any guise as friends. 
During the struggle for the inde-
pendence of this nation, the peo-
ple did not struggle with arms. 
Nelson Mandela fought for the 
freedom of the black people of 

2023 PRESIDENCY: NORTH WILLING 
TO SUPPORT SOUTH – DANSUDU

By Olakunle Olafioye

THE National President, Arewa United Consultative Forum (AUCF), Alhaji Shuaibu Ado Dansudu, has described the rate at which Boko Haram members 
are giving up arms and surrendering to the Nigerian government as an indication of the success of the nation’s war against insurgency. 

Dansudu, who noted that neither Syria nor Afghanistan succeeded in getting terrorists waging war of insurrection against them in giving up their arms 
and embrace peace as Nigeria has done, in this interview,  speaks on other topical national issues, including the travails of the duo of Nnamdi Kanu and 
Sunday Igboho; the chances of the South in 2023; Niger Delta people’s grouse against the just assented Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB), among other issues.

ZONE TO PRODUCE SECONDUS’ SUCCESSOR MUST BE STRONG TO WIN ELECTIONS FOR PDP – EBENEZER BABATOPE 

By Omoniyi Salaudeen

THERE is no end in sight to the contro-
versy trailing the tenure of Prince Uche 
Secondus as the chairman of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP). In this interview, 
a former Minister of Transport, Ebenezer 
Babatope, expressed optimism that the party 
would come out of the raging crisis stronger 
than ever. 

Your party, the Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP), is in dis-
array over the Sec-
ondus-led National 
Working Committee 
(NWC).  What is your 
take on the scenario 
that is playing out?

The governors of the 
PDP have met and they 
have told the world what 
will happen. We are going 
to have a convention and 
Secondus will manage the 
party until the convention. 
After the convention, he 
leaves. That is the solu-
tion.

If he goes after the 
convention, which 
zone are you expect-
ing to produce the 
next chairman from?

We are going to ensure 
that the zone to produce 

the chairman will be the 
zone that will be able to win victory for the 
party in the 2023 elections.

There is agitation for the slot in the 
Southwest. Are you saying that the 
Southwest can ensure victory for the 
party in the coming elections?

I belong to Bode George group of the 
PDP. We are going to take a final deci-
sion on this matter this week. As far as I 
am concerned, I believe the Southwest is a 

winnable zone and we are prepared to 
ensure victory for the party.

What about powerful big 
wigs like the governor of Rivers 
State, Nyesom Wike, who are 
strongly opposed to Secondus?

Wike was party of the governors’ 
meeting. One would have expected 
him to express his opposition at the 
governors’ meeting before Governor 
Aminu Tambuwal of Sokoto State in-
formed Nigerians and the world about 
what is going to happen sometimes in 
October. Secondus will manage the 
party till that time and then leaves. I 
don’t think there is anything personal 
issue between him and Secondus. 
They may have disagreement, but 
they can’t destroy the party because 
of the disagreement. If he agrees with 
what the governors have said, it will 
help the party to move forward and 
reposition it to win the 2023 elections.

The contention of those op-
posed to Secondus is that the 
party has not been well man-
aged or positioned to win the 
next elections. Do you agree or 
disagree?

I want to assure you that by the 
grace of God, all members of the PDP 
, including all Nigerians, who are 
concerned about what is happening 
in the country, will ensure the defeat 
of APC government in the 2023 elec-

• Babatope

...Expresses fear southerners are their own enemy 
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Niger Delta deserve to be compensated 
for the degradation of their communities 
which has made it difficult for some of 
the people of the region to carry out their 
daily economic activities, we must not 
forget that the oil in question is Federal 
Government’s property. What should be 
of paramount concern of the people of 
Niger Delta and the Federal Government 
now is how to ensure that the people get 
the fair share of what the government has 

given to them. If the leaders of the region 
are judicious in spending what accrues 
to the region you would be surprised 
that the contention over what has been 
allocated to the region would not have 
arisen. There are too many leakages that 
is why the ordinary people of the area are 
complaining about what they are getting 
now. Without sounding disrespectful, 
the population of the Niger Delta is not 
up to the population of Kano State and 

when you consider what accrues to the 
region from the government and the oil 
companies operating in the area, you 
will agree with me that if the people in 
Yoruba land have access to such money, 
the region will develop far better than 
what it is now. The same thing will hap-
pen if the northerners have access to such 
money. But because the leaders in the 
region have refused to use the money as 
expected that is why the ordinary people 

of the zone don’t appreciate what is being 
given to the region. If the leaders in the 
region have been more judicious with 
what they get, Niger Delta would have 
become a miniature London by now. 

 
President Buhari, a northerner, 

will be completing his second term 
in 2023, but surprisingly neither of 
the two dominant political parties 
has come out to zone the presi-
dential ticket to the South. Don’t 
you think conceding the presi-
dential ticket to the South will go 
a long way in easing the growing 
tension in the country?

The southerners are the enemies of 
themselves, but when the chips are down 
they will turn round to blame the north-
erners for their woes. If you would recall, 
Akintola, the first Premier of the South 
Western region never got the support 
of the people of the zone. MKO Abiola 
did not get the support of his southern 
people, but he got massive support from 
the people of the North. In the end, the 
southerners were discovered to have 
betrayed him and worked against the 
realization of the mandate given to him. 
Then after MKO, Obasanjo also aspired 
to become the president of the country, 
but again the southerners rejected him. 
Obasanjo was so antangonised that 
he did not win the election at his own 
polling unit. Had he lost the election, 
the Southerners would have turned 
around to accuse the North of working 
against them. Now, we are shouting 
and campaigning for Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu, but some Southerners 
are grumbling. God forbid, if Asiwaju 
fails, the people will turn round again 
to blame it on the North. Meanwhile, as 
we speak now, Tinubu is enjoying the 
massive support of the people of the 
North ahead of 2023 in spite of the fact 
that he is yet to declare his ambition. 
Whoever the South presents for 2023 
whether a Yoruba candidate, Igbo or 
somebody from the South-south will 
get the support of the North. It is never 
the responsibility of the North to decide 
who the South should present, but I can 
assure you that the North will be will-
ing to support the South in 2023.

• Dansudu

ZONE TO PRODUCE SECONDUS’ SUCCESSOR MUST BE STRONG TO WIN ELECTIONS FOR PDP – EBENEZER BABATOPE 
tion. And when that happens, 
Nigerians will see that the PDP 
is desirous of victory. We will 
do everything in our party to 
ensure that we have that vic-
tory.

Election is not about 
mere wishes, it is about 
programmes and organi-
zation. But you know, of 
course, that your party has 
already lost some formi-
dable forces to the APC, 
including three gover-
nors and members of the 
National Assembly. Is that 
not an indication that the 
party needs to put its acts 
together to be able to put 
up a good fight?

I agree with you that we have 
to get our acts together so that 
we can put up a good fight and 
that is what we are doing. We 
are doing everything to ensure 
that we put our acts together so 
that we can have victory. The 
point is that party organization 
is not rub my back and I rub 
your back. It is a serious matter 
that involves the support of 
everybody to ensure the victory 
of the party. What is happening 
now is a wakeup call for all of 
us to rise up and support the 
party to win the next elections. 

We are very mindful of the fact 
that we are serving the supreme 
interest of the Nigerian people 
and everything will be done to 
have victory.

As you have said, you 
belong to Bode George 
Southwest faction of the 
PDP. Would you say that 
everything is well within 
the Southwest of the party 
to guarantee its victory?

In Osun State, we are ready. 
We cannot say we don’t have 
problems, but all problems will 
be put aside. We have a Chair-
man in the State, Mr Sunday 
Bisi, who is working hard to 
lead the party to victory in the 
coming governorship election 
in the state. Aside from that, 
our candidate is Senator Ade-
mola Adeleke and we are going 
to make sure that his victory 
will be a total victory.

You spoke about Osun 
State, what about the 
Southwest as a whole?

That is my state and they say 
charity begins at home. We in 
the Southwest are ready. We 
have problems, but we are go-
ing to solve that problem. Don’t 
forget that we had Southwest 
zonal election where Arapaja 

emerged as the chairman. We 
are going to work with him to 
give us direction.

For Osun State, are you 
foreclosing the possibil-
ity of primary election as 
you have confirmed that 
Adeleke will be your flag 
bearer in the coming gov-
ernorship election?

I am talking about my own 
opinion. We have formidable 
people in Osun State who can 
effectively govern the state. 
We are not going to be divided 
over matters that are not seri-
ous. Southwest is equally as 
prepared as Osun State for the 
next elections.  We are going 
to have election that will give 
us victory in the party.  We are 
very ready to take over power 
from Governor Isiaka Oyetola. 
Everybody knows that we were 
robbed, daylight robbery. This 
time around, we are ready. I am 
not saying that we don’t have 
problems, but we are going to 
solve those problems. And by 
the time we solved the problem, 
we will ensure victory in all 
elections including the national 
elections.

How do you see the 
preparation of INEC to en-

sure free, fair and credible 
elections at all levels?

Honestly speaking, I can-
not vouch for INEC. The mere 
mention of INEC by you raises 
fundamental fear in me. INEC 
is never to be trusted until they 
do things and we see that the 
things are done well.

What is your thought 
about the state of the na-
tion?

May God save our country 
because whether or not we like 
it, Nigeria belongs to all of us. 
We must invest in peace, secu-
rity, unity and progress of the 
country. I am appealing to the 
APC to be firm in their mind 
that they are going to conduct 
free and credible elections.

The issue of credible 
election is far beyond 
making an appeal to the 
ruling party for a credible 
election. Opposition must 
also do its part by insist-
ing that the right thing is 
done. How are you doing 
that?

I can assure you that we will 
do everything in our power to 
ensure that we cooperate with 
anybody who wishes Nigeria 
well by having free and fair 

election. And that is why I am 
appealing to the APC because 
all these things they are playing 
by enticing the governors will 
divide our country. We don’t 
need it.

With the President’s 
assent to the PIB, there is 
speculation that the pump 
price of Petroleum may be 
in the region of N250 to 
N300. What do you have to 
say about this?

I wish them the best of luck. 
But all these contradictions will 
add up to affirm the opinion of 
Nigerians that the APC govern-
ment should be put aside in 
2023.

The issue of state cre-
ation was again brought 
to the fore by the National 
Assembly even though 
they have denied it. Do 
you see the creation of a 
new state as a solution to 
the mirage of problems 
facing the country?

It cannot be, it will be a ter-
rible distraction. All I know is 
that by the grace of God, every-
thing will be well because all 
Nigerians are quite focused on 
having a proper election devoid 
of rigging. 
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...Says tribe deserves presidency in 2023

IGBO HAVE MADE MORE SACRIFICES IN NIGERIA  
THAN ANY OTHER– HON. CHRIS UCHE, EX-APGA, 
DEPUTY NATIONAL CHAIRMAN
By Daniel Kanu 

HON. Chris Ejike Uche is the 
former deputy national chair-
man, All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), two-time ex—
commissioner (Housing/ Urban 
development and public utility), 
and Imo State chairman, New 
Nigeria Group (NNG).

In this encounter with Sunday 
Sun, he speaks on the type of 
leadership that would take Nige-
ria out of the present danger and 
why Ndigbo deserve a chance in 
2023, PIB, among other national 
issues. Excerpt:

How do you react when 
some people say that the 
Igbo presidency is not fea-
sible in 2023?

You see in politics you don’t 
have a fixed mindset. To believe 
that is a wrong mindset. When 
somebody is telling you that the 
Igbo presidency is not feasible in 
2023 you have already concluded 
even if God is coming down 
from heaven to tell you that this 
or that man will be the president 
in 2023, you say God no, it’s not 
possible. It is like in a football 
match before the match starts you 
have awarded a particular team 
the match, it’s not done. Why will 
anybody say Igbo presidency is 
not possible? Did the Igbo not 
take a critical part in the history 
of Nigeria from colonialism to its 
independence? The Igbo were and 
are still major actors. From the 
time of the Sardaunas, Awolowos, 
Balewas etc, and mind you the 
Igbo have suffered more than any 
other group in this country and I 
say so without any apology. You 
know by their nature, you can 
say the Igbo are capitalists, they 
want to invest, they want return on 
investment and in return on invest-
ment capitalism does not favour 
disorderliness, violence, because 
nobody will want to invest where 
there is violence. That is why the 
country is being isolated by inter-
national investors. You see what 
Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa is doing 
now, for instance; he has touched 
the entire states of the federation 
building bridges. It is what you 
can call, a handshake across the 
Niger. I have been in politics for 
over 25 years , I don’t think any 
president of Nigeria has done what 
Mazi Sam has done. He has been 
travelling the entire country and 
the day he came to Owerri and it 
was during the violence, but he 
still came without any security. I 
have not seen anybody who says 
he is not a good material, so when 
you have such good material and 
if that is the consensus, why will 
anybody say the Igbo cannot 
produce president in 2023? Is the 
person God? People will be doing 
their permutations, but only God 
has the final say.  Let me tell you 
something, quote me, if the Igbo-
man becomes the president today 
in Nigeria, Nigeria will not only 
develop, but the country will be a 
haven of investment and people 
will come down to invest. There 
will be peace, there will be stabil-
ity and all these gory things hap-

the Southeast was under 
siege…?

(Cuts in) It is not as if, the 
Southeast was truly under siege, 
but it boils down again to what 
I told you about the Igbo repub-
licanism. Maybe now that Prof 
Obiozor is the Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
leader worldwide we can be get-
ting information. You know that 
when you want to cage a people, 
especially people like Ndigbo 
that have a republican nature 
you will find it difficult, more so 
when you apply injustice. There 
is no ethnic group that does not 
love money. Show me that ethnic 
group? The only difference is that 
the Igbo man in pursuit of money 
is craftier than others. Capitalism 
makes for craftiness, ingenuity, to 
outsmart others. Of course, hard 
work is the first thing, the key. 
They can sponsor people to come 
and disorganize and destabilize 
the place (Southeast) and most of 
the people doing this are the ones 
that do not have good education. 
I must suggest here that Ndigbo 
should become more conscious of 
those that want to rule them. What 
is their pedigree, their leadership 
recruitment process, their mindset, 
their education background, fam-
ily background etc. I am sorry 
to say this, but if you look at the 
records of some of our leaders in 
the Southeast, especially in recent 
times, most of them are products 
of broken homes, no good educa-
tion, some area boys and when 
you have these Agberos (Area 
boys) as leaders what do you ex-
pect? It is sad, but it is only in the 
Southeast you see somebody who 
never had good education answer-
ing a Dr, Prof, etc and he will not 
know his boundary when it comes 
to leadership. We will continue to 
witness the invasion we are expe-
riencing because of the quality of 
neophytes we have here. But there 
are those that stands out too, we 
must look for them like Mazi Sam 
Ohuabunwa.

What is your view on the 
PIB controversy although 
the President (Buhari) has 
signed it into law?  

There is so much politics that 
went into it. Remember Ken 
Saro-Wiwa why he was executed. 
It is one death that is still hunt-
ing Nigeria . As a journalist, of 
course, you know how much 
Shell Oil Company is to pay to 
the host community and the mess 
experienced in the zone. When 
you say you are giving three per 
cent to the people and you are 
giving more per cent to those that 
oil pipe passed through their place 
and even more, to some areas for 
oil exploration. And we know the 
condition of those areas in terms 
of getting oil. Does what is given 
to the Niger Delta region make for 
justice? You see these agitations 
can be nipped from in the bud 
with transparency, honesty and 
justice and that is what Mazi Sam 
is preaching. When you inject 
injustice into the political system, 
you create problem that may even 
consume you at the end.  The late 
Bob Marley said it in his song 
that: If you want peace ensure 
there is justice. It is a universal 
law. Where there is injustice, no 

fairness etc, you create problem. 
There is no peace without justice. 
It is a timeless truth. If you think 
you can cage people, cow and 
gag them, you are wasting your 
time. It’s only a matter of time 
you will get the explosion.  I had 
my university education in ABU, 
Zaria and most of the guys in 
government now were my school 
mates and I know their thinking. 
Come to think of it, when you say 
leadership (Presidency) should 
not come to the Southeast, but 
the government has existed for so 
long and there is no development. 
Why not bring out somebody 
who has worked with people from 
different background, somebody 
very honest, very transparent, 
somebody who is sincere, who 
you can trust who can provide the 
needed bridge. Look, if Nigeria 
stops a person like Mazi Sam from 
leading this country, we will have 
a long rough way to go.

You were the former Dep-
uty National Chairman of All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), but now with the 
New Nigeria Group (NNG) 
what really went wrong?

I do not think I want to talk 
about the issue again; one has to 
move on in life as you get more 
facts on your vision. The truth is 
that APGA is a regional party, but 
more importantly is the way they 
are handling the party. It was the 
APGA experience that made me to 
no longer accept or be interested 
in any regional party. It is better to 
be in a party that is national in out-
look and in content. Anything that 
does not have good foundation, 
where the truth is sidetracked does 
not stand the test of time. Ndigbo 
were so passionate, so attached to 
APGA, but those sentiments were 
bungled. You know the rip off that 
has been trailing the party in the 
last elections, from Imo, Abia etc, 
you can see how they collected 
money from this and that person 
promising them ticket. This is why 
I say that our judiciary system is 
gone. Those people that took their 
case to court most of them are still 
in court now, after many years, 
why? The people APGA collected 
money from are still using money 
to fight for their case, even when 
the judiciary knows the truth, the 
police know the truth and nothing 
is being done. My feeling is that 
the way Chief Chekwas Okorie 
was treated and edged out of the 
party was bad. He founded APGA. 
They should go and beg him to 
reverse the curse he placed on 
the party out of anger. But that 
is a story for another day. For 
now, I have pitched tent with 
the New Nigeria Group. I am 
presently the Imo State chair-
man and we are doing well in 
the state. Even our leader Mazi 
Sam Ohuabunwa did not mince 
words to acknowledge what 
we are doing. Mazi said at our 
stakeholders meeting and at the 
inauguration of the Lagos State 
chapter of the NNG this August 
that Owerri chapter was the best 
organised. I am solidly behind 
the presidential ambition of Mazi 
Sam; he has all it takes to take 
this country out of poverty and 
to make Nigeria work for all.

pening everywhere in the country, 
this insecurity mess will disappear 
on its own. An Igbo presidency 
will repair Nigeria; fix Nigeria to 
work, for the joy of all.

Some critics say the Igbo 
are their own worst enemy 
and that it is one of their 
own that will scuttle the Igbo 
presidency agenda?

Most of these things are impres-
sions, perceptions some of these 
views too are being sponsored 
to paint the Igbo black. People 
blow some of this things out of 
proportion. Tell me which com-
munity or which ethnic group that 
does not have disagreements? Are 
the Yoruba closer to each other 
more? Did you not hear Chief 
Bode George the other day talking 
about the APC national leader 
and former Lagos State governor, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu. Which 
damning report will be worse than 
that? Did Obasanjo not contest 
the presidency with Chief Olu 
Falae running on another party 
platform? That allegation is not 
common with Ndigbo alone, so 
nobody should make it an issue. 
Has the North not been contest-
ing against themselves? People 
should stop blowing things out 
of proportion as if it is only the 
trade mark for Ndigbo, no. Do you 
not hear Buba Galadima speak-
ing against the North and the rest 
of them? The only thing I will 
agree with you is that the Igbo 
people, part of the problem that 
they are having is that they don’t 
seem to properly synthesize, and 
scrutinize who is coming into the 
public office and this has to do 

again with their republican nature, 
don’t forget. They are not feudal, 
they are not traditional. The Igbo 
are behaving the way they are 
behaving and why it appears they 
have more crisis is because of 
their republican nature, some will 
agree, some will disagree. The 
North is patterned along feudal-
ism, the Southwest is embedded 
in traditionalism, the Obas, more 
strengthened traditional culture 
and institution. But the Igbo are 
cosmopolitan, republicans and 
when you allow people to express 
themselves fully, you have differ-
ent versions of expression, but that 
does not mean they are not united. 
I challenge anybody to disagree on 
this: Igbo groups in the Southeast 
are still more progressive than all 
other groups. Let anybody come 
and prove me wrong.  If you go to 
the North you see what poverty is. 
When you talk of the Southwest, 
the population of Ndigbo doing 
business in Lagos is massive and 
they are generating huge revenue 
for them too, so why won’t there 
be development there? I happen 
to serve in Lagos (NYSC) and 
worked there too for many years, 
so I know what is on the ground. 
Do you know aside from my lan-
guage, I speak Hausa, Yoruba and 
some other Nigerian languages? 
Which ethnic groups invest like 
the Igbo or have invested in this 
Nigerian project like the Igbo? 
You cannot change the narrative 
overnight. Allow the Igbo to pro-
vide their divine leadership magic 
and you will see Nigeria working 
again, even better than before.

Recently, it was as if 

• Hon. Chris Ejike
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NIGERIANS SHOULD KNOW RESTRUCTURING 
IS NOT SECESSION  – HON. OLADELE
By Daniel Kanu

OTUNBA Bosun Oladele, former 
commissioner for information and 
orientation, Oyo State, represented 
Irepo/Orelope/Olorunsogo federal 
constituency at the House of Repre-
sentatives (2015-2019).

He was a member of ECOWAS 
Parliament, as well as member, 
Nigeria delegate to African/Carib-
bean/Pacific—EU (ACP-EU) Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly.

The former legal adviser to the 
All Peoples Congress (APC) in this 
encounter with Sunday Sun spoke on 
the PIB controversy and why the Ni-
ger Delta should consider the option, 
the restructuring that Nigerians need 
and why insecurity is on the increase. 
Excerpt:

How do you feel when some 
critics say that the APC-led 
government, which is your 
party, has failed Nigerians?

Well, you have said it all, using the 
word some critics. There is nothing 
wrong with criticism so long as it’s 
constructive. Don’t forget that we 
too criticised the PDP government 
before we took over. So, critics will 
always remain even in the so-called 
best of democracy in America, don’t 
they have critics? Of course, they 
have. Criticism is part of politics, it 
is also part of playing the opposition, 
it’s also part of the weapon you use 
when you think you can take over 
government vis-a-vis the coming 
election. So, criticism is a never-
ending thing when you talk about 
politics. So, I don’t feel out of tune 
or feel embarrassed. What I use to 
think which is supposed to be the 
basis for any engagement in terms 
of discussion is what and what the 
government that you are referring to 
has been able to achieve. The truth is 
that most critics of this government 
are ignorant of the facts concerning 
what the government has done and is 
still doing.

But one of the key things 
expected that any government 
should achieve aside from the 
welfare of the people is peace, 
safety, security, call it anything, 
but it seems this government 
has not lived up the desired 
expectation?

Let me talk about insecurity first, 
insecurity as we know didn’t start 
today and I can challenge anybody 
that will say it started after 2015…

But it is on an alarming 
increase now?

Well, if you say it is on the 
increase, have we looked at the 
factors? That brings us back to the 
first question: when you criticise, 
there is as I noted earlier what we 
call constructive criticism, which is 
different from calling a dog a bad 
name just to hang it. If you also look 
at it critically, you ask yourself, what 
is the role of opposition in this inse-
curity thing? Don’t forget it started 
when the current day opposition 
was those in power. It has always 
been part of the political firmament. 
Every country will have their own 
taste and challenges when it comes 
to insecurity. The best of the Western 
world is facing it which is even more 
terrorizing. If you work in some 
places like America you have to keep 
looking over your shoulder because 
anybody can just come out with a 
gun and start shooting. So, if that is 
the position you can classify some 
areas in Nigeria as more secured than 
the other. We don’t have a situation 

allow that to happen. If Nigeria will 
split, it has to be in a legally permis-
sible way and everybody will have 
to sit down and agree on such. But as 
long as it is going to be a violent one, 
I will never support it and no govern-
ment will allow such to go on. And 
don’t forget that it is the government 
that has monopoly of coercive power 
of state, no other person has it.

Do you think that without 
restructuring this country we 
can have peace?

My worry is that most people that 
yearn for restructuring, what exactly 
do they mean by restructure? I have 
asked some people that talk about it 
and the next thing they will tell you 
is, let every part of the country go on 
their own. That to me is not restruc-
turing. Then if that is what we want 
we are not restructuring the country 
again, we are just fractionalizing it, 
it’s no longer a country.  People have 
talked about going back to the 1963 
constitution and I don’t think we can 
go back to such constitution. Are we 
going to say that the states created 
in 1976 should no longer be states, 
when people are agitating for more 
states now. It is the same people that 
are agitating for more states that are 
shouting restructuring. How are we 
going to do it? We cannot have our 
cake and eat it, we don’t need to 
shutdown the states or merge them 
as we had before. For me, what we 
should do is, give more powers to the 
states, give more powers to the local 
government, let the people know 
that they matter in the entity called 
Nigeria and let every area develop 
at its own pace and contribute to the 
centre.        

What is your take on the PIB 
as it has continued to gener-
ate so much controversy?

The essence of PIB is to allow 
more robust participation in the 
petroleum industry and more benefit 
to the oil producing communities and 
the country as a whole, allow local 
content and all the rest. But if you 
look at it again, the bill was fraught 
with a lot of error in the 8th As-
sembly. The 9th Assembly has really 
done a lot of re-examination and re-
engineering to it and it has now been 
passed.  I think there is no bill that 
is final, there is no law that is final, 
there is no Act that is final, there is no 
constitution that is final, that is why 
there will be as many amendments 
as possible. Do you know how many 
years we have been on this PIB?  I 
think the communities should allow 
the implementation considering the 
years we have been on it, almost 13 
years or so. They should allow it to 
become operational first, we will 
learn more from it  and then they 
can later present their case and more 
will come, there will be improve-
ment upon the present provision over 
time. At least now there is a roadmap 
on the sector, more companies can 
now come and invest and things can 
never be the same again for those 
communities. For me, this should 
also be part of the restructuring that 
we are talking about.  The three per 
cent may not be adequate, but I think  
we can begin from there and there 
will be more over time.

Recently, the Southern 
governors in their communi-
qué submitted that the next 
president of Nigeria should 
come from the South, but 
some regions in the South 
seem to be expressing worry 
that the Southwest geo-polit-
ical zone is also strategizing 

and showing keen interest in 
the position. Don’t you see it 
as an overkill bearing in mind 
they have taken a shot and the 
present V.P is from the zone?

No, it’s not an overkill. A very 
good example is the Olympics that 
takes place every four years. The 
notice is four years so that who-
ever wants to participate will start 
preparing and its also a good length 
of notice. It is a competition that you 
need to be at your best to win. It is 
not for the unprepared and as you 
know power is not served a’la carte. 
You must show that you have capac-
ity.  If during the four years you fail 
to prepare, but you are rather waiting 
on other people that will equally fail 
to prepare so that it will be a contest 
between all people that are yet to 
be prepared, then the best of failure 
will be the person that will take the 
medal. But if you look at it, if you 
really want to go beyond participa-
tion in the Olympics you have to 
start preparing very early and it’s not 
an overkill if you hear people saying 
that Southwest should be the next, it 
is because we have been identifying 
candidates that we think we can push 
forward and in another case we have 
been grooming quite many of them 
and if I will tell you I belong to a 
group and the secretary of that pow-
erful group (South- West Agenda for 
Asiwaju—SWAGA) that will say, 
look, we have a candidate and that is 
the candidate we want and we will 
push forward our candidate because 
we believe he is competent and good 
to go for that position. I am talking 
of no other personality than Asiwaju 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu. So we can 
keep pushing him because we have 
seen his antecedents, the great things 
he has done, even when governing 
Lagos State. We can see that Lagos 
is probably one of the states that is 
working well in the country today. 
He laid a strong democratic footing 
that has made the state stand out. I 
commend the Southern governors 
for their stand that the presidency 
should return to the South in 2023, 
so it’s left for the political zones in 
the South to prepare. I mean, each 
political zone that makes up the 
South must convince the people that 
you are ready, that you are prepared 
for the job. Nobody is stopping the 
Southeast or any other political zone 
from the South from preparing, but 
they must show class, that they are 
working to get it, not that it will just 
fall on their laps. No, you must prove 
capacity, competence and all it takes 
to occupy that position. It is not 
overkill for us to prepare early and 
to be drumming up support for our 
candidate because we are convinced 
he has what it takes to rescue this 
country.

Looking at the country today 
what are really your fears or 
you don’t entertain any?

Even when you look at your 
house, let’s not look at the country 
yet, look at your house you will 
have your challenges, you will 
have your plans and at times you 
sleep over your plans, you wake 
up again because you still believe 
that certain things are not yet right. 
So, there will be fear. Fear is part 
of human nature and that is why 
when there is fear there is also 
boldness which is also another 
part of human nature. It is the flip 
side of fear. So, even if there are 
challenges we need the boldness 
to embolden us to take the bull by 
the horn and I believe Nigeria will 
survive, I believe Nigeria will rise 
to the top. 

of sporadic gun violence in the coun-
try. We see a situation where some 
people see kidnapping and banditry 
as businesses and it’s wrong. But, 
again you ask yourself, how many 
police officers do we have? How 
many policemen to citizens in terms 
of population? What has been the 
situation before now? What is the 
ratio of the police to our population? 
When last did we have recruitment 
in thousands in the police force 
except from 2015 upwards? We have 
left a lot of such things unattended to 
for too long a time to the extent that 
when we needed to have those infra-
structure in place we started having 
challenges because they are not in 
place. The advent of social media has 
also facilitated migration whether 
lawful or unlawful and the informa-
tion you share on social media also 
tells criminals where they can have 
their so-called greener pastures. 
What are we doing as a region to ad-
dress this global warming; of course, 
part of these movements of herders 
is caused by it. What are we doing to 
ensure that while they (herders) may 
have the right of freedom of move-
ment the people they are moving to 
their area also have their own interest 
and security protected? I must say 
that it is commendable that the 
present administration started the re-
cruitment of thousands of Nigerians 
in the police force yearly, they have 
been doing that for some time now. I 
am aware of most of the people from 
my constituency that were enlisted 
into the police between 2015-2019, 
the same thing with civil defence, 
and the same with the military. The 
government has also done much in 
terms of equipment provision which 
the previous government refused 
to give adequate attention. If these 
infrastructure were provided before 
now, we will not be where we are 
today because there will be enough 
firepower from our soldiers and the 
entire security operatives. Of course, 
there is still need for improvement, 
but it is not as if this government 
is not committed enough to this 
security challenge. If all these things 
have gradually been taken care of 
including their welfare package 
before now, we will not be in this 
type of mess now. If you say the gov-
ernment has failed all you need to do 
is to look at the indices before and 

now, what this government has done 
that the previous government refused 
to do that brought us where we are 
now. Again when we look at the 
issue of unemployment you can see 
how COVID-19 ravaged the whole 
world and brought a lot of world 
economies on their knees. To shut 
down the country for about a year or 
more, of course, the adverse effect 
will be huge on the economy. And 
you know that most countries are still 
under shutdown. But despite all that, 
the government is still soldiering on. 
I am not speaking for the govern-
ment, but there is need to be objec-
tive in our assessment of all that has 
been done under the harsh economic 
reality that melted even the best of 
economies. What we are witnessing 
is not a Nigerian peculiarity that there 
is rise in unemployment rather it’s a 
global problem. By the time we are 
battling with COVID the EndSARS 
problem came up again and a lot of 
businesses suffered, some may not 
even bounce back again. What we 
are facing are challenges that may 
take some time to normalize.  I think 
we need to be objective rather than 
just criticising without looking at 
the real facts.  The government is 
trying her best in view of available 
resources and the environment in 
which we operate.

What is your take on agita-
tions in most regions and the 
government’s method in quell-
ing this protest?

The first thing I will say is that as 
much as I am not the spokesperson 
for the government, there are some 
of these things that we condemned 
while in the opposition which I 
expect the government not to do 
also. There is no doubt that the gov-
ernment has its own excesses. But 
looking at this empirically one may 
ask, are we operating a constitution 
in Nigeria no matter how flawed? 
The answer is yes, we are operat-
ing a constitution. Secondly, do we 
have secession in our constitution? 
Is it permitted? The answer is no, 
it is unconstitutional. Even if we 
don’t want to go by law, somebody 
gave you a package which is passed 
from generation to generation and 
some set of people want to fracture 
the package (government) when it 
is your turn to hold it, nobody will 

• Oladele
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THE writer's world is an 
intriguing and fascinating one. 
Sometimes, there could be 
fatigue provoked by writing and 
taking time to dissect critical 
issues, giving well thought out 
prescriptions, only to end up 
with the feeling that one may 
have perhaps been labouring in 
vain. One gets this funny idea 
that those who have the power 
to use the solutions to better the 
society, and our living standards, 
don't even read what one 
writes or don't care about those 
suggestions. This feeling, one can 
confirm, can be very frustrating. 
Passion yes, but it becomes 
rewarding when it brings results. 
On the other side there is this 
surge that comes from another 
level of energy that urges one 
on; inside it is this "still small 
voice" that encourages one to 
go ahead, that each time anyone 
throws a tiny stone of revolution 
into the river, a little ripple of 
hope is kindled and rekindled . 
Every great and positive thought 
put out there in public is a seed 
planted, which will germinate and 
blossom tomorrow.

    The interesting part of the 
writing business comes when 
at certain periods one has a 
glut of issues to discuss. The 
atmosphere is sweeter when one 
has a mastery over some of such 
subject matters. This past week 
we had critical developments, 
each of them deserving critical 
review. President Muhammadu 
Buhari signed the Petroleum 
Industry Bill (PIB) into law, 13 
good years after it was mooted 
and presented by late President 
Musa YarAdua. The north held 
it down, and now that it passed, 
same north ensured oil producing 
communities were made to look 
like non6host communities. This 
should be a big issue, knowing 
those who tell us a law should 

be made making national unity 
sacrosanct. See the irony of human 
behavior: some well placed leaders 
in search for a healthy society 
place law over fairness, justice 
and equity. Just imagine! The 
other matter would have been 
"the rumpus in Afghanistan." 
What is happening in that country 
right now is a human tragedy . 
To understand what America did 
there, will be to get a clear picture 
how the world works. One never 
gets to know how our world 
works until we have such manifest 
examples unfolding in Afghanistan 
right now. 

    Imperialism which took root 
from how a particular people view 
others would not spare anything 
including human lives to achieve 
her interest, chief of which is 
supremacy in all aspects of human 
existence. If you study the eruption 
that happened in Afghanistan last 
week, knowing Americans held 
discussions with the Talibans 
before the mayhem, it will be 
easy to understand that Africa can 
be recolonized very easily. For 
all anyone will care to know, it 
is very clear our destinies have 
never been in our hands. When 
such is the case, anything can 
happen to such a people including 
the ugliest and most nasty. This 
is the story of Afghanistan, Syria, 

Libya. Well, one is forced by 
what one knows to do a discourse 
similar to the trend we set in the 
two articles preceding this one 
dealing with human or civil rights. 
Today's focus is on the judiciary 
and democracy. We have already 
established that civil rights are 
cardinal to a successful democracy 
and no institution stands better to 
bring this to be than the Judiciary.

    There are three arms of 
government - the  Executive, 
Legislature and Judiciary. For 
a long time we have ran with 
the wrong notion that of all, the 
legislature is the most important, 
just by mere fact legislators are 
elected. Some even say it is the 
executive because they are in 
position to authoritatively allocate 
values. They hold the joker, afe 
man with the green leaves" but 
those who hold retrogressive 
as many are wont to say, "goats 
follow th and degrading view 
forget humans are not animals, 
they are imbued with intelligence, 
manipulation flowing from 
inducements has great limitations, 
infact, it is part of reasons our 
society is into a terrible kind of 
quagmire.

    Of the three, the judiciary is 
the king. Judges are not elected, 
neither do they make the laws 
or execute them, but they have 

inherent in their duties the power 
of God. In the task of protecting 
rule of law they can create and 
recreate. In ensuring supremacy 
of law, they can bring in new 
paradigm shifts. In making 
sure democracy does not give 
way to individual or group 
dictatorship, they can redirect 
society and make it come out 
far better than the laws intended 
or the executors would have 
done if left on their own. The 
judiciary in a democracy can be 
the key driver in the evolution 
of positive rules and sustainable 
conventions for a society. Some 
call this judicial activism. 
Whatever it is called should not 
matter, what should, will be the 
fact that the judiciary must act 
and make pronouncements that 
stop stupidity and good sense 
of judgment on procedures and 
processes.

  America's rich political 
tradition is not entirely a 
product of political engineering. 
Many of it came from sound, 
society molding judicial 
pronouncements. The Bill 
of Rights was central to the 
making of modern America but 
it became entrenched near to 
level of inviolability when the 
legislature said no other law 
should be made to abridge the 
position, the udiciary keyed 
in with different verdicts 
consolidating the position. In 
America no government can 
wake up and close a business just 
because someone spoke roughly,  
threatening the peace or even 
against the sovereignty of state. 
You must go to court not to close 
business but to press for damages 
or possible jail terms.

     Today, we hear lawyers say 
government cannot stop protests 
or demonstrations. Rather the 
security agencies should be 
responsible enough to know their 

acts could lead to breakdown of 
law and order. Insisting that the 
state is the one legally permitted 
to have near monopoly of forces 
of coersion in this regard should 
be in a better position to always 
check reckless behaviour. This is 
from where we got the position 
many parrot here without 
appreciation of the background.

   We have had issues with 
nomination of appointees for 
public offices. The president 
and governors submit lists to 
the legislature without attaching 
portfolios. By now the Judiciary 
ought to have reversed this trend 
which the majority has marked 
as bad. The Constitution says one 
must have school certificate to 
qualify to run for public offices 
yet it is said rule of interpretation 
defines that to mean mere ability 
to read or write. Supreme Court 
failed to correct that when a big 
opportunity presented itself some 
months ago. With insecurity 
everywhere, we claim federalism, 
but the judiciary ought to have 
in the spirit of federalism stated 
without any ambiguity that states 
which can afford it should have 
state police.

      Then you have politicians 
crossing from one party to 
another holding tight to mandate 
obtained on another platform. 
They claim no rule bars them 
as if all good conduct must 
be product of regulation. 
The judiciary by now should 
have made example of one 
governor and made it clear it is 
a dangerous act to elope with 
a mandate gotten on another 
political platform. One can 
defect but without the mandate; 
the defector must drop what he 
got to take his right to freedom 
of association. Shopping for 
courts on same matters should be 
frowned at. We can't wait on the 
legislature for everything.
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THE recent conferment of the 
Forbes Best of Africa Leading Tech 
Icon Award on Leo Stan Ekeh is 
far more than a personal honour for 
Africa’s most versatile serial digital 
entrepreneur. It’s a recognition of 
Nigeria’s unassailable position on 
the continent’s Information Com-
munications Technology, ICT, firma-
ment. It indexes Nigeria’s march 
from the backwaters of technology 
to global reckoning.

In the 70s up to the 80s, Nigeria 
was not on the global digital econ-
omy map. Computers were rarely 
seen in offices, let alone homes. The 
nation was immersed in the culture 
of analogue typewriter, that chat-
tering, noisy contraption that held 
up some ‘magical’ aura back in the 
day. In the advanced climes, desktop 
computers from IBM and Apple 
were taking up strategic places in of-
fices. They were wiping out the last 
memories of the IBM mainframe, 
the big, bulky machine that occupied 
more space in the office than the file 
cabinets.

In publishing, the analogue com-
pugraphic machine, once regarded 
as the golden gift to publishers, was 
at its terminal term on planet earth. 
Nigeria, and indeed Africa, was 
still one tiny black dot in the global 
tech map. Africa was waiting for a 
miracle. Nigeria was waiting for his 
own: a young, energetic Afro-wear-
ing graduate returning to his country 
after successful academic voyage 
in India and the United Kingdom. 
Leo Stan’s arrival in Nigeria in the 
80s changed the landscape. He had 
his brief: to venture into infotech 
business. He considered not the 
oil and gas sector where you could 
easily make cheap, sometimes slush 
money. He fancied not real estate 
and construction. He kept his eyes 
on the ball he had set before him: 

ICT, after having been fired up by a 
chance meeting with the late Apple 
founder, Steve Jobs, in the UK.

It is instructive that he started with 
Apple upon his return to Nigeria. 
And over the years, Leo-Stan has all 
by himself pioneered many digital 
ventures and widened the frontiers 
ICT in Africa.

Forbes cited his multiple pioneer-
ing roles and sustained expansion 
of the continent’s ICT ecosystem 
through a period of over 30 years 
as reasons for the recognition. 
The influence of his multiple ICT 
initiatives from computer (hardware 
and software) to telecoms spreads 
through four continents.

His strength is his ability to see 
beyond the moment, to anticipate 
the future, identify opportunities 
even in disappointments and spring 
solution to challenges. Forbes 
recognised his pioneering roles in e-
Commerce, Desktop Publishing and 
Computer Graphics, Wireless Cloud 
and WiMAX (Worldwide Interop-
erability for Microwave Access), 
a telecoms technology genre that 
enables the transmission of wireless 
data over long distances usually 
from point-to-point links to full 
mobile cellular type access. Don’t 
be terrified by the jargon. WIMAX 
is simply WiFi over a large area – a 
city, state, etc. He landed the first 
hub in Yobe State in 2007, launched 
by then Minister of State for Infor-
mation and Communication, Alhaji 
Dasuki Nakande.

He did much more. By 2001, he 
took his adventure in the computer 
world to its Holy Grail: Full as-
sembly of internationally certified 
computer brands, Zinox, the first in-
digenous computer to earn both Intel 
and Microsoft certification. Forbes 
more than any other consideration 
must have paid special attention 

to the history and trajectory of the 
Zinox brand as a true African ICT 
identity.

Within less than a decade after 
the first batches rolled out of the 
assembly plant, Zinox assumed a 
fully integrated digital life of its own 
with desktops, laptops, and sundry 
handhelds making up its bouquet 
of products. And far more than that, 
the Zinox brand became both the 
desired and the preferred not only 
in schools, corporate environments 
but also as the chief driver and tech 
power of major pan-African events 
held in Nigeria and offshore.

A few instances. Between October 
5 and 17, 2003, Nigeria hosted the 
8th All Africa Games code-named 
COJA 2003. It was powered by 
Zinox among other tech brands.

Also between December 5 and 
8, 2003 when Nigeria hosted the 
18th Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM), 
the incumbent President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, a huge fan of Zinox 
brand, opted for Zinox products to 
power the summit. Trust President 
Obasanjo and his pan-Nigerianism, 
he did not fail to tell the visiting 
heads of government about the 
Nigerianness of the computer brand 
on display. Fast-track a little. From 
April 17 to 22, 2004, hundreds of 
athletes from no fewer than 15 Af-

rican countries gathered in Bauchi, 
North East Nigeria. The event was 
the All-Africa University Games, a 
regional multi-sport event organised 
for the continent’s university athletes 
by the African University Sports 
Federation (FASU). Zinox was there 
to power the event.

Banjul, capital of The Gambia 
played host to the 7th Ordinary Ses-
sion of the Assembly of the Africa 
Union (AU). The event which held 
from July 2 to 5 was powered by Ni-
geria’s Zinox with over 50 African 
heads of government attending.

Perhaps, organisers of the Forbes 
awards may have seen through the 
prism of innovation and strategic 
thinking how Leo-Stan pioneered 
the entry of digital dispensing pumps 
for fuel and gas stations across the 
country. Even this has its peculiar 
story, the story of an entrepreneur 
who after being cheated by a filling 
station attendant using analogue 
dispenser, turned the misfortune to 
fortune. It’s a story for another day 
but it drips with the moral: There’s a 
silver lining in every dark cloud.

I wager, too, that Forbes may have 
considered the role he played in 
Nigeria’s electoral process using the 
instrument of ICT. It’s to his credit 
that Nigeria is today at the juncture 
of e-transmission of election result. 
This is a later part of a process 

that commenced in 2006 ahead 
of the 2007 election when INEC 
embraced the Direct Data Capture, 
DDC, machine which helped to 
clean up the voter register. He 
delivered 11,500 DDC machines in 
14 days.

Before then, the voter register 
was a mixed bag of the absurd, the 
ugly and the good. Exotic names 
like Mike Tyson, Michael Jackson 
and many phoney names made 
up significant portion of the voter 
register. The DDC machines helped 
to clean the mess. Leo Stan played 
a leading role in the configuration, 
calibration and deployment of these 
machine. Patriotism!

He would top it up with the 
introduction of the card reader 
units especially in the 2011 general 
elections when he pulled a stunt that 
even the multinationals involved in 
the same project could not match. 
This time, he delivered 80,000 fully 
integrated units of DDC machines 
within 35 days ahead of two foreign 
companies in time enough for the 
conduct of the general elections of 
that year to the relief of then INEC 
chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega.

Leo Stan, a computer science 
postgraduate dropout has broken 
limits in the complex computer 
marketplace, once a monopoly of 
the Western world. He demystified 
computers and computing, building 
ICT training hubs across Nigerian 
tertiary institutions in an ambitious 
project code-named Computerise 
Nigeria Initiative. And because 
of this, young Nigerians have 
transformed to nerds and geeks 
in the global geekdom. Leo Stan 
laid the foundation. And it’s of no 
wonder that Forbes, the globally 
acknowledged media barometer for 
measuring excellence, has found 
him worthy of this honour. He 
deserves it!

Leo Stan as Forbes Best
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…Buhari, Okowa, Ganduje, Sultan, Ooni, Oba of Benin, others felicitate with new monarchs

From Ndubuisi Orji, 
Abuja

 THE minority leader, House of 
Representatives, Ndudi Elume-
lu, has said that the opposition 
lawmakers will explore the pos-
sibility of an amendment to the 
Petroleum Industry Act (PIA).

Elumelu said this is to guar-
antee best practices in the oil 
industry.

The minority leader, accord-
ing to a statement by his Senior 
Legislative Aide  (SLA), Tony 
Ayaegbunam, yesterday, stated 
this at the end of the Offshore 
Technology Conference (OTC) 
2021, in Houston, United 

States, at the weekend.
The recent signing of the PIA 

by President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, with three per cent equity 
fund for oil host communities 
has been generating contro-
versy in the oil rich Niger Delta 
region.

He noted that the caucus at 
the resumption of the House 
from its annual vacation would 
step up oversight on operational 
policies, capacity and technol-
ogy in the oil and gas sector of 
the economy, to ensure there 
is higher productivity, greater 
transparency as well as check 
waste and manipulations in the 
industry.

Coronation: Excitement in Warri, Bichi as 
Emiko, Bayero ascend thrones
From Desmond Mgboh, 
Kano and Ben Dunno, 
Warri

THERE was great excite-
ment in Warri, Delta State and 
Bichi in Kano State as the new 
Olu of Warri, His Royal Maj-
esty, Tsola Emiko, Ogiame 
Atuwatshe III, and the Emir 
of Bichi, Muhammadu Nasiru 
Ado Bayero, were formally 
installed traditional rulers dur-
ing their coronation ceremo-
nies.

An ostensibly happy Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
wished the two traditional rul-
ers well.

Specifically, the president 
congratulated the Itsekiri peo-
ple over the successful coro-
nation of HRM Tsola Emiko, 
Ogiame Atuwatshe III, de-
scribing his emergence as the 
youngest Itsekiri king timely 
in enhancing the development 
of the Iwere land.

He expressed optimism that 
the reign of the new monarch 
would usher in unity, devel-
opment and greatness of the 
Iwere land and its people.

Also Buhari urged the Emir 
of Bichi, Muhammadu Nasiru 

Ado Bayero to emulate his 
father, the late Ado Bayero, in 
the discharge of the responsi-
bilities of his throne.

The president, in his good-
will message at the corona-
tion of the 21st Olu of Warri 
held at Ode-Itsekiri yesterday, 
which was delivered by the 
Deputy Senate President, Sen-
ator Ovie Omo Agege, who 
led the Federal Government 
delegates to the ceremony, 
noted that the Itsekiri nation is 
blessed to have a vibrant king 
at this critical period in its his-
tory.

In his speech, the governor 
of Delta State, Senator (Dr) 
Ifeanyi Okowa, urged the 
sons and daughters of Itsekiri 
kingdom to join hands with 
the monarch in bringing about 
the desired unity and develop-
ment of their land.

The governor who was rep-
resented by the Chief of Staff 
(COS), Government House, 
Hon. Ovie Agas, noted that 
the state government holds 
traditional institutions in very 
high esteem just as he urged 
the new monarch to also bring 
his wealth of experience to 
bear in the peace, security and 

GOVERNOR Yahaya Bello of 
Kogi State has been singled out 
as role model for the Nigerian 
government in the area of women 
inclusion.

Women across key profes-
sions from the Southwest said 
that the Kogi State governor de-
served the honour for helping to 
demonstrate, through his appoint-
ments, that when women hold 
strategic positions in government, 
the society is the better for it.

The women, under the aegis 
of Southwest Women Arise for 
Nigeria (SWWAFON), declared 
this position in a communique 
read at the end of the Second 
‘One Nigeria’ Conference of 
SWWAFON, held in Akure, 
Ondo State, on Friday.

The communiqué was jointly 
signed by SWAFFON President, 
Dr Hannatu Adeeko, and Co-
convener, Mrs Bolanle Idowu. 

According to the women, 
Bello’s inclusion of women in 
strategic positions in his cabinet 
and across the Kogi State local 
government areas, is already pro-
ducing good results in major sec-
tors of the state.

They said: “As women, we 
decided to give honour to whom 
it is due. In this regard, we have 
resolved to single out Governor 
Yahaya Bello of Kogi State as 
the role model for the Nigerian 
government in terms of women 
inclusion.

“Where women are put to 
good and strategic use, peace and 
growth are the results. The result 
is showing in all aspects of gov-
ernance in the state, including se-
curity, education, agriculture and 
other sectors. 

“He is the first governor ever to 
appoint a female ADC in the his-
tory of Nigeria. His SSG is also a 

development of his domain 
and the entire state.

Also speaking, the Oni of 
Ife, Oba Enitan Ogunwusi 
III, welcomed the new Olu of 
Warri to the body of the first 
class kings in the country, stat-
ing that the council of tradi-
tional rulers was glad to have 
such a vibrant and dynamic 
monarch on board.

“From the throne of Odudu-
wa, we are very happy for your 
coronation as the 21st Olu of 
Warri and delighted to wel-
come you on board as a mem-
ber of the first class traditional 
ruler from Delta state.”

Also, the Oba of Be-
nin, Omonoba ‘Nedo 
Uku’Akolopolo, Eware II, 
prayed that the era of the new 
monarch ushers in good tid-
ings, peace, progress and de-
velopment to the Itsekiri land 
and her people.

The Royal Majesty who was 
represented at the occasion by 
some of his prominent chiefs, 
noted that the Itsekiris have 
seen kings, but expressed op-
timism that this would be the 
best king ever in the kingdom.

In his appreciation speech, 
the Olu of Warri, HRM Tsola 

woman. More important to add is 
the fact that all the vice chairmen 
of the local governments in the 
state are women, among other key 
appointments.

“This is why we are saying 
that the problem of Nigeria is not 
about political parties but about 
the person who can do the job and 
take us out of the quagmire.”

The women called for peace in 
the land, saying, “we as women 
must come in and prevail on our 
husbands, on our children, to toe 
the path of peace and not allow 
agents of destruction use them to 
cause greater destruction in Ni-
geria.

“We must be the voices of 
reason across our families, of-
fices, communities and wherever 
we find ourselves to drum it into 
the ears of the people that war is 
an ill wind that blows no one any 
good.”

Emiko reversed the age-long 
traditional curse placed on 
their ancestors that had bedev-
iled the land and prayed that 
henceforth the land is blessed 
and would continually experi-
ence peace, progress and de-
velopment.

He called on all sons and 
daughters of Iwere kingdom to 
bring their expertise to bear to-
wards the growth of the Itsekiri 
land.

He urged the Niger Delta 
youths to desist from violent 
acts and begin to look inwards 
on how to intellectually de-
velop their region, adding that 
the approach of violence must 
give way for the desired devel-
opment to come to the region.

Similarly, President Buhari, 
who was also represented by 
the Chief of Staff, Ibrahim 
Gambari, at the coronation 
ceremony of the Emir of Bi-
chi, Muhammadu Nasiru Ado 
Bayero, held in Bichi town, 
said that he had no doubt that 
the reign of the new monarch 
would usher in blessing to his 
Emirate even as he tasked him 
to improve commerce and in-
dustry in the Bichi Emirate and 
the entire Kano State.

Kano State governor, 
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, 
while speaking at the occasion, 
expressed similar optimism 
that Bichi Emirate was on the 
track to rapid socio-economic 
development with the corona-
tion of the monarch.

Ganduje, who presented the 
Staff of Office to the monarch, 
urged him to bring to bear his 
vast experience and resources 
towards the development of 
his emirate

He described the Emir as 
a distinguished technocrat, 
banker and entrepreneur.

In his remarks, the Sultan 
of Sokoto, Mohammed Sa’ad 
Abubakar 111, congratulated 
the second Emir of Bichi and 
urged him to lead justly and 
equitably.

In his acceptance speech, 
Emir Muhammadu Ado 
Bayero expressed gratitude to 
the people who came to wit-
ness his coronation.

He pledged to continue with 
the legacies of his late father.

From Gyang Bere, Jos

 Plateau State Governor, 
Simon Bako Lalong has 
sent a high powered delega-
tion to Ondo State to for-
mally deliver the survivors 
of the unfortunate attack in 
Rukuba road Jos and con-
vey condolences and apolo-
gies of the government and 
people of Plateau State to 
their families as well as the 
entire people of the state.

Lalong, who sent the 
delegation of Friday, led by 
the Deputy Governor, Prof. 
Sonny Gwanle Tyoden, 
appealed to the people of 
Ondo to forgive the people 
of Plateau for the action of 
the few misguided crimi-
nals. He said they acted on 
their own as they did not 
represent any religious, eth-
nic or social interest in the 
condemnable act.

Prof. Tyoden said Gov-
ernor Lalong had been dis-
tressed by the development, 
which was an attempt to 
jeopardize the hard earned 
peace that had been sub-
stantially restored in the last 
six years since he took of-
fice.  

He assured of the Plateau 
State government’s com-
mitment to protecting lives 
and properties of all Nige-
rians and reiterated that the 
culprits involved would be 
brought to book as many 
arrests had been made.

Ondo State Deputy 
Governor, Hon. Lucky 
Orimisan Aiyedatiwa said 
immediately reports of the 
incident were received, 
Governor Oluwarotimi 
Akeredolu reached out to 
Governor Lalong and got 
the full picture of the tragic 
event.

The governor imme-
diately went to the cattle 
market to sympathize with 
the leadership of the Fulani 
brethren and reiterated that 
his administration was con-
cerned about the welfare of 
all citizens irrespective of 
their backgrounds.

He praised Governor 
Lalong for his quick inter-
vention and the other pro-
active measures he took to 
contain the situation and 
prevent it from getting out 
of hand.

Plateau attacks: Lalong sends del-
egation to Akeredolu

From Uche Usim, 
Abuja and Chinwendu 
Obienyi

THE Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) at the weekend warned 
all microfinance banks (MFBs) 
to stick to their approved op-
erational parameters, warning 
those who advertently stray 
into wholesale banking to im-
mediately desist from that or 
face unpalatable repercussions, 
including the revocation of their 
licences.

In a circular dated August 19 
and titled “Cessation of non-
permissible activities by micro-
finance banks”, Ibrahim Tukur 
of the Financial Policy and Reg-
ulations Department noted with 
concern that some MFBs were 
venturing into foreign exchange 
transactions which is totally out-
side their operational scope

The circular read: “CBN has 
observed the activities of some 
microfinance banks (MFBs) 
that have gone beyond the re-
mit of their operating licenses 
by engaging in non-permissible 
activities especially wholesale 
banking, foreign exchange 

transactions and others.
“Given the comparatively 

low capitalization of MFBs, 
dealing in wholesale and/or for-
eign exchange transactions are 
a significant risk with dire con-
sequences for financial system 
stability.

“It has therefore become im-
perative to remind all MFBs to 
strictly comply with the extant 
Revised Regulatory and Super-
visory Guidelines for Microfi-
nance Banks in Nigeria 2012 
(the Guidelines).

“For the avoidance of doubt 
and consistent with the permis-
sible activities of specialized 
micro institutions, MFBs are 
strictly prohibited from foreign 
exchange transactions; MFBs 
are to primarily focus on pro-
viding financial services to re-
tail and/or micro clients; micro 
credit and retail transactions 
carried out by MFBs are lim-
ited to N500,000 per transac-
tion for Tier 2 Unit MFBs and 
N1,000,000 for other categories 
and micro credit facilities shall 
constitute a minimum of 80 per 
cent of total loans portfolio for 
MFBs”.

Women inclusion: Southwest women crown Yahaya 
Bello role model governor

CBN to hammer microfinance banks 
straying into wholesale banking

Reps minority caucus mulls amendment 
of Petroleum Industry Act

Atiku, Jonathan, Fani-Kayode attend Buhari’s son’s wedding in Kano
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Killing of farmers sheer criminality, not Ife/Modakeke 
dispute - Ooni
From Lateef Dada, 
Osogbo

THE Ooni of Ife, Oba Adey-
eye Ogunwusi, has described 
the killing of five farmers 
in Toro village, Modakeke, 
on Friday morning as ‘sheer 
criminality’ and not Ife/Mo-
dakeke fight.

In a statement by the 
Director, Media & Public Af-
fairs, Ooni’s Palace, Comrade 
Moses Olafare, the monarch 
condemned the killing in 
strong terms.

He warned people against 

Chairman/Chief Executive of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba Marwa (rtd) (6th left) and the National 
Coordinator, National Centre for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons, Major Gen. Abba 
Mohammed Dikko (rtd) (5th right) when the latter paid a visit to the NDLEA headquarters in Abuja with 
his management team at the weekend to seek collaboration between NCCSALW and NDLEA. Others 
from L-R are: Lt.Col. Murtala Aminu, Military Assistant to NDLEA chairman; Lt.Commander AD Mamman; 
Brig. Gen.E.C Ekwesi, Deputy Coordinator, NCCSALW; Mr. Shadrach Haruna, Secretary to NDLEA; Mrs C. 
Onuegbu, Director of Legal Services, NCCSALW; CP T.A.Olufu, Director of Operations; Femi Babafemi, 
NDLEA’s Director of Media and Advocacy; Brig. Gen. NUC Ogili, Director of Support Services and Group 
Captain E Akintunde, Director of Strategic Communication, both at NCCSALW.

fueling embers of discord 
between the two towns, insist-
ing that the killing had nothing 
to do with inter-tribal war was 
reported on social media.

“While some mischief 
makers tried to link the crimi-
nality to the long-resolved 
Ife/Modakeke dispute, the 
Palace of Ife wishes to state 
unequivocally that what 
happened at Toro village was 
sheer criminality and the long 
hand of the law will soon 
catch up with the perpetrators.

“It is in the public knowl-
edge that the country like its 

counterparts across the world 
is being confronted by security 
challenges, which would soon 
be a thing of the past with the 
cooperation of all, especially 
we, the citizens.

“Attempts to add commu-
nal colouration to the crime 
with an attempt to distract 
security operatives from 
unveiling the evil minds be-
hind the devilish act by some 
mischief makers is already 
known to security operatives 
who are on top of the matter,” 
the statement read in part.

While lauding govern-

ment and security operatives 
including the Police, Depart-
ment of State Services (DSS), 
the Nigeria Army, vigilante 
groups and others for being re-
sponsive to the ‘ugly situation’ 
and their immeasurable roles 
in sustaining the peace being 
enjoyed in the communities, 
the Ooni implored all law 
abiding persons in his domain 
to carry on with their legiti-
mate activities as perpetrators 
of acts of criminality were not 
representing any community 
and would only be treated as 
criminals.

From Femi Folaranmi, 
Yenagoa

 
IMPUNITY has been identi-
fied as the cause of the endless 
cycle of attacks and reprisal at-
tacks in Plateau State.

The National Association of 
Seadogs (Pyrates Confraternity) 
stated that the inability of the 
government to apprehend and 
punish those indicted for kill-
ings have fuelled the retaliatory 
attacks in the state.

NAS Capoon, Mr Abiola 
Owoaje in a statement titled, 
“Carnage at Rubuka- Another 
saga of Impunity” on behalf of 
the association, condemned the 
killing of travellers at Rubuka 
noting that it represented anoth-
er dangerous dimension to the 
deteriorating security situation 
in the country.

“At the heart of the orgy of 
attacks and reprisal attacks in 
Plateau State is an entrenched 

culture of impunity. For so long, 
killings have gone largely un-
punished. Criminal elements 
with links to powerbrokers, 
acting under the motivation of 
ethnic and religious biases, have 
continually unleashed death and 
wanton destruction without any 
regard for either morality or the 
laws of the land. The apparent 
inability of the government to 
invoke the full wrath of the law 
on these merchants of violence 
and agents of death has further 
emboldened the cycles of lethal 
retaliatory violence,” he said.

While admitting that Gover-
nor Simeon Lalong has worked 
to build peace in the state and 
defuse the atmosphere of mu-
tual distrust in the state, Owoaje 
noted if not handled with dis-
passionate dispatch, the Ru-
buka incident has the potential 
to escalate tension and trigger 
another round of retributive at-
tacks in the state.

From Desmond 
Mgboh, Kano

   
A middle-aged woman has 
been stabbed to death after 
a misunderstanding with a 
17-year-old female neighbour 
at Shekar Maidaki Quarters, 
Kumbotso Local Government 
Area of Kano State.

 The suspect, Asha Kabiru, 
was said to have stabbed the 
deceased, who was aged 28 
at the time of her demise, on 
the back of her neck, leaving 
her in a pool of her blood. She 
victim was then rushed to the 
Murtala Muhammad Special-
ist Hospital. Kano, but eventu-
ally died a few days later.

It was gathered that Kabiru 
who resided at the same ad-
dress with the victim, fled 
after committing the alleged 
crime.

Sunday Sun learnt from the 
Police Public Relations Of-

ficer of the Kano State Com-
mand, DSP Abdullahi Umar 
Haruna, that nemesis caught 
up with the culprit, when po-
lice detectives tracked her 
down to a hideout at Zawachi-
ki Quarters in the state capital, 
where she was arrested.  

“During interrogation, the 
suspect confessed that she had 
misunderstanding with the 
deceased which led to a fight. 
Neighboured settled the quar-
rel, but the culprit later picked 
up a knife and stabbed the de-
ceased.”

He said that the Commis-
sioner of Police, CP Sama’ila 
Shu’aibu Dikko had directed 
that the case be transferred to 
the Homicide Section of the 
State Criminal Investigation 
Department of the Command, 
assuring that the suspect 
would be charged to court 
upon completion of investiga-
tion.

Teenage girl stabs woman to 
death in Kano

From Oluseye Ojo, 
Ibadan

 
THE Aare Ona Kakanfo of Yo-
rubaland, Iba Gani Adams, has 
advocated exploration of cul-
tural events by all Yoruba sons 
and daughters to market Yoruba 
culture and tradition.

 Speaking at the 2021 edition 
of Sango Festival held at Aafin 
Oyo in Oyo town of Oyo State 
yesterday, he commended the 
Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Lamidi 
Olayiwola Adeyemi III, for al-
ready using the festival to mar-
ket Yoruba culture and tradition.

Adams enjoined all mon-
archs in Yorubaland to leverage 
on the culture and tradition of 
their respective towns and cities 
for development.

He stated that the Yoruba 
have the potential to transform 
the region with cultural events 
that can draw culture promot-
ers and enthusiasts from far and 
near to the region.

His words: “What Kabiesi, 
Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Lamidi 
Adeyemi is doing with this fes-
tival is to promote and market 
the Yoruba culture and identity 
to the world,

“This event creates an op-
portunity for others to know 
more about Sango and other 
deities. It provides the template 
for cultural growth and devel-
opment. That is why I am using 
this opportunity to call on other 
monarchs in the South West to 
emulate Alaafin and embrace 
the culture and tradition of their 
respective towns for a better de-
velopment.”

Aare Adams, however, 
charged all indigenes of Oyo 
town to support the Alaafin in 
ensuring that Oyo remains the 
pacesetter in cultural activities, 
adding that people’s identi-
ties could only become known 
through cultural events like the 
Sango Festival.

In his remarks, the Alaafin of 
Oyo, Oba Adeyemi eulogised 
the courage of the Aare Ona Ka-
kanfo for being at the vanguard 
of cultural promotion, adding 
that efforts were being made 
regularly to place the Yoruba 
history in the right perspective.

According to him, Sango 
was one of the past occupiers 
of the Alaafin stool and he was 
renowned for his courage and 
prowess in lightening.

Why Yoruba culture, tradition 
should be marketed with 
cultural events - Gani Adams

Impunity cause of cyclic killings in 
Plateau - NAS

From Ndubuisi Orji, Abuja

THE  Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
has accused the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) led federal government of 
using the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), to allegedly hound 
and harass its leaders.

The PDP, in a statement by its National 
Publicity Secretary, Kola Ologbondiyan, 
yesterday, said the aim of the government 
is to allegedly weaken the opposition 
ahead of the 2023 polls.

However, the opposition party said 
it would not be cowed no matter the in-
timidation and alleged clampdown on its 
leaders.

“The APC knows that it has been re-
jected by Nigerians having failed woe-
fully and that there is no way it can win 
elections under any condition. As such, it 
seeks to use the state apparatus of power 
to decimate and muzzle opposition and 
dissenting voices and foist an anti-dem-
ocratic situation on Nigerians.

“Part of this heinous plot by the APC 
is to use the EFCC to bully, harass and 
hound PDP leaders, who are rallying Ni-
gerians for the task ahead, with a view to 
coercing them to abdicate the mandate of 
the people and join the APC.

“This explains why the EFCC and 
other security agencies have been harass-
ing PDP leaders such as former Senate 
President Bukola Saraki, former PDP 
state governors, including the former 
governor of Abia state, Senator Theodore 
Orji, former governor of Bayelsa State, 
Seriake Dickson, his Kano State coun-
terpart, Senator Rabiu Kwankwaso and 
other key PDP leaders, on trumped up 

2023: EFCC harassing opposition - PDP

Insecurity: Owerri monarchs hold peace rally

xx

charges, while their counterparts in the 
APC with similar allegations as well as 
others who had defected to the APC are 
moving around freely,” it stated.

The party added: “Furthermore, our 
party has been made aware of plots 

by the APC administration to use the 
EFCC to further harass outspoken PDP 
chieftains in a bid to muzzle our party, 
force a one-party state and deny Nigeri-
ans a voice to challenge the atrocities of 
the APC and its administration.”

From George Onyejiuwa, Owerri
 

MONARCHS of Owerri Zone, Imo 
State, yesterday held a peace rally against 
the current insecurity that has gripped the 
state in the past eight months. They also 
offered traditional prayers and poured li-
bation for peace and progress of the state 
at the major junctions of the zone, invok-
ing the gods of the land to deal ruthlessly 
with troublemakers in the state.

The Vice Chairman of the Imo State 
Council of Traditional Rulers and mon-
arch of Awaka Community in Owerri 
North Council Area, Eze Akujobi Os-
uagwa, said that as the custodians of the 
culture and tradition of the people that 
it was incumbent on them to ensure that 
there is peace in the state, stressing that 
progress would not happen in the absence 
of peace.

Giving further explanation on the 
initiative, he said: “Today all the Eze in 
Owerri Zone came out for a peace rally 
and we moved round all the major junc-
tions in the Owerri zone to pour libation 
for peace. We started at the Okpala Junc-
tion at Ngor Okpala and moved to Ahiara 
Junction in Ahiazu Mbaise to Amanwao-
zozu in Ikeduru and then lastly at Gov-
ernment House junction along Okigwe 
road.

“We defied the rains to do this because 
we want peace in the state without which 
there will not be any progress in the state. 
We as monarchs will always support the 
government in power regardless of how 
that person emerged and we also called 
on the people of the to do same because 
power comes from God. In all the places 
we visited today the people were happy 
because they are tired of the daily killings 
in the state.

“Governor Hope Uzodimma is doing 
his best and he needs to be supported for 
Imo state to move forward.”

Also speaking the monarch of Nguru 
Nwekeoha Community in Aboh Mbaise, 
Eze  John David Nwaturuocha Oha, said 
that what the Owerri zonal monarchs did 
was for the peace and progress of the state 
and appealed to youths to stop all the  de-
struction and killing in the state.

Eze Pius Onyekwere of Nnarambia in 
Ahiazu Mbaise Council area pointed out 
that God in his wisdom bestowed on Gov-
ernor Uzodimma power, adding, “We as 
the owners of the land, we are also the 
voice of our people and we are calling for 
peace in the state. And we have decreed 
that peace has returned and it has indeed 
returned to the state. We must as citizens 
of Imo State support our governor for the 
progress of the state and people.”
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By Peter Anosike

THIRTY seven years after 
winning the World Disco 
Dancing competition, 
Isaac Chinagorom is still-
ing waiting for President 
Muhammadu Buhari to 
fulfill the promise that he 
made to him when he was 
the military head of state.

In 1984, Chinagorom 
had shocked the world 
in London where he rep-
resented Nigeria in John 
Player Gold Leaf orga-
nized World Disco Danc-
ing competition.

Speaking in an inter-
view with BBC in his 
country home, Nwangene 
in Imo State, Chinagorom 
said that though the prom-
ise had taken some time, 
he has not lost hope that 
the president will fulfil his 
promise.

According to him, when 
he made Nigeria proud 

37 years after, Disco Dance 
competition winner still waiting 
for Buhari to fulfill his promiseANAMBRA

in London and returned to 
Nigeria, the Buhari mili-
tary government then had 
promised to reward him for 
the honour that he brought 
to Nigeria, but that up till 
now, the promise has not 
been fulfilled.

He said that what he 
achieved was a rare feat 
since more than 89 coun-
tries contested, adding that 
till date, the record has not 
been broken as he is still 
with the crown.

On what he had been do-
ing since then, he said that 
he had gone into music as a 
singer and producer.

Chinagorom said that 
if given the resources, he 
would like to open a danc-
ing school, that would be 
training Nigerian youths 
on the art of dancing and 
other useful skills, so that 
they would be useful to 
themselves and the coun-
try.

KEBBI

ENUGU

xx

STERLING One Founda-
tion has announced a part-
nership with LEAP Africa 
to provide funding oppor-
tunities for individuals and 
groups who are championing 
projects on the International 
Youth Day of Service via 
a series of over 300 com-
munity-based social impact 
projects.  Other core partners 
of the project are the Ford 
Foundation, Giving.ng and 
the African Union.

The Pan-African ‘Youth 
Day of Service’ (YDoS) 
2021 campaign is a youth-
led social impact campaign 
with the theme, Youthful and 
Useful. It will involve social 
impact projects scheduled for 
execution in various African 
countries, including Nigeria, 
Ghana, Kenya, Cameron, 
Uganda, Senegal, Rwanda, 
Zambia, Mail, Liberia, and 
Gambia.

The weeklong campaign is 
designed to ignite the agency 
and creativity of young peo-
ple across Africa towards 
sustainable development, 
and promote a culture of tak-
ing responsibility and youth 
leadership for community 

development while fostering 
the spirit of volunteerism.

Speaking on the partner-
ship, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Sterling One Foundation, 
Olapeju Ibekwe, expressed 
optimism that the partnership 
would strengthen communi-
ties, support social impact 
innovators, and trigger col-
lective action in Nigeria and 
across the continent.

 “We have prioritized 
partnerships for the achieve-
ment of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals across our 
focus sectors as we believe 
effective collaboration is 
the only sustainable strate-
gy for holistic social impact 
at this time. In line with this, 
we are glad to partner with 
LEAP Africa on the Youth 
Day of Service and look 
forward to the various in-
novative projects that will 
be executed across differ-
ent communities by young 
people in Africa,” She said.

According to her, the 
overall goal is to reach 
1,000,000 people in at least 
20 countries working with 
5000 volunteers across Af-
rica.

Sterling One Foundation partners 
LEAP Africa, African Union on Youth 
Day of Service

Anambra: Accord berates Obiano for inability 
to access N41b UBEC fund

L-R: Registrar/CEO Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria (MLSCN), Dr. Tosan Erhabor; 
President Guild of Medical Laboratory Directors (GMLD), Prince Elochukwu Adibo, Board Chairman 
(MLSCN), Prof. Muhammed Yalwa Gwarzo; presenting an award to the Representative of Vice 
President and Director General, Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Dr. Chikwe Ihekweazu, 

From Jeff Amechi 
Agbodo, Onitsha

 
THE Anambra State deputy 
governorship candidate of the 
Accord Party, Kenneth Ifeatu 
Obi, has berated Governor 
Willie Obiano for the inability 
of his administration to access 
N41 billion Universal Basic 

Education (UBEC) fund.
Ifeatu expressed the dismay 

while reacting to the shocking 
revelation made by the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Universal 
Basic Education Commission 
(UBEC), Hamid Boboyyi, that 
over N41.06 billion UBEC 
fund had not been accessed by 
the Anambra State government 

since 2017 till date.
Boboyyi made the disclo-

sure in Abuja during the pre-
sentation of the 2020 Capital 
Budget Performance to the 
Senate Committee on Basic 
and Secondary Education. 

Ifeatu assured that Accord 
Party would elevate the edu-
cational sector in the state by 

FG urged to allow local investors to run Ajaokuta steel

Kebbi automobile team produces armoured vehicles 
to combat criminals

From Layi Olanrewaju, 
Ilorin

 
INDIGENOUS stakeholders 
in the Iron and Steel Sector in 
the country have appealed to 
the Federal Government to 
employ the services of local in-
vestors in revitalising the Ajao-
kuta Steel Plant in Kogi State.

They assured that Ajaokuta 
steel plant would work again 
in the hands of local investors. 
Speaking during a meeting of 
stakeholders in the sector in Il-

From Olanrewaju Lawal, 
Birnin Kebbi

 
KEBBI State Automobile 
Technicians team led by the 
Deputy Governor of the state, 
Col. Samaila Yombe Dabai 
(retd), has presented five sets 
of fabricated armour vehicles 
to the state government to be 
used for combating bandits 
and other criminals in the 
state.

Dabai, while showing case 
the vehicles to newsmen at 
the team’s workshop, Birnin 
Kebbi, explained their work 

orin, Kwara State at the weekend, 
the chairman, Basic Metal, Fabri-
cated Iron and Steel Products, Dr. 
Kamoru Yusuf, stressed the need 
for Nigeria to make judicious use 
of her highly talented, patriotic 
and committed indigenous inves-
tors.

 “Without mincing words, the 
assets of Ajaokuta Steel should 
not be handed over to foreign 
investor (s). Rather, it should 
be managed 100 per cent by a 
competent indigenous investor 
who had demonstrated capa-

was to support the state govern-
ment’s efforts in fighting crimes 
across the state.

 “One of the major require-
ments in security is transpor-
tation, to have the capacity in 
moving arms and ammunitions 
and men to area of combat. His 
Excellency for the past three 
months has been gathering and 
making efforts to gather trans-
port means for our security 
agents.

 “Behind me are some of the 
vehicles he bought and suggested 
to him that we should make these 
vehicles sophisticated militarily. 

bility with evidence of suc-
cess stories on existing steel 
plants and wire processing 
factories.

 “With this, government 
can and may own 40 per 
cent, while the investor will 
own 60 per cent. This will no 
doubt, enhance easy, sustain-
able, and rewarding business 
fortunes for the nation. Ev-
ery phase and process of the 
investment must be given 
cognizance attention and 
priority,” he said.

We can change it from civilian 
outlook to military outlook. 
As you can see, these vehicles 
were bought in this condition 
and we carried out certain fab-
rications to make it look like 
military vehicles.

 “We have five vehicles we 
have done and we are going to 
do another set of five. These 
ones are going to be faster, be-
cause we have already set up 
the template of reconstruction 
that are required to reassemble 
the vehicles”, he said.

Land encroachment: Enugu community sends SOS to Ugwuanyi
From Felix Ikem, 
Nsukka

 
SOME residents of Ovoko 
community in Igbo-eze South 
Local Government Area of 
Enugu State have sent a Save 
Our Soul (SOS) message to 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
over the planned demolition 

of their houses and eventual 
takeover of their ancestral lands 
by the state government.

 The concerned residents 
made the appeal, yesterday, in 
Nsukka during a peaceful pro-
test at the site of the proposed 
Enugu State University of Sci-
ence and Technology (ESUT) 
Teaching, Hospital, College of 

Medicine, in Igbo Eno.
Some of the placards car-

ried by the protesters read: 
“Let all encroachment stop, 
If government demolishes 
our ancestral houses, we and 
our next generation will be 
landless and homeless in our 
own community, “this our 

ancestral home is the only 
inheritance we have on this 
earth, “government should 
compensate us for the land 
we willingly donated for 
ESUT project.”

Speaking to newsmen, 
Mr. Elias Eze, the eldest 
man of the affected villages, 
said many people might be-
come homeless if govern-
ment went ahead to demol-
ish marked houses in the 
community. He pointed out 
that the state government 
had exceeded the official 
demarcation the community 
willingly gave them for the 
project.

His words: “We want 
to bring to the attention of 
Governor Ugwuanyi the 
unguarded encroachment on 
our family lands here at Agu 
Igbo Eno, the site of ESUT 
Teaching Hospital project 
site.

“We are using this 
peaceful protest to call 
on Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi to come to our 
rescue before many of our 
community members will 
become homeless and in-
ternally displaced persons 
(IDP) in their own com-
munity.

Efforts to get reaction 
from Mr Chukwuemeka 
Nnam, Enugu State Com-
missioner for Land and 
Survey was unsuccessful, 
as he neither picked calls 
put through to his mobile 
phone nor replied the text 
message sent to him.

increasing the educational 
budget to the UNESCO 
benchmark, if its governor-
ship candidate, Dr. Godwin 
Maduka is voted into office in 
the forthcoming November 6 
gubernatorial election.

By Bolaji Okunola
 

ROTARY Club of Akowon-
jo under the Rotary Interna-
tional District 9110 has com-
missioned some renovated 
blocks of classrooms as well 
as tree planting at State Se-
nior High School, Alimosho.

District Governor, Rotar-
ian Remi Bello (FCA), who 
commissioned the block of 
classrooms stated that the 
aim was to ensure positive 
development in the area.

While interacting with 
journalists, Remi Bello 
said that the Rotary Club of 
Akowonjo had gone the ex-
tra mile in ensuring that the 
Rotary International stan-

dard was upheld despite the 
global economic downturn 
caused by the raging Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“Although Rotarians the 
world over have had their 
own share of financial chal-
lenges with regards the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, I am glad 
we are able to tackle that to 
make sure the club’s dream 
remains intact,” he said.

The visitor to the club ex-
plained that the commission-
ing of the classrooms and the 
tree planting were parts of 
the seven areas of focus of 
Rotary International, assur-
ing that the Club would do 
more in the coming year.

Akowonjo Rotary Club 
commissions classroom project
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From Laide Raheem, 
Abeokuta 

THE Ogun State Govern-
ment has taken delivery of 
187,426 doses of Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccines as it 
intensifies efforts to com-
bat the third wave of the 
pandemic.

State Commissioner for 
Health, Tomi Coker, in a 
statement in Abeokuta on 
Friday, said the vaccines 
arrived the state capital 

Ogun receives another batch 
of COVID-19 vaccines

late on Thursday night.
She explained that with 

the receipt of the vaccines, 
the state would commence 
the second phase of the 
vaccination exercise next 
week, targeting adults from 
18 years and above.

Coker advised people to 
register to be vaccinated by 
logging on to https:www.
vaccination.gov.ng.

Crisis looms at UNIOSUN teaching hospital 
over alleged wrong promotion

 L-R: Groom, Onyechi Emodi and bride, Nnenna cut their wedding cake at their wedding reception 
in Abuja yesterday; Senator Grace Bent moderates, while Senator Ugochukwu Uba and Governor of 
Imo State, Senator Hope Uzodimma keenly observe proceedings .

From Lateef Dada, 
Osogbo

 
CRISIS is looming in the 
Osun State University Teaching 
Hospital (UNIOSUNTH) over 
the purported plan by the state 
government to promote some 
workers whose promotions al-
legedly contravened the civil 
service rules.

The alleged workers, who 
fall within the junior staff cad-
re, were alleged to have been 
wrongly upgraded in 2013. 

However, in a gazette dated 

January 14, 2016, the state gov-
ernment reversed the purported 
wrong upgrading. A copy of the 
2016 gazette obtained by our cor-
respondent reads in part: “It was 
also revealed that the junior work-
ers that were recruited into junior 
staff categories to meet up with 
Mr. Governor’s approval were 
subsequently upgraded in less 
than one year of their employ-
ment before confirmation. This 
has again increased the monthly 
wage bill by N15,998,924.61.

“The officers of the hospital 
who knowingly carried out the 
exercise should be disciplined. 

The Office of Human Resources, 
Establishments and Capacity 
Development is also charged to 
assist in correcting this anomaly, 
LAUTECH Teaching Hospital 
(now UNIOSUNTH) Manage-
ment Board to take action on dis-
cipline of the errant officers of the 
hospital,” the gazette added.

However, rumour is rife that 
plans are ongoing to approve 
another ‘wrong promotion’ to the 
same workers in the hospital.

A source who pleaded ano-
nymity told Sunday Sun that the 
alleged workers had been up-
graded this year with their letter 

OGUN
OSUN

KWARA

Kwara North stakeholders hold consultative meeting with Saraki

2023: Gana cautions PDP against 
imposition 2023: Nigeria needs president with 

entrepreneurial skills - Njoku

A 35-man delegation of Kwara 
North senatorial district stake-
holders across all party divides 
yesterday night visited the Abu-
ja home of the immediate past 
Senate President, Dr. Abubakar 
Bukola Saraki, to discuss the 
situation in the state.

Led by former Governor of 
Kwara State and senator who 
represented Kwara North sena-
torial district in the 7th and 8th 
Senate, Alhaji Shaba Lafiagi, 
the stakeholders said the meet-
ing with Dr. Saraki was part of 
the consultations that the peo-
ple of the zone have embarked 
upon and that they are set to 
meet with other key leaders 
across the state.

In statement by Bukola 
Saraki Media Office, quoted 
Lafiagi as stating that the group 
visited the former Senate presi-
dent to consult with him on 
issues surrounding the sustain-
able unity and development of 
Kwara State, specifically as it 
relates to the agitations of the 
people of Kwara North.

“For the past two years, the 
people from the five local gov-
ernment areas in Kwara North 

have been meeting and exchang-
ing views, on several critical is-
sues that affect the politics and 
governance of our state. We are 
here to tell you of our discussions 
because we know that you are a 
leader who cares about the con-
cerns of all your people,” Senator 
Lafiagi said.

In his comments, Saraki 

From Ndubuisi Orji, Abuja

AHEAD of the 2023 general elec-
tions, former Minister of Informa-
tion, Professor Jerry Gana, has 
cautioned the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) against imposition of 
candidates.

Gana, who spoke at a retreat or-
ganized by the Kogi PDP Renais-
sance Group, yesterday, in Abuja, 
said the imposition of candidates is 
inimical to the success of a political 
party.

The former minister while 
speaking on the theme, ‘Kogi State 
PDP, Yesterday, Today and Tomor-
row,” said the opposition party 
stood to regain the reins of power 

thanked the delegation and 
commended them for being 
united in the advocacy for 
the interests of the people of 
Kwara North.

in Kogi State and the entire 
country, if it gets its act right.

“Nigeria is a very difficult 
situation. If we don’t rise to take 
over power and give a sense of 
direction, things may just scat-
ter. The PDP is the only hope 
for the federal republic to get 
back to sanity.

“The Misery Index in Ni-
geria is the worst in Africa. 
The level of indebtedness 
in the past few years is such 
that every Nigerian is now 
in debt. The naira is per-
haps one of the most useless 
currencies in Africa today.

OYO

Olurin: Buhari, Abiodun, Makinde, Sanwo-Olu, Daniel, others mourn 
former ECOMOG Commander
From Juliana Taiwo-
Obalonye (Abuja) 
and Laide Raheem 
(Abeokuta)

 
PRESIDENT Muham-
madu Buhari has condoled 
with the government and 
people of Ogun, Ekiti and 

Oyo states over the passing of 
former military governor and 
administrator, Gen. Adetunji 
Idowu Olurin.

In a statement by the Spe-
cial Adviser to the President 
on Media and Publicity, Femi 
Adesina, Buhari said he joined 
family, friends and profes-

 ...Resumes vaccination next week

sional colleagues in mourn-
ing the military officer, who 
served the country meritori-
ously in his career.

Recalling his service in 
various capacities to the 
nation, Buhari described 
Olurin as an outstanding 

ECOMOG Commander in 
Liberia.

The President prayed the 
Almighty God to grant the 
departed soul eternal rest, 
and comfort his family.

Similarly, Ogun State 
governor, Dapo Abiodun, 
in a condolence message by 
his Chief Press Secretary, 
Kunle Somorin, expressed 
shock over the news of the 
death of Olurin, whom he 
described as a gallant mili-
tary officer and astute ad-
ministrator.

 Abiodun said the death 
of the former civilian ad-
ministrator of Ekiti State 
occurred at a time the coun-
try and Ogun State needed 
his security expertise in 
tackling various security 
challenges confronting the 
nation.

“On behalf of my fam-
ily and the people of Ogun 
State, I commiserate with 
the entire Olurin Family 
of Ilaro. The demise of one 
of Nigeria’s finest military 
officers is a painful loss to 
our state and the country,” 
Abiodun stated.

His counterpart in Oyo 
State, Governor Seyi Ma-
kinde, while condoling 
with the family, described 
the late former MILAD as 
“one of the past administra-
tors who shaped our great 
state.”

A statement by his Chief 
Press Secretary, Mr. Taiwo 
Adisa, said Governor Ma-
kinde commiserated with 

of upgrading backdated to No-
vember 2020.

When contacted, the spokes-
person of the hospital, Mr. Ayo-
dele Adeyemo, said he was not 
aware of the gazette, noting that 
every step taken by the teaching 
hospital had government’s sup-
port. “I just want to tell you that 
whatever is done here is backed 
up by government. And pres-
ently, there is nothing like pro-
motion exercise,” he said.

From David 
Onwuchekwa, Nnewi

AS part of the activities 
marking his 68th birthday, 
a renowned industrialist 
and philanthropist, Chief Sir 
Louis Carter Onwugbenu, 
at the weekend, feted over 
2,000 Block Rosary chil-
dren drawn from various 
centres in Nnewi Catholic 
Diocese, Nnewi, Anambra 
State.

In his sermon at the event 
which coincided with the so-
lemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the Catholic calendar, 
Rev Fr Anthony Chukwuje-
kwu, articulated the benefits 
of giving, saying the wealth 
enjoyed is the wealth shared 
with those who needed help.

The priest said that it 
would always remain the 
right step in the right direc-
tion if those blessed with 

material things could still 
dedicate their time to wor-
ship God and honour Virgin 
Mary in line with the Catho-
lic belief.

In his opening remarks, 
Chairman on the occasion, 
Mr Ndubisi Okoli, who rep-
resented Chief Onwugbenu, 
said that the celebrant had 
always shown interest in 
children, which he noted, 
informed the attendance of 
multitude of them.

“He loves children and 
humanity, generally. That’s 
why he has been using 
Louis Carter Foundation to 
empower many in various 
dimensions including schol-
arships to indigent students 
at all levels of education and 
attention to others in need. 
Of course many mothers 
who gave multiple births 
have immensely benefited 
from his philanthropy, “ Mr 
Okoli said.

HONOURABLE Federal 
Commissioner (HFC), Nation-
al Commission for Refugees, 
Migrants, and Internally Dis-
placed Persons (NCFRMI), 
Hajiya Imaan Sulaiman-Ibra-
him, has commended Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari for 
his foresight in creating the 
Ministry of Humanitarian Af-
fairs, Disaster Management, 
and Social Development.

Sumailan-Ibrahim gave the 
commendation as the ministry 
clocked two years, noting that 
the advent of the Ministry had 
positively impacted the wel-
fare of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) and vulnerable 
Nigerians.

This is even as she gave ku-

dos to the Minister in-charge, 
Hajiya Sadiya Umar Farouq, 
for providing effective leader-
ship in the efforts of the Fed-
eral Government to manage 
the massive humanitarian 
challenges faced by internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), refu-
gees, and vulnerable Nigerians.

A statement by the Special 
Adviser (Media) to the HFC, 
Sadiq Abdullateef, read: “The 
Ministry under the leadership 
of the Honourable Minister, 
Sadiaya Umar Farouq, has 
greatly helped in managing 
the challenges arising from the 
sprawling number of persons 
displaced by insurgency, com-
munal clashes, banditry, and 
natural disasters.

From Stanley Uzoaru, 
Owerri

A former governorship 
aspirant in Imo State, Dr 
Iroegbu Njoku, has advised 
Nigerians to carefully elect 
a president with entrepre-
neurial skills in 2023 presi-
dential election to save the 
country’s dwindling econ-
omy from collapsing.

Njoku, who disclosed 
this while interacting with 
newsmen in Owerri, em-
phasised that no nation 
or country could succeed 
economically without in-

vesting in human capital 
development.

“Many Nigerians today 
are languishing in high 
level of poverty. This level 
of poverty has contributed 
heavily to the growing 
level of insecurity in their 
lives and property across 
the country.

“It therefore behoves on 
us Nigerians to begin now 
to make a case for Nigeri-
ans to elect a president that 
has an unshakable belief 
in human capital develop-
ment in the next general 
elections,” Njoku advised.

Nnewi industrialist marks birthday 
with over 2,000 children, awards 
scholarships

Buhari commended for creating Humani-
tarian Affairs Ministry

• Continued on 
www.sunnewsonline.com

• Continued on 
www.sunnewsonline.com

• Continued on 
www.sunnewsonline.com



Page 29SUNDAYSUN  August 22, 2021



www.sunnewsonline.com      SUNDAYSUN AUGUST 22, 2021

SportsSUNDAY
30

Amstel Malta Ultra to sponsor maiden 
edition of Festac half marathon

SuperSport unveils exciting 
Paralympics broadcast plans

Nse Uko wins World Athletics U20 
Championship 400m gold

Reaffirming its commitment to supporting homegrown 
sports and promoting a healthy lifestyle, Nigeria’s no added 
sugar malt drink, Amstel Malta Ultra, has announced its sup-
port for the maiden edition of the Festac half Marathon. 

Scheduled for October 2nd, 2021, the 10km half marathon 
is aimed at throwing a spotlight on the rich cultural heritage of 
the Festac Town while re-establishing its fading socio-cultural 
significance. According to Vice-Chairman Lagos State Athlet-
ics Association, Yusuf Alli, the marathon will also be used as a 
benchmark to select athletes for the Lagos City Marathon. 

Speaking of their support for the race at the just concluded 
press conference, Senior Brand Manager Amstel Malta, Ami-
nah Jagun, said, “We are indeed honoured to be able to pledge 
our support for the FESTAC half marathon. 

At Amstel Malta, we understand the unifying power of 
sports as well as the role it plays in promoting a healthy 
lifestyle. 

This is why we are always at the forefront, championing 
Nigerian athletes to victory while providing support for home-
grown sporting activities aimed at reviving Nigeria’s sports 
culture. We believe that the event will be a wholesome experi-
ence for the people of Lagos as well as the nation at large.”

The upcoming race is set to kick off at Festac Town and 
cover all Festac environs. The event is proposed to be an an-
nual event that will be open to both national and international 
athletes.

With the Tokyo Paralympics now just days away, SuperS-
port has unveiled exciting plans for the multi-sport parasports 
event.

With 22 sports to be accommodated, SuperSport will host 
over 380 hours of the Games on two dedicated channels 
(SuperSport Variety 2 and 3). These will feature live daily 
coverage from mornings through to late evening events, 
beginning August 24.

There will be a daily highlights package, to be broadcast 
every evening, with news and updates also featuring on 
SuperSport Blitz.

In addition, the SuperSport Grandstand channel will curate 
the best content at any single time, while directing viewers to 
events that may be broadcasting elsewhere simultaneously.

Paralympics coverage will also be extensively available on 
the DStv app across the continent and where Showmax Pro 
is available.

Archive content, magazine shows, highlights and supple-
mentary programming will also be available on Showmax, 
ensuring wall-to-wall coverage of the Games.

Unlike the Olympics, in which every event is produced 
for international television networks, not every event at the 
Paralympics is produced and available for broadcast.

Nigeria’s Imaobong Nse Uko fulfilled expectations by 
coasting home to gold in the women’s 400m event on day at 
the ongoing World Athletics U20 Championships in Nairobi, 
Kenya.                      Nse Uko came to the Championships as 
the fastest among the contenders following the 51.70 seconds 
she ran to win the gold at the Edo 2020 National Sports Fes-
tival in April and lived up to pre-race hype by becoming the 
third Nigerian woman to win the event’s gold after Fatimah 
Yusuf in 1990 in Plovdiv, Bulgaria and Olabisi  Afolabi in 
Lisbon, Portugal in 1994.                  

The 17-year old ran a new 51.55 seconds personal best to 
achieve the feat. The time further extended her record as the 
fastest U18 athlete in the world in 2021 and the 17th fastest 
in the Nigerian all-time list.

Speaking after her victory, Nse Uko days her feat at the 
2020 World U20 Athletics championships is just the begin-
ning of greater heights in her career. 

“It was very tough because of the weather. This is just 
the beginning of great things in my career.  My coach and 
I really worked hard on this, I’m so excited, it would only 
get better. Coming here to make so much impact makes me 
feel so happy. It means more hard work but the future is so 
bright.”

• Super Eagles

Rohr::

World Cup qualifiers to 
serve as turn-up for AFCON

Ahead of the 2021 African 
Cup of Nations, Nigeria’s 
Super Eagles coach Gernot 
Rohr believes playing in the 
Fifa World Cup qualifiers 
in forthcoming months will 
help his team prepare for the 
competition.

The Super Eagles face 
Cape Verde, Central African 
Republic and Liberia in 
World Cup qualifying in 
September and October 
before the January Afcon 
tournament.

“I think it can help if it’s 
going well.

“If it’s going well, there 
will be confidence and the 
team will grow together. And 
we will be ready because we 
have the six games in only 

three months,’ he told BBC 
Africa

Nigeria is in Group D 

Stories by Joe Apu

Afrobasket 2017 silver 
medalists Nigeria on Satur-
day touched down in Kigali, 
Rwanda for the Afrobasket 
2021.

After a failed Olympic 
appearance, Nigeria will 
seek to redeem its image as 
they file out on Wednesday 
against Mali in Group C that 
also parades Cote d’ Ivoire 
and Kenya.

Though, ranked number 
one in Africa on the FIBA 

alongside record winners 
Egypt, Sudan, and Guinea-
Bissau at the Cup of Nations 

ranking released earlier in 
August, the power rank-
ing for this championship 
leaves Nigeria at the seventh 
position given the players on 
Nigeria’s roster.

The home based quartet of 
Rivers Hoopers Ikechukwu 
Benjamin and Koko Victor 
Anthony, Nwafor Celestine 
Joseph of Kano Pillars and 
Agu Ibe Aguchi of Gombe 
Bulls were the first to arrive 
while the other members 
of squad arrived last night 
to the welcoming arms of 

finals due in Cameroon early 
next year.

the General Manager Musa 
Adamu.  

Other members of the 
team are Daniel Utomi of 
Vichy Clermont in France 
alongside Ikenna Ndugba 
and Emmanuel Omogbo of 
Apoel BC of Cyprus.

Benjamin Emegolu of 
Rouen Basket Metrople in 
France, TK Edogi, Stephen 
Domingo, Jordan Ogundi-
ran, and Jeremiah Mordi 
completes the list with Coach 
Mike Brown and Ogoh 
Odaudu as members of the 
technical crew. 

D’Tigers call up Jer-
emiah Mordi has described 
his invitation to the Nigeria 
team for the Afrobasket 
2021 as a dream come true.

The Nigerian-American 
while reacting to the invita-
tion from his base in the 
United States of America 
said that he was shocked 
but excited that the op-
portunity to play has finally 
come his way. 

“When I first got a call to 
be part of Nigeria’s squad 
to the Afrobasket 2021, I 
thought it was a hoax. This 
opportunity is one that I 
cherish from the bottom of 
my heart and I promise to 
make it count.”

The guard recalled that 
in 2016, he was eager for 
an opportunity to star for 
Nigeria at the Rio Olympic 
Games but that this invita-
tion is one he is not going 
to let fly over him. 

Football fans across the 
country are set to watch 
another round of exhilarat-
ing football this weekend 
courtesy of Globacom’s 
sponsorship of live English 
Premier League (EPL) 
broadcast on SuperSport 
channels on DSTV.

In a message to its 
subscribers on match day 2 
of the EPL, the telecommu-
nications giant stated “Right 
from 2003 when we rolled 
out services, our company 
has been connecting with 
the passion of football fans 
across the continent. The 

“Basketball has been a 
part of me since I was a kid 
and when I wanted to play 
basketball for a living, my 
father said I must get a sec-
ond degree or no basketball. 
I heeded his request and 

sponsorship of telecast of 
EPL matches in Nigeria and 
Ghana is, therefore, an exten-
sion of this commitment. 
Football fans on the continent 
deserve the best and we will 
continue to delight them.”

 “As the competition gath-
ers momentum, match day 2 
will be another opportunity 
for fans in Nigeria and Ghana 
to follow their favourite 
clubs’ matches live courtesy 
of the Globacom-sponsored 
broadcast”, Globacom added.

The London match at the 
Emirates Stadium between 
Arsenal and European 

now I am ready to go as far 
as my dreams can take me. 

“Playing for Nigeria has 
always been on my mind 
because it is my father’s 
land. I want to give my 
best. I thank the Nigeria 

Opportunity to play for Nigeria, a dream come true - Mordi

EPL: Glo renews commitment to football lovers

Afrobasket 2021: D’Tigers arrive Kigali

Champions, Chelsea is ex-
pected to be very tough, in 
view of the age-long rivalry 
between the teams. Other 
matches includes Southamp-
ton vs Manchester United at 
Saint Mary’s Stadium, while 
Wolves will lock horns 
with their former Boss, 
Nuno Espirito Santo, when 
Tottenham Hotspur visits 
Molineux on Sunday.

This is the 9th season 
that the telecommunication 
company has brought EPL 
matches live to the living 
rooms and event centers of 
football fans.

Basketball Federation and 
all those that have made 
this possible. I won’t disap-
point.”

Nigeria will open her 
campaign on August 25 
when they face Mali.

Nigerian US collegiate fastest runner in the 
200m  Udodi Chudi Onwuzurike proved that 
his rating was no fluke as he made history on 
Saturday to win the 200 metres race in a  per-
sonal best time of 20.21.

Onwuzurike thus erases compatriot Francis 
Obiekwelu’s long-standing record of being the 
last Nigerian to have won the event since 1996.

He outpaced Letsile Tebogo of Botswana 

who came second in a time of 20.38, while 
South Africa’s Sinesipho Dambile won bronze 
in a time of 20.48.

In the women’s event, Favour Ofili finished 
3rd with a time of 22.23 to secure bronze on an 
impressive day for Team Nigeria. The event was 
won by Namibia’s Christine Mboma in a time 
of 21.84, while silver went to Beatrice Masilingi 
of Namibia.

Onwuzurike digs gold, Favour wins Bronze
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NIGERIANS who watched a 
recent viral video of senior male 
students punishing a group of junior 
students were shocked to their mar-
rows. 

The junior students were whipped 
with various sizes of sticks, leather 
belts and punched in the most in-
humane manner. One of the victims 
was even punished stark naked. 

It was such a dehumanising 
experience that prompted the Edo 
State government to issue a strong 
statement, signed by no less a per-
son than the Secretary to the State 
Government – a clear indication that 
the government was deeply appalled 
by what happened, and it took ap-
propriate steps to initiate justice for 
the victims. The Edo State govern-
ment deserves a ringing commenda-
tion for the forthright steps it took 
over that horrendous incident.

It goes without saying that the in-
cidence of bullying is again rising in 
most secondary schools in the coun-
try, except in a few schools where 
the authorities in such schools are 
very vigilant and had put in place 
mechanisms for dealing squarely 
with the faintest exhibitions of bul-
lying. Schools are established for 
the purpose of educating children 
intellectually and morally. As with 
every setting where there is an as-
semblage of young people such as a 
school, and particularly those with 
boarding facilities, intimidation of 
junior students by the senior ones or 
even stronger students against their 
weaker classmates is a given ten-
dency that manifests in the course of 
interaction between the students.

Incidentally, the menace called 
bullying is not associated with only 
boys in schools. Female secondary 
students are even worse. Bully-
ing happens in private, public and 
missionary schools, as long as you 
have teenagers from different back-
grounds in the same school.

It goes without saying that bully-
ing negatively affects the psyche of 
the victim and produces character 
traits that can be injurious to the 
larger society as the menace leads 
the victims becoming hardened and 
lose some sense of humanity. This 
breeds a quest to revenge when in 
higher classes and similarly bully 
the junior ones. A relatively in-
nocent junior student in JSS 2 who 
is bullied could develop phobia for 
living in a boarding house, which 
should have been a valuable charac-
ter formation experience that comes 
from communal living and shared 
beneficial exposure.

It is gratifying to note that ef-
fective school authorities are not 
sleeping on their oars or pampering 
the menace. Such school authorities 
are effectively wielding the stick of 
punishment, even to the extent of 
de-boarding notorious student bul-
lies. That is the way to go because 
bullying leaves bitter taste, serious 
psychological and physical injuries.  

One germane question is this: 
why do senior students bully the ju-
nior ones? I encountered a student, 
Favour Ngwangwa, who lives in my 
neighbourhood and asked him the 
question posed in this paragraph.

Responding, he said: “I attended 
a missionary school in the East. The 
first reason we bullied junior stu-
dents during our time was because 
we were seriously bullied as junior 

students.”
Removing his shirt, he showed me scars 

from strokes of canes used to flog him. Then 
said further: “Bullying is not a new thing 
in schools, and it did not start today; it has 
become a generational thing like passing on 
the torch. The ones who bullied us were also 
bullied by their seniors and it has become 
a vicious circle of evil which quietly crept 
into the institutions. It has seen decades 
before it got to us, because no one can trace 
the history of bullying. It is as old as the 
school boarding system. Most of our parents 
can also give a comprehensive testimony to 
school bullying which they experienced in 
one way or the other.”

Notably, the menace could be likened to 
cultism in the universities, which started 
small and then grew to become the evil it is 
today. It has done great damage to the social 
fabric of universities and the larger society. 
According to Ngwangwa, it will take stiff 
measures by the government in collaboration 
with school authorities to stamp out bullying.

Granted there is need for senior students 
to maintain discipline in schools, how-
ever, there is no justification for the senior 
students to descend on junior students and 
unleash animalistic treatment on them as if 
they are common criminals. There is simply 
no justification for it. Often times, it done to 
prove superiority and feed their ego.

Another ex-student told me: “Our seniors 
did very inhuman things to us. They used 
wire as well as chains meant to lock chairs 
to tables in classes and sticks with nails to 
flog us, for doing nothing.” Why did you 
not report to the school authority, I asked 
him? “If you report and the senior is prob-
ably expelled or de-boarded, his classmates 
would take it upon themselves to deal with 
you in turns. It is that fear, intimidation 
and pressure that made us keep sealed lips 
and wallow in pain until our bruised body 
heals. That was what we passed down to the 
junior students and from them to their own 
juniors.”

The other face of bullying is when a senior 
decides to extort from a junior student and 
he proves stubborn (in the opinion of the 
senior student). It happens like this: a senior 
student could call a junior one and ask him 
or her to supply snacks like four sausages 

(Gala or the like) and a bottle of soft drink 
without giving money to the junior student. 
The senior could even ask the junior to buy 
food of a certain amount. The junior student 
would be the one to figure out how meet the 
senior’s request, even if it means stealing 
from his classmates, as far as the senior 
is satisfied, it is okay. If the junior student 
defaults, in the wee hours of the night, the 
senior would come in full force when there 
is no hiding place because the housemaster 
and other school authorities would have gone 
to rest too. Except the case is reported by a 
bold junior student, no one would hear about 
the midnight drill as it would die in the ears 
and eyes of other student spectators who saw 
or heard anything. When the boy is dragged 
to the senior’s dormitory, same senior and 
his mates would bring out chain, horsewhip, 
stick with nails and ask the defaulting junior 
to choose which one he wants to be flogged 
with. And indeed, he will get the flogging 
and beating of his life for just no reason. 
Most of them sustain horrible injuries from 
senior students.

Senior students who see themselves as lord 
and master do not like to share the corridors, 
walkways, staircases or even the field with 
the junior ones. Juniors must step down for 
them or get an instant slap for rubbing shoul-
ders with them. Some students make life 
difficult for others in the name of seniority.

There have also been instances where 
blood relations aided their classmates to 
bully their junior relation in the same school. 
Take the case of Boma Adolphus, a senior 
cousin to Pere Wilcox., who mobilised his 
classmates to bully his junior cousin because 
he refused to be extorted by him.

Winifred James, who is rounding off her 
university education, also attended a mixed-
secondary school. Recalling how senior 
students dealt with her in school, she said: 
“While I was in SS1, the head boy of the 
school admired me seriously and wanted me 
to be his girlfriend. He would send me gifts 
to entice me further; any opportunity he had, 
he would come around my class to talk to me. 
Most of his peers knew about his quest to get 
close. I had not really given him my consent, 
but when he comes around my class, I would 
step out to see him. Meanwhile, I did not know 
that his class girls who were also my seniors 

DANGER OF BULLYING IN SCHOOLS

were already angry and compiling my case 
file. In the course of a short argument in 
the dormitory, eight girls descended on me 
with mop-stick, hard-rubber slipper and the 
legs of broken plastic chair. It was a free for 
all fight; I targeted one and bit her fingers. 
Red hot blood splattered our dormitory that 
evening. Our matrons ran in to rescue me. 
The case went to the school authority and 
all the senior girls were suspended from 
the dormitory. On resumption, their parents 
were made to sign an undertaking to be of 
good conduct. As the case trended in school 
that week, some students blamed me for 
getting a boyfriend in a senior class, not to 
talk of a head boy when the food had not 
gone round among the senior girls.”

Girls are not bold enough to extort from 
the junior students, but the want complete 
respect, their seniority recognised, intact 
and protected. There is nothing wrong if a 
senior asks a junior to wash his or her shirt, 
sweep the corner, or at most to kneel down 
as punishment, but the amount of beating 
that goes on is unconscionable.

Again, bullying could be executed this 
way: the parents of junior student visit him 
in school. All the goodies they brought for 
him could be snatched from the young child 
immediately, leaving him empty handed.

Dear Nigerians, time has come for 
school authorities to sit up, be more 
vigilant to protect the junior ones. Once 
a child is handed over to the school as a 
boarder, the authorities of the school from 
the principal down to the gateman have 
a duty of care to ensure the safety of that 
child. Under the law, they could be held 
vicariously responsible for negligent con-
duct which could be ascertained to have 
remotely led to grievous bodily harm to 
child in the boarding house. This perhaps 
is the reason some schools have seen the 
wisdom in installing CCTV cameras in 
certain parts of the school premises for 
security and other reasons. When senior 
students with a tendency to engage in 
bullying realise that their perfidious 
conduct could be captured on camera as 
evidence, they will begin to hold their 
‘demons’ in check. Dormitories could be 
searched or rearranged unexpectedly by 
eagled-eye security staff.

Tel: 07053506879 (SMS only) – E-mail: agathaekeh2@gmail.com
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IN practising democracies across the world, there 
are pretenders and contenders. The pretenders 
represent those countries that legislate parties into 
existence and forbid the right of their citizens to 
freely associate, form their own parties and use 
them as vehicles to canvass for votes to enable 
them acquire political power to serve their people. 
It may interest you to know that China, North 
Korea, Russia etc are purporting to be democra-
cies. Most of them are one-party states with great 
irritation to opposition parties. Majority of African 
and Middle East countries adopted the one-party 
system immediately after their independence. Ni-
geria also romanced with this system when Presi-
dent Ibrahim Babangida legislated two political 
parties, the Social Democratic Party and the Na-
tional Republican Convention, into existence. The 
government wrote their manifestos for them and 
largely decided who they wanted to run on those 
platforms. General IBB cancelled the primary and 
general elections of politicians he didn’t like and 
gave any reason he liked for cancelling them. He 
cancelled the gubernatorial elections of Lagos, 
Enugu and some other states in the nineties. Can-
celled the presidential primaries of both SDP and 
NRC won by Shehu Yar Adua and Adamu Ci-
roma and ultimately cancelled the general election 
of June 12th won by MKO Abiola. He succeeded 
in these because the parties were his own and we 
were just pretenders then to democracy.

Democracy is government of the people not 
government of the people of government. Pre-
tenders to democracy impose the people of gov-
ernment on the people. If you are not amongst the 
people of the Supreme Spiritual Leader of Iran, 
you will not even be allowed by him to contest for 
elections, yet they are pretending to be democratic. 
The true test of democracy is when the people are 
allowed to freely associate and form their own 
political parties and contest for powers in a free 
and fair elections under a multi party arrangement. 
The presence of opposition parties becomes the 
distinguishing feature of a genuine democracy. 
The opposition parties are the contenders for po-
litical power. Two-party system is not a system 
where two parties are allowed by law, it is a sys-
tem where two parties are dominant. It is common 
knowledge that most multi-party system evolve 
into a system where two parties are dominant, one, 
the ruling party, and the other, the opposition party. 
It is so in UK and US, two leading democratic na-
tions in the world. 

In Nigeria, from 1960, we have operated a 
multi-party system with a virile opposition, ex-
cept during IBB’s political contraption which 
failed woefully, and ended in the cancellation of 
the whole political process. From 1999, we joined 
the comity of democratic nations in establishing a 
multi-party democracy. Three parties met the con-
ditions for registration established by the decree 
issued by the departing military junta prior to the 

promulgation of the 1999 
Constitution. The three 
parties were PDP, APP and 
AD. PDP emerged the rul-
ing party, while the APP 
and AD emerged the op-
position parties. APP and 
AD entered into alliance 
to contest the Presidential 
election against the PDP in 
1999 but missed the oppor-
tunity to continue provid-
ing a virile opposition to 
PDP after the presidential 
election by not continu-
ing with the alliance. They 
went their different ways 
and today, one of them, 
APP, has been wiped out of 
the political map of Nigeria, 
while the other, AD, has become politically irrel-
evant. When the opposition are not united, they 
fall.

The promulgation of 1999 Constitution 
ushered in greater freedom in the registration of 
political parties and witnessed the proliferation of 
political parties thereby weakening the opposition 
the more. It is instructive to note that whenever 
the opposition parties are weak, the ruling party 
becomes more ineffective and inefficient because 
it knows that it will retain power no matter what it 
does. They become more corrupt and insensitive 
to the yearnings of the people and their members. 
They become authoritative and impunity rules 
them. They get too arrogant and live in the island 
of belief that they can rule forever. PDP at the 
height of its absolute power declared that it will 
rule for 60 uninterrupted years in Nigeria.

No reasonable politician who understands 
the working of democracy and the importance 
of the opposition will wish that the opposition be 
emasculated. Even members of the ruling party 
are more respected by their leaders when there’s 
in existence, a viable alternative or a virile op-
position. It is in a strong opposition that the rul-
ing party finds the vires to yield the dividends of 
democracy to the people. When major opposition 
political parties came together for the first time in 
Nigeria in APC, they defeated the ruling party, 
PDP. Now the table has turned and the ruling 
party has become the opposition party, not in 60 
years but in 16. When the opposition is united, 
they stand.

The opposition party must be a strong critique 
of the ruling party. This is not being insulting or 
defaming of the ruling party. It is not a game of 
name calling of the principal officers of the party. 
This is an intentional, intellectual, critical analysis 
of the current policies, actions of the government 
with a view to revealing the weak links of the is-
sues involved and making people realise how in-

remove him. When Governor Wike was playing 
father Christmas to install Secondus, the PDP Na-
tional Chairman did not notice it, but now Secon-
dus is insinuating that Governor Wike is playing 
father Christmas to remove him. The truth is that 
what you compromise to get, you compromise to 
keep. The position of the Chairman of PDP was 
micro zoned to South West, but the godfathers 
took advantage of multiple candidates from South 
West to smuggle Secondus to the seat to do their 
bidding. Secondus may have refused to compro-
mise to keep what he compromised to get and this 
had led to the unfortunate situation that has pitched 
him against his godfathers. PDP Governors are es-
caping to APC to evade the rampaging effects of 
PDP godfathers on the party.

The penchant of PDP holding unto its former 
officials rendered some of them vulnerable to 
criminal proceedings in answer to some of their 
actions in the past, thereby, painting them in the 
light of continuing corruption, even in the oppo-
sition. Secondus, the PDP National Chairman, 
has been accused by some of the PDP members 
of embezzling billions of naira. The former PDP 
National Publicity Secretary, Olisah Metu, was 
put out of circulation for a while when he was sent 
to jail for corrupt practices. He was freed by the 
Court of Appeal but the dent on the party was al-
ready there. If PDP had recruited fresh faces after 
they lost election, this scenario would have been 
averted. Recently, 6 members of the PDP Na-
tional Working Committee resigned suddenly and 
called on Secondus to resign. Secondus refused. 
As a compromise between warring parties, the 
National Convention, formerly slated for Decem-
ber, was brought forward to October. Tell me what 
is so urgent about PDP National Convention that 
they cannot wait till December for Secondus to 
peacefully and quietly conclude and save the party 
from disarray.

This is the bane of the opposition in Nigeria 
that there’s a perception of lack of integrity among 
their rank and file. The time they would have spent 
providing quality opposition, they utilise in fight-
ing amongst themselves. Many PDP stalwarts 
believe that their party has failed as an opposition 
party. If a party fails as a ruling party and fails as 
an opposition party, that party may be awaiting 
evacuation by the pallbearers. This is not so good 
for democracy and PDP can still salvage itself 
from collapse. It should consider going into alli-
ance with other emerging parties by modifying its 
ways and even its name to give a semblance of a 
new life. It should use the opportunity of the next 
Convention to bring in new executives without 
baggage of the past. It should forsake godfather-
ism and release the leadership of the party to the 
people. It should start putting the ruling party on 
edge to ensure better performance of the govern-
ment. Today, there’s no virile opposition and this is 
not a good omen for democracy. 

Global Square
ept or incompetent the policy 
planners are. The opposition 
must not stop at criticising, 
it must go further to proffer 
alternative solutions to the 
problem. The whole idea 
of opposition party is to 
provide alternative option 
of leadership and leaders to 
the people. It entails not just 
convincing the people that 
the policies of government 
are bad, but that they are 
prepared to provide better al-
ternatives. The people do not 
vote for the opposition be-
cause the ruling party is bad, 
they vote for them because 
they are better. Democracy 
operates in the comparative.

PDP, from 1999, never convinced Nigerians 
that they were good, but this did not translate into 
victory for the opposition, until 2015, when the 
opposition led by APC convinced Nigerians that 
they were better. The perception of corruption of 
PDP, insecurity and economic backwardness in 
Nigeria were made manifest by the propaganda 
machine of the then opposition party, APC. They 
described PDP as confused, clueless and corrupt. 
They promised to end insecurity challenges in 
Nigeria in three months, fight corruption and im-
prove the economy if elected. The PDP govern-
ment, under tremendous pressure by the opposi-
tion, upped their efforts in fighting insecurity, that, 
close to the election, it achieved in six weeks what 
it failed to achieve in six years. The victories of 
the army were so swift that within 6 weeks of the 
postponement of general election, the insurgents 
were driven to the outskirts, making it possible for 
elections to be held in all the states of the federa-
tion. This is the benefit of virile opposition.

The PDP lost the election suddenly and was 
totally unprepared for the burden of opposition. 
They had become so enmeshed in wealth and 
power that they forgot to make the necessary 
mind adjustment needed for life in the opposition. 
The impunity that worked for them as a ruling 
party was not dropped as opposition party. Imme-
diately PDP fell by the ballot, one expected PDP 
to make a clean break from the past and present 
fresh faces in their line of executives to convince 
the world that it is not business as usual. It unfor-
tunately slid into intractable leadership struggle 
that brought caretaker committees on the party, 
one after the other. It took the intervention of the 
Supreme Court to save the PDP from collapse.

The tendency of PDP replacing the former 
godfathers with new godfathers have not helped 
this tottering opposition party. Governor Wike, al-
most single-handedly, brought Secondus on PDP. 
Today, he is almost single-handedly fighting to 
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